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Upcoming BISC Meetings: 

BISC Winter Meeting 2016 
January 9-11, 2016 

Louisville, KY 

Register now » 

Upcoming Safety Meetings: 

Transportation Research Board 

Annual Meeting 

January 10-14, 2016 

Location: Walter E. Washington 

Convention Center 

801 Mt. Vernon Pl NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

Contact: Click here to register 

SAE International 

Government/Industry Meeting 

2016 

January 20-22, 2016 

Location: Walter E. Washington 

Convention Center 

801 Mt. Vernon Pl NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

Contact: Click here to register 

Have an upcoming Safety 

Meeting, Large Scale Training 

Event or Driver Recognition 

Event? Let us know about it! 

Welcome to the Bus Industry Safety Council’s 

SafetyLink. This edition of SafetyLink, looks at 

motorcoach enforcement news and trends, as well as 

other news for motorcoach operators, safety directors, 

and compliance professionals. 

 

FMCSA Acting Administrator Scott Darling 

to Provide Keynote Address at BISC General 

Session 

BISC meets this winter in horse and bourbon country, Louisville, 

KY. A jam-packed program, a dynamic slate of speakers, and the 

networking and entertainment opportunities of ABA’s 

Marketplace await. Plus don’t miss out on FMCSA’s next 

listening session. 

View the Schedule! 

 

Reducing Pedestrian and Bicyclist Collisions 

Through Technology and Enforcement 

Emerging as a Trend for Big Cities  

The New York City Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

recently began a 60-day pilot program to test the Mobileye 

Shield+ System, which combines multiple smart vision sensors 

manufactured by Mobileye with a driver interface manufactured 

by Rosco Vision Systems on its buses.  

 

Officials with the District of Columbia's government, including 

the DC Mayor, recently released a comprehensive plan to reduce 

collisions by committing to four main goals: creating safe streets, 

protecting vulnerable users, preventing dangerous driving, and 

being transparent and responsive. It primarily relies engineering, 

education, and enforcement, which are expressed through 68 

http://www.buses.org/events/event/winter-meeting-20161
http://www.trb.org/AnnualMeeting/AnnualMeeting.aspx
http://www.sae.org/events/gim/
http://www.buses.org/events/event/winter-meeting-20161
http://www.buses.org/bisc


Contact us to share: 

 

bisc@buses.org 

People on the move: 

Patricia Cowley 
 

Involved in the bus industry since 

the early 90’s, Pat is the new 

Executive Director of the Greater 

New Jersey Motorcoach 

Association. With considerable 

experience with board 

management and the operation of 

a co-op, Pat is best known for her 

involvement in the development 

of an industry peer group called 

Motorcoach Partners with 

Integrity (MPI), where she is still 

active today as the group’s 

facilitator. As Executive Director, 

she will look to increase 

awareness of the association 

among New Jersey operators as 

well as develop new educational 

and member benefit programs. 

 

Question of the Month: 

Can you name some programs 

that provide certifications for 

safety professionals? 

 

Who in BISC has the most safety 

certifications? 
 

actions (including new local regulations) to achieve its ambitious 

goals in the next few years.  

 

One of the most simple ideas in the plan is the reduction of speed 

limits on arterial streets, however these speed changes will be 

accompanied by increased fines. The implementation of these 

plans are part of a broader "Vision Zero" campaign that may be 

coming to a city near you.  

Read More 

Click here for more on DC's Vision Zero plan 

 

FMCSA Posts New Random Drug Testing 

Minimum Rates for 2016, Effective January 1, 

2016 

On December 24, FMCSA published a notice in the Federal 

Register announcing the minimum testing rates for random drug 

testing for 2016. Following a three year review of positive results, 

FMCSA elected to lower the minimum drug testing rate from 

50% to 25%. The random alcohol testing rate remains 10% for 

2016.  

 

The aforementioned percentages are the minimum rates which 

DOT-covered employers must meet for employee testing. 

Employers governed by FMCSA may elect to maintain the 50 

percent or higher rate in 2016. Carriers providing contractor 

services for other DOT agencies (e.g. FTA) should look carefully 

at their 2016 testing rates.  

Read the DOT Testing Rates 

 

New Driver Coercion Rule to Take Effect 

January 29, 2016 

FMCSA will start accepting coercion complaints from drivers on 

January 29, 2016. Coercion complaints must be filed within 90 

days of the alleged coercion action. The National Consumer 

Database website has now been updated to allow for drivers to 

file complaints online.  

 

When filing a complaint, supporting information must be 

included such as text messages or email exchanges between 

mailto:bisc@buses.org
mailto:bisc@buses.org
mailto:bisc@buses.org
mailto:bisc@buses.org
http://www.metro-magazine.com/security-and-safety/article/411191/new-collision-avoidance-technology-for-buses-increases-pedestrian-cyclist-safety
http://www.washingtoncitypaper.com/blogs/citydesk/2015/12/16/d-c-s-vision-zero-plan-calls-for-reducing-speeds-on-arterial-roads-better-data-collection/
https://www.transportation.gov/odapc/random-testing-rates


parties showing coercion attempts by a motor carrier as well as 

the drivers responses; and the names of anyone who may have 

witnessed the coercion attempt.  

Read More 

 

FMCSA Publishes Electronic Logging Device 

Rule, Vendor Registration to Begin Feb. 16, 

2016 

The CSA data previously available on the Federal Motor Carrier 

Safety Administration’s (FMCSA) website related to property 

carrier’s compliance and safety performance will no longer be 

displayed publicly per the FAST Act. While the agency is not 

prohibited from displaying all of the data, no information will be 

available for property carriers while appropriate changes are 

made.  

 

Manufacturers are responsible for registering their Electronic 

Logging Device (ELD) and certifying that they meet the technical 

specifications set forth in the ELD rule. Manufacturers can begin 

registering and certifying ELD’s 60 days following the final 

publication date of the ELD Rule (i.e., on February 16, 2016).  

 

Manufacturers will be able to notify owners of existing AOBRD’s 

if their devices are capable of being updated to meet ELD 

requirement through software updates. These updated devices 

must be certified and registered by the manufacturers on the 

FMCSA ELD registration page.  

 

An ELD can include portable ELD’s and mobile devices, so long 

as it fully meets the technical specifications, and is certified and 

registered. 

Read More 

Read the Final Rule 

 

TSA to Possibly Require Alternate Forms of 

Identification for Travelers from Certain 

States Starting January 10, 2016 

https://nccdb.fmcsa.dot.gov/nccdb/home.aspx
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/hours-service/elds/eld-manufacturers
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-12-16/pdf/2015-31336.pdf


The Department of Homeland Security will begin to enforce the 

Real ID Act for air travel in 2016, and several states have not 

come into compliance. Residents of those states will have to use 

alternative methods of identification for air travel after January 10 

as extensions of the compliance deadline have not been granted to 

the impacted jurisdictions.  

 

In 2005, following the recommendation of the 9/11 Commission, 

the Real ID Act was passed by Congress with the end goal of 

making fake IDs harder to obtain. U.S. states and territories were 

to enforce stricter requirements when issuing IDs, including 

demanding more proof of identity. Alaska, California, Illinois, 

Minnesota, Missouri, New Jersey, New Mexico, South Carolina, 

Washington state, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands 

have not yet complied with the requirements. 

Read More 

 

BISC Chairman up for Bid in ABA 

Foundation Silent Auction, Win Fleet Safety 

Review 

BISC Chairman Stephen Evans has made himself available on 

behalf of the BISC membership to help a winning bidder get 

better prepared for their next safety audit by providing an on-site 

fleet safety and peer review along with a findings report. An 

innovative way to help move safety forward! 

Bid Today! 

 

FMCSA to Hold Listening Sessions at ABA 

Marketplace; Solicits Input on Beyond 

Compliance 

FMCSA will hold a January listening session to solicit 

information on the potential benefits and feasibility of 

implementing a program giving credit to carriers who go beyond 

current regulatory requirements and voluntarily adopt safety 

enhancing technologies and/or best practice.  

 

The sessions will be held on Jan. 12, 2016, from 9:30 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the Kentucky 

http://www.cntraveler.com/stories/2015-12-30/tsa-to-stop-accepting-drivers-licenses-from-9-us-states
https://portal11.bidpal.net/Portal/bpe291918/catalog/item.html?id=104&categoryId=2


International Convention Center, Room 108.  

 

Congress mandated FMCSA allow recognition of actions by 

carriers to enhance safety by voluntarily adopting best practices 

and technologies beyond current requirements in the Fixing 

America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, the latest long-

term highway bill signed into law last month. FMCSA previously 

announced in April 2015 that it would explore the concept of 

voluntary compliance and safety improvement incentive 

programs, otherwise known as beyond compliance. Listening 

sessions are often part of the Agency's information gathering 

process before drafting and publishing a notice of proposed 

rulemaking 

Read the Notice 

 

BISC Executive Committee Position Now 

Available: Special Election in January 

The BISC Executive Committee is seeking candidates for the 

position of Secretary. The BISC Secretary is a bus operator who 

would serve on the Executive Committee and be 3rd in line to 

become the Chairman. Terms are 2 years, but there is roughly 1 

year remaining on the current term. To learn more about the BISC 

Secretary's role and responsibilities, please refer to the BISC 

Standing Rules.  

Following their term as Secretary, the person that is elected will 

be part of the BISC leadership progression for the following 6 

years (2 as Vice Chair, 2 as Chair, and 2 as Immediate Past 

Chair). Nominations from the floor will be accepted! 

Click here to express interest in the position 

 

Regulatory Watch 

Comment or petition now on these notices and/or proposed 

regulations: 

 Final Rule: Electronic Logging Devices (petitions for 

reconsideration due January 15, 2016) 

 Notice: CMV Driver Medication Form, (comments due 

1/25/15) 

http://fleetowner.com/fleet-management/fmcsa-tell-us-why-you-should-be-rewarded-your-safety-efforts
http://www.buses.org/assets/images/uploads/general/BISC%20Standing%20Rules%20-%20Updated%20Nov%202014.pdf
http://www.buses.org/assets/images/uploads/general/BISC%20Standing%20Rules%20-%20Updated%20Nov%202014.pdf
mailto:bisc@buses.org
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcsa.dot.gov/files/docs/FMCSA-ELD-Final-Rule_12-10-2015.pdf
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcsa.dot.gov/files/docs/FMCSA-ELD-Final-Rule_12-10-2015.pdf
http://www.regulations.gov/#%21docketDetail;D=FMCSA-2015-0180
http://www.regulations.gov/#%21docketDetail;D=FMCSA-2015-0180


 NPRM: FTA Proposes Public Transportation Safety 

Certification Training Program Requirements, (comments 

due 2/1/16) 

Compliance updates: 

 Unified Registration System to begin phased 

implementation starting Dec. 12 

 Annual Unified Carrier Registration Renewals Open Now 

 Use of New CMV Driver Medical Examination Report 

(Form MCSA-5875) delayed to April 22, 2016 

 IRP registration and/or trip permit requirements in effect, 

Jan. 1, 2016 

Soon To Be Published (Anticipated Date) 

 NPRM - FMCSA: Safety Fitness Determination 

(imminent, 1/15/16) 

 NPRM - FMCSA: Entry Level Driver Training 

(imminent, 1/15/16) 

 NPRM - FMCSA/NHTSA: Speed Limiters on Heavy 

Duty Diesel Vehicles (imminent, 1/29/16) 

 ANPRM - FRA/FMCSA: Sleep Apnea Information 

Gathering (1/11/16) 

 NPRM - TSA: Surface Transportation Modal Security 

Training (6/30/16) 

Did you know? The U.S. Department of Transportation publishes 

projected timelines for upcoming significant rulemakings each 

month. 
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