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Did You Know?

Voters around the country approved
72 percent of local transportation
ballot initiatives, authorizing more
than $70 billion in transportation
spending.
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Inauguration Crowds May Top 2 Million; ABA Seeks Bus Fee Waiver

With more than 2 million people
converging on Washington, D.C., Jan. 20
for the inauguration of Barack Obama as
the 44th President, ABA is monitoring
the issues of street access and
motorcoach parking for operators
planning on transporting visitors from
across North America to the event.

The U.S. Secret Service, the
government agency leading the efforts
to prepare for the security needed during the week of inaugural festivities, has not
yet signaled that any decisions have been made regarding street restrictions,
parking, and other issues.

“At this point, our advice to operators is that they should expect that the Secret
Service will cordon off the Federal Triangle area of the city entirely, and prohibit
parking anywhere in that vicinity,” said Clyde Hart, ABA SVP for Government
Affairs.“Based on ABA’s analysis, we believe that no parking will be allowed along
Pennsylvania, Independence or Constitution Avenues between the U.S. Capitol
Building and the Lincoln Memorial.”

ABA has already reached out to the D.C. City Council to request that the D.C.
charter bus permit fee be suspended for inaugural week, and that idling laws be
relaxed that week to ensure that drivers and passengers can keep warm.

The change of residency at the White House may
bring 2 million tourists-to Washington, D.C.

FMCSA Issues Letter To All Bus
Operators Urging ADA Compliance

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA) has issued a
letter to all independent, privately
operated bus companies urging them
to comply with federal Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions or risk
losing their interstate operating
authority. The letter follows the
signing into law July 30 of an ABA-
backed ADA compliance bill requiring
FMCSA to consider an operator’s

Now FMCSA is telling operators it
intends to go farther.

“In addition to incorporating ADA
compliance into the decision to grant
new operating authority, the Act also
authorizes FMCSA to revoke existing
operating authority based on willful
noncompliance” with the law, the letter
states.”Therefore, if your company is
found to have willfully violated such
regulations, its interstate operating
authority could be revoked,” the letter
adds.”Consequently, you should review
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compliance with ADA requirements
when determining whether to grant
operating authority (see Aug. 18 ABA
Insider page 6 and Aug. 4 ABA Insider
front page for background stories).

the ADA regulations to ensure that your

company is able to comply with them.”
Operators are urged to contact

the U.S.DOT's Peter Chandler at

202-355-5763.
























Did You Know?

The ABA Foundation recently
released an updated study comparing
emissions and fuel use among 14
different transportation modes, and
motorcoaches topped the list,
achieving 206.6 passenger MPG.

Ocean City, Md., is offering fun in the
sun beach getaway packages.
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Broadway at the Beach. Package
includes continental breakfasts,
admission for two to Ripley’s
Aquarium, Le Grande Cirque, The
Magical Spirit of Ireland, MagiQuest,
Myrtle Beach Pelicans Baseball, IMAX
3D Theatre and Dragon’s Lair Mini Golf.
Package also includes gift cards for
Planet Hollywood, Tony’s Roma'’s, Hard
Rock Café and Jimmy Buffet's
Margaritaville for lunch/dinner, as well
as gift certificates to Vanity Accessory
Boutique and A
Silver Shack.

The Sheraton
Myrtle Beach
Convention Center
Hotel is offering a
four-day, three-night vacation package.
Centrally located in Myrtle Beach, S.C.,
the winning bidder can relax and
unwind in one of 402 spacious guest
rooms, each featuring The Sheraton
Sweet Sleeper Bed. An indoor pool and
fully equipped fitness center offer a
revitalizing workout. Enjoy Breakfast for
two in our own Vidalia’s, a full-service
signature restaurant. Enjoy a taste of
Myrtle Beach at Original Benjamin’s
Calabash Seafood Buffet and a $50
Dining Certificate at Jimmy Buffett’s
“Margaritaville.” Also included are two
tickets to The Carolina Opry and Good
Vibrations.

Sheratonr

HOTELS & RESORTH

o Maryland Tourism
(G Partners offers its
\YENEYaPNNB]  Baltimore Package,
WELCOME brimming with

cuisine, museumes, live
theater and sporting events.The Inner
Harbor is home for the Maryland
Science Center and the National
Aquarium. Fort McHenry and the B&O
Railroad Museum offer historical
tourism. Package includes desk clock,
glass mug, rolling duffle suitcase and
coffee table book, as well as gift cards
to restaurants, tours, zoo and
museums. Maryland Tourism Partners
also offers “Exploring the National
Road—Frederick, Hagerstown and
Cumberland.”

AEG National

Group Sales of

California offers a

Tutankhamen
Touring Ticket Package and Gift Basket
for Dallas, Atlanta, San Francisco and
Indianapolis. Book your tour groups in
all four exhibit locations with a group
of 10 complimentary tickets.
Tutankhamen and the Golden Age of
the Pharaohs will be exhibited in
Dallas through May of 2009 and San
Francisco (June-Oct. 2009). Simul-
taneously, Tutankhamen The Golden
King and the Great Pharaohs will be
exhibited in Atlanta through May of
2009 and Indianapolis (June-Oct. 2009).

Nashville offers Music City Hits,
encouraging marching to the beat of
your own drummer, singing your own
song, all that good stuff. So while
you're here, you've gotta write your
own ticket. Choose the places that you
want to go with the Music City Star
Card, good for free admission to all of
Nashville’s exciting attractions. This
package also includes two nights of
hotel accommodations at the
spectacular Gaylord Opryland Resort &
Convention Center.

Come and enjoy the seaside resort of
Ocean City, Maryland with a package
that includes two-night stays at three
premier Ocean City properties: the
luxurious oceanfront Hilton Suites; the
Grand hotel featuring oceanfront
rooms on Ocean City’s exciting
Boardwalk; and the Princess Bayside,
where you can enjoy the fabulous
private bay front beach and
breathtaking sunsets. An eco-friendly
water sports center is right on
property.To complement your trip, an
O.C.-themed Cocktail Party Set and a
decorative seashore flag to remind you
of your favorite beach.

Kissimmee, Florida offers a five-night,
six-day vacation package for two

including
accommodations
at the Country Inn
& Suites. Deluxe




Did You Know?

Supporting the Foundation’s worthy
causes is easy using our online
“Make A Donation” form.

Ottawa Tourism is offering a vacation
to Canada’s capital city, where
attractions include historic Parliament
Building architecture.
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rooms feature two queen beds, in-room
mini refrigerator and microwave, and
mornings start off right with
complimentary continental breakfasts.
Package also provides Dollar Rent-A-Car
for six days. Enjoy admission to Kennedy
Space Center and lunch with an
astronaut and the NASA Up Close Tour;
admission to Mindy O Waterpark
including lunch; admission to Gatorland
and Adventure Hour; and all-day
armbands at Fun Spot USA and passes
to fly Skycoaster.Enjoy a relaxing dinner
at Sunset Sam'’s Restaurant. Dinner at
the Arabian Nights Dinner Attraction
includes preferred seating and behind-
the-scenes experiences viewing the
horse and riders before the show.
Ottawa Tourism offers a weekend
stay for two at the Ramada Plaza
Manoir du Casino in a deluxe
upgraded room with breakfast each
day; sightseeing cruise for two on the
Ottawa River or the Rideau Canal with
Paul’s Boat Lines; Passes for two for
“Afternoon Tea and Theatre on the
Veranda” at historic Laurier House;
Two Canada'’s Capital Museum
Passports donated by Ottawa
Tourism; travel portfolios with
passport wallets for two from Les
Suites Ottawa; certificate for two to
attend a music, dance or theatre
production at the National Arts
Centre; Ottawa Little Theatre provides
two tickets to any theatre production;
A Land & Water tour of Canada’s
Capital Region with Lady Dive
Amphibus; from the National Gallery
of Canada, napkin rings and a framed
print; Dinner for two at Banco in the
Casino du Lac Leamy, valued at $60.
Splash Lagoon Indoor Water Park
Resort in Erie, Pa., offers a
“Splashtacular Package” for up to 12
guests. Escape to a tropical paradise in
Erie Splash Lagoon, voted a Top Ten
Water Park in North America in 2008.
Splash and swim in 84 degree comfort
all year round. Splash Lagoon has
something for kids of all ages from
swirling tube and body slides to the

lazy river, family and adults-only hot
tubs. Package includes: Two nights’
luxurious accommodations in our
Super Suites at Holiday Inn Express Erie.

The Virginia Beach CVB, host for
Marketplace 2008, offers a “Live the
Life” Package, including overnight
accommodations for two at the
Crowne Plaza Virginia Beach, Harbor
Seal Splash Experience for two from
the Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science
Center, massage for two from the A.R.E.
Massage Day Spa Center, Kayaking for
two from Surf & Adventure, two tickets
to a show at the Sandler Center for the
Performing Arts from the Virginia Arts
Festival, and dinner for two at
McCormick & Schmick’s Restaurant.

Oklahoma'’s Remington Park Race
Track and Casino offers a Group Racing
package in Remington Park’s Silks
Dining Room overlooking the
racetrack, good during the 2009
Quarter Horse or Thoroughbred Meet
or Remi’s Casino buffet for 50 in 2009.
Your evening Silks would include the
following: complimentary bus parking,
reserved tables in the starting gate
section of the silks dining room, $10
lucky dough/ casino free play, 3 course
dinner, tax and gratuity included, and
Remington Park Official Racing
Programs. Or choose a “Day at Casino”
including complimentary bus parking,
50 Remis Buffet Vouchers, $10 lucky
dough/casino free play and
motorcoach welcome reception.

For the more historically inclined, the
Pennsylvania Dutch CVB has donated
an overnight getaway package.

The Holiday Inn Mansfield/Foxboro
offers a three-night package for two
that includes all food, two New
England Patriotic tickets, two tickets to
Captain John Whale Watch, $100 Gift
certificate to Bass Pro Shops Outdoor
World in Foxboro, and two tickets to
Plimoth Plantation worth $56.

Ottawa’s Pathway Tours offers 20
concert tickets for Daniel O’'Donnell at
the Hudson 400 in Albany, N.Y., for a
show on Aug. 10,2009 at 2 p.m.



https://aba.teameventmanagement.com/Donation/donation.asp
http://www.ottawatourism.ca
http://www.erieinns.com
http://www.erieinns.com
http://www.vbfun.com
http://www.remingtonpark.com
http://www.remingtonpark.com
http://www.padutchcountry.com/
www.holidayinn.com/bos-mansfield
http://www.pathwaytours.com

