
 

  

 
April 22, 2020 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell               The Honorable Charles Schumer 
Majority Leader                          Minority Leader  
U.S. Senate                                U.S. Senate   
S-230                                S-221   
U.S. Capitol                               U.S. Capitol  
Washington, D.C. 20510                            Washington, D.C.  20510 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi             The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Speaker      Minority Leader  
U.S. House of Representatives    U.S. House of Representatives 
H-232     H-204 
Washington, D.C.  20515     Washington, D.C.  20515 
  
  
Dear Leader McConnell, Leader Schumer, Speaker Pelosi and Leader McCarthy:   
 
We write to request your assistance in rectifying a grave oversight.  All the economic packages 
enacted to date, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, include no provisions for addressing the 
plight of the U.S. motorcoach industry.  While the airline industry, both passenger and cargo, 
along with airports, public transit and Amtrak, are all explicitly provided for in the “3rd Stimulus 
Package,” the motorcoach industry was noticeably left out.  We urge you to address this 
oversight in the 4th Stimulus Package under discussion.  At a minimum, the industry needs at 
least $11 billion in grant assistance and $5 billion in loan guarantees, in addition to support 
through the Federal Transit Administration’s 5311(f) program, to maintain the viability of the 
industry through this crisis. 
 
This crisis has completely decimated the U.S. motorcoach industry.  Today nearly every 
one of the 3,000 companies are completely shut down, 36,000 vehicles are parked, and most 
of their 100,000 employees have been laid off.  
 
The U.S. motorcoach industry provides nearly 600 million passenger trips annually.  The 
motorcoach industry’s role in the national transportation network may not be widely understood.  
However, motorcoach companies play a vital role in transporting the public, often in conjunction 
with airlines, public transit operators and Amtrak.  They also move our military between bases, 
and to and from deployments; provide critical connections for rural and underserved 
communities to reach necessary services, including medical services; connect travelers between 
cities; serve workers whether they are commuters coming into urban centers, miners going to 



 

work in the mines, agricultural workers en route to jobs, or employees coming into offices 
campuses.   
 
The motorcoach industry is also a critical component of the nation’s emergency response 
capabilities.  In times of weather-related events, such as hurricanes, motorcoaches provide 
evacuation services to the federal and state emergency management agencies.  Notably, in just 
the past few weeks, motorcoaches assisted in the evacuation of cruise ship passengers affected 
by the COVID-19 outbreak.  Also, in terms of security preparedness, under the authority of the 
U.S. Department of Defense, motorcoach operators serve as a critical component of defense 
planning for the Capital region, including the U.S. Capitol building.  
For many motorcoach operators, the period of March – June is when they earn at least 50 percent 
of their annual revenue, and since nearly every trip has been cancelled during this period, many 
of these companies will close their doors forever unless they obtain immediate assistance. 
 
While the 3rd Stimulus package included provisions to help businesses, such as the Payroll 
Protection Program, it is not enough.  The Paycheck Protection Program loan program is 
oversubscribed and the effort to retain a workforce is too late, with the 8-week period of 
coverage being far too short to bridge this crisis.  Most companies have already laid-off or 
furloughed most of their employees, as of the first week of March, and drivers cannot be rehired 
instantaneously under federal rules, putting loan forgiveness in jeopardy.  The industry needs 
direct economic aid, tailored to motorcoach operations, to survive.  The Phase 3 aid package 
provided direct assistance to the commercial airline industry, airports, transit, and Amtrak.  The 
U.S. motorcoach industry needs the same direct assistance.   
 
If Congress does not provide immediate and direct economic assistance to this industry, the 
capacity of the national transportation network will be severely degraded and our emergency 
response capabilities diminished. We cannot allow this industry to fail, we must act now to 
protect our national transportation network and our emergency and defense response capabilities.  
We look forward to working with you to support this critical transportation industry.   
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
   
______________________         _______________________ 
John Katko   Albio Sires 
Member of Congress        Member of Congress 
 
 
 

______________________ 
   
  Member of Congress 
 



 

 
 

Motorcoach Industry COVID-19 Relief Inclusion Co-signers 
 

1. The Honorable A. Donald McEachin 
2. The Honorable Adriano Espaillat 
3. The Honorable Alan Lowenthal 
4. The Honorable Andre’ Carson 
5. The Honorable Andy Biggs 
6. The Honorable Andy Kim 
7. The Honorable Angie Craig 
8. The Honorable Ann Wagner 
9. The Honorable Anthony Brindisi 
10. The Honorable Anthony G. Brown 
11. The Honorable Bill Pascrell 
12. The Honorable Bill Posey 
13. The Honorable Bruce Westerman 
14. The Honorable C.A. Dutch 

Ruppersberger 
15. The Honorable Carol D. Miller 
16. The Honorable Carolyn B. Maloney 
17. The Honorable Cedric L. Richmond 
18. The Honorable Charlie Crist 
19. The Honorable Chellie Pingree 
20. The Honorable Chris Pappas 
21. The Honorable Christopher H. Smith 
22. The Honorable Conor Lamb 
23. The Honorable Darin LaHood 
24. The Honorable Dave Loebsack 
25. The Honorable David Schweikert 
26. The Honorable David Trone 
27. The Honorable Debbie Dingell 
28. The Honorable Dina Titus 
29. The Honorable Don Bacon 
30. The Honorable Don Beyer 
31. The Honorable Don Young 
32. The Honorable Donald M. Payne, Jr.  
33. The Honorable Earl Blumenauer 
34. The Honorable Ed Case 
35. The Honorable Eddie Bernice 

Johnson  
36. The Honorable Elaine G. Luria 
37. The Honorable Eleanor Holmes 

Norton 
38. The Honorable Elissa Slotkin 
39. The Honorable Evan Anderson  
40. The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr. 

41. The Honorable Frederica Wilson 
42. The Honorable French Hill 
43. The Honorable Glenn “GT” 

Thompson 
44. The Honorable Gottheimer 
45. The Honorable Grace F. Napolitano  
46. The Honorable Gus M. Bilirakis 
47. The Honorable Henry C. “Hank” 

Johnson, Jr 
48. The Honorable J. Luis Correa 
49. The Honorable James P. McGovern 
50. The Honorable Jamie Raskin 
51. The Honorable Jennifer Wexton 
52. The Honorable Jim Costa 
53. The Honorable Jim Langevin 
54. The Honorable Jimmy Panetta 
55. The Honorable Joe Wilson 
56. The Honorable John B. Larson 
57. The Honorable John Moolenaar 
58. The Honorable Josh Gottheimer 
59. The Honorable Joyce Beatty 
60. The Honorable Julia Brownley 
61. The Honorable Kevin Hern 
62. The Honorable Lee Zeldin 
63. The Honorable Lisa Blunt Rochester 
64. The Honorable Marcia L. Fudge 
65. The Honorable Marcy Kaptur 
66. The Honorable Mark Pocan 
67. The Honorable Martha Roby 
68. The Honorable Matt Cartwright 
69. The Honorable Mike Bost 
70. The Honorable Mike Kelly 
71. The Honorable Norma Torres 
72. The Honorable Paul A. Gosar, 

D.D.S. 
73. The Honorable Pete Aguilar 
74. The Honorable Pete Stauber 
75. The Honorable Peter T. King 
76. The Honorable Rick Larsen 
77. The Honorable Rodney Davis 
78. The Honorable Salud Carbajal 
79. The Honorable Sean Patrick 

Maloney 



 

80. The Honorable Mikie Sherrill 
81. The Honorable Stacey E. Plaskett 
82. The Honorable Steve Cohen 
83. The Honorable Steve Stivers 
84. The Honorable Steven Horsford 
85. The Honorable Susan Wild 
86. The Honorable Thomas Suozzi 
87. The Honorable Tim Ryan 
88. The Honorable Tom Cole 
89. The Honorable Tom Emmer 
90. The Honorable Tom Malinowski 
91. The Honorable Veronica Escobar 
92. The Honorable Watson Coleman 
93. The Honorable William R. Keating 
94. The Honorable William Torres Jr 
95. The Honorable Zoe Lofgren 

 


