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Agenda

• New NTSB website

• Most Wanted List

• Crash investigations update

• Q&A
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Most Wanted List
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Highway: 38,680

Rail:  931

Marine: 851

Aviation: 349

Pipeline: 15

Total 2020 Transportation 
Fatalities ~40,826

2020 Preliminary Data 



Ongoing NTSB Highway Investigations

Mount Pleasant Twp., PA

Greenville, ALFort Worth, TX

Searchlight, NV

Decatur, TN

Phoenix, AZ

Monaville, TX

Avenal, CA

Holtville, CA

Spring, TX

Coral Gables, FL

Big Spring, TX



Avenal, CA January 1, 2021
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Fort Worth, TX               February 11, 2021
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Holtville, CA March 2, 2021
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Source: CHP





Spring, Texas April 17, 2021
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Phoenix, AZ                                   June 9, 2021
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Source: TX DPS
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Potential Safety Issues

• Driver fatigue

• Driver hours-of-service exemptions for 

agricultural operations 

• Collision avoidance systems on truck-

tractors.
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Greenville, AL                   

• Saturday, June 19th at 

about 2:20 p.m.

• Northbound lanes of 

Interstate 65 near 

milepost 138

• 12 vehicles

• 38 vehicle occupants
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Crash Sequence
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• SUV – 2020 Ford 
Explorer

• CMV-1 – 2020 
Volvo car carrier

• Van – 2017 Ford 
F-350 Transit van

• CMV-2 – 2005 
Freightliner

Source: Alabama Law Enforcement Agency



Potential Safety Issues

• Traffic speed in inclement weather

• Collision avoidance technology

• Commercial vehicle fuel tank integrity

• Motor carrier oversight
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Coral Gables, FL                   Sep 13, 2021
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Big Spring, TX                    November 19, 2021
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Monaville, TX            December 17, 2021

24 Source: abc13.com



Completed Investigations

• Belton, SC -Adopted November 17, 2021

• Bryce Cannon, UT-Adopted May 10, 2021

• Mount Pleasant, PA - Board Feb 8, 2022

• Pala Mesa, CA- Final Report near completion
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Belton, SC 
N

• SUV

̵ 2015 Chevrolet Equinox

̵ 53- year-old driver 

̵ Heading eastbound

• Bus

̵ 27-year-old driver

̵ Heading westbound

̵ 7 passengers

̵ Anderson County DSNB

December 17, 2019

US-76



Crash Scene
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Source: Anderson County Coroner’s Office Source: Anderson County Coroner’s Office



2015 Chevrolet Equinox SUV
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2009 medium-size bus (14-passenger)
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Seatbelts Twisted
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Findings / Recommendation 

• Driver distraction due to cell phone use while driving 

• Need for improvements to wheelchair securement training

• To the National Association of State Directors of 
Developmental Disability Services: Inform your 
members of the circumstances of this crash and advise 
them to ensure that their employees receive annual 
training in securing wheelchairs and their occupants for 
transportation.
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Bryce Canyon City, UT           Sep 20, 2019 

• 2017  36-passenger 

Freightliner / Embassy 

medium size bus  

• Utah State Route 12

• 60 year-old driver and 

30 passengers
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Crash Sequence
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Guardrail



Injuries & Ejections

• 4 passengers were fatally injured

• 15 passengers were seriously injured

• 11 passengers received minor injuries

• The driver received minor injuries

• 12 passengers fully ejected

• 2 passengers partially ejected
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Embassy Bus Lap Belts
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Recommendations

• TO NHTSA: Require all newly manufactured commercial motor vehicles 
with GVWR > 10,000 lbs. to be equipped with lane departure prevention 
systems. (H-21-1) 

• TO NHTSA: Require all newly manufactured buses, other than 
school buses, with GVWR > 10,000 lbs. to meet a roof strength 
standard that provides maximum survival space for all seating 
positions and accounts for typical window dimensions. (H-21-2) 

• TO NHTSA: Require all newly manufactured buses, other than 
school buses, with GVWR > 10,000 lbs. to meet a window glazing 
standard that prevents occupant ejection. (H-21-3)
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Mount Pleasant Twp, PA         Jan 5, 2020 
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Source: PA State Police



Advisory Signs 
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Source: Pennsylvania State Police
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Vehicles at Final Rest



Potential Safety Issues

• Speed in Inclement Weather

• Crash Avoidance Technology on Large 

Trucks

• Fatigue Management 

• Technology to detect icy road conditions
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Pala Mesa, CA                      Feb 22, 2020 

• 2014 Freightliner bus

• Driver + 20 passengers 

• Los Angeles to San Ysidro via I-15

• Driver’s regular bus and regular route

• Raining off/on throughout trip

• Roadway was wet
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CHP



45

Source: CHP
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Potential Safety Issues

• Roof stiffness for medium size buses

• Pre-trip safety briefing

• Speeding in inclement weather

• Tire depth requirements for rear tires
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Summary 

• New advancements on our website 

• Most Wanted List

• Update on crash investigations 

• Driver error in inclement weather

• Driver fatigue

• Seat belt use

• Roof strength in midsize buses
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We Thank You! 
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Thank you for your participation! 

Questions?                               
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Michael.fox@ntsb.gov www.ntsb.gov

mailto:Michael.fox@ntsb.gov

