

















Georgetown also
uses the coach for
its other teams as
well. Baseball,
lacrosse and track-
and-field seasons

are coming.

Did You Know?

Since ABA posted a sample letter on
the charter rules on buses.org, nearly
60 operators have answered the call
to action and written letters to both
senators and their representative.
ABA thanks those who took the time
to write, and encourages other opera-
tors to take just a few moments to
personalize ABA's sample letter and
write to Congress. Click here to send
yours now.

ABA

MEXICAN MEMOS
Mexico Tourism Board Sends Official
Letter To Reassure Travelers

With Mexico’s drug-related incidents
making the news more frequently,
Mexico Tourism Board CEO Oscar Fitch
decided it was time to reassure tourists
that popular destinations are as
enticing as ever.

In a letter addressed “Dear American
Tourism Industry Partners,” Fitch
writes: “As you may know, the media
has been stressing news about the
violent issues related to drug
trafficking in Mexico; however,
consumers do understand that these
are isolated events taking place in
perfectly delimited areas and most of
them occur far away from tourist
destinations. Mexico continues to have
a positive image among American
travelers ... hotel occupancy rates in
the main tourist destinations exceeded
those of 2008.”

Mexico places a strong emphasis on
tourism, which has continuously
grown the tourism population each
year.“The government’s top priority is
to guarantee that tourist return home
with the best memories of Mexico.”

The reactivation of the travel alert by
the U.S. State Department “does not
intend in any way to discard Mexico as
a tourist destination, but to inform
citizens on the precautions to be taken
when facing definite violent
situations,” said Leslie Bassett, Business
Representative of the U.S.Embassy in
Mexico.

SPORTS SECTION
Georgetown Hoyas Ride MCI
To NCAA Tournament Game

The Georgetown University men’s
basketball team may have lost in its
first postseason NCAA Big East
conference game in Madison Square
Garden, but the Hoyas gave rave
reviews to their customized 2008 MCI

J4500 motorcoach used to get them to
the game.

The coach is owned and operated by
First Priority Trailways and customized
to Georgetown'’s specifications, says
Marcia Milton, president and CEO of
First Priority, based in District Heights,
Maryland. Georgetown also uses the
coach for its other teams as well.
Baseball, lacrosse and track-and-field
seasons are coming.

Built to accommodate tall and broad
athletes, the coach features 15
oversized, electrically-operated swivel
captain’s chairs that fully recline as well
as a top-of-the-line entertainment
system with six oversized video
monitors, DirecTV, XM radio, and
electrical outlets so the athletes can
use their own portable devices. There's
also a Corian-topped galley in the rear
with a sink and a stainless-steel ice
chest.The outside is festooned with a
Georgetown-blue wrap featuring the
school’s mascot.

“The players really like it,” Milton
says.”It makes them feel like they're
not on a bus.”



Can’t wait for the
ABA Insider to make
the office rounds?

Sign up today to receive
it automatically by
e-mail every other week.

Click here to be added
to the ABA Insider
distribution list.

Did You Know?

ABA President & CEO Peter Pantuso,
CTIS, is the newest member of
National Journal’s transportation
panel of experts. Read his post on
intermodalism.

New Members—Print and Add to
Your 2009 ABA Motorcoach Marketer

MOTORCOACH OPERATOR
BUSCHARTER dot NET

P.Schmidhofer, President

450 N.E.91st St.

Miami, FL 33138-3151

PH 1-305-759-0044, FAX 1-305-757-4569
info@buscharter.net

www.buscharter.net

Heartland Motor Coach Inc./Heartland Trailways
Mark Alexander, Sales Manager

P.O.Box 3243

St.Joseph, MO 64503-0243

PH 1-816-279-7800, FAX 1-816-279-4552
marka@heartlandcoach.com
www.heartlandcoach.com

Milaker Transportation Inc.

Craig Mlaker, President

1976 Valley View Drive

Davidsville, PA 15928

PH 1-814-479-2515, FAX 1-814-479-2197
mlaker@mlaker.com

www.Mlaker.com

TOUR OPERATOR

Equator3 Tours LLC

Verl Thomas, Partner

175 E. 96th St. Suite 18Q

New York, NY 10128

PH 1-212-348-5449, FAX 1-212-348-1253
info@equator3.com

www.equator3.com

Purpose Driven Tours

Wayne Barber, President

3924 Lake Catherine Drive

Jackson, MS 39212

PH 1-601-371-8733, FAX 1-601-371-8733
wayne@purposedriventours.org
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Eron Shosteck, Editor In Chief
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AMERICAN BUS ASSOCIATION

700 13th Street NW, Suite 575
Washington, DC 20005

(202) 842-1645

FAX (202) 842-0850

E-MAIL: abainfo@buses.org
www.buses.org

www.purposedriventours.org

TRAVEL INDUSTRY

Arlington Convention & Visitor Service
Emily Cassell, Director

1100 N. Glebe Road, Suite 1500
Arlington, VA 22201

PH 1-703-228-0875, FAX 1-703-228-0806
ecassell@arlingtonva.us

www.stayarlington.com
DMO - Convention & Visitors Bureaus

Best Western Regency House Hotel
Megha Pamdey, Sales & Marketing

140 Route 23 N.

Pompton Plains, NJ 07444

PH 1-973-696-6525, FAX 1-973-696-1781
megha@bwrhh.com
www.regencyhousehotel.com

Lodging

Cactus Willies Buffets Baltimore & Laurel MD
Brian Kropp, Vice President

7940 Eastern Ave,

Baltimore, MD 21224

PH 1-410-282-8268, FAX 1-410-288-0233
beslkroppe@comcast.net

www.cactuswillies.com

Food Service, Management Group

Cherry Cove Hospitality

Beverly Brown, Director of Sales

22211 Three Notch Road

Hampton Inn Lexington Park

Lexington Park, MD 20653

PH 1-301-863-3200, FAX 1-301-863-7865
beverly.brown@hilton.com

www.cherrycove.com
Lodging, Management Group

Comfort Inn Troutville

Ginger Andersen, Sales Manager

2545 Lee Highway

Troutville, VA 24175

PH 1-540-992-5600, FAX 1-540-966-3049
ginger@dli.roacoxmail.com
www.confortinn.com/hotel-troutville-virginia-va413
Lodging

Garden of the Gods Visitor & Nature Center
Bonnie Frum, Director of Operations

1805 N.30th St.

Colorado Springs, CO 80904

PH 1-719-219-0101, FAX 1-719-634-0094
bfrum@gardenofgods.com

www.gardenofgods.com
Attraction - Other

Patuxent Research Refuge, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Nell Baldacchino, Visitor Services Manager

10901 Scarlet Tanager Loop

Laurel, MD 20708-4027

PH 1-301-497-4766, FAX 1-301-497-5765
nell_baldacchino@fws.gov

patuxent.fws.gov
Attraction - Other

Sweet Shop USA

Krista Webb, Director of Marketing

1316 Industrial Road

Mount Pleasant, TX 75455

PH 1-903-575-5509, FAX 1-903-575-0050
kristaw@sweetshopusa.com

www.sweetshopusa.com
Factory Tour, Shopping

QUALIFIED OPERATORS

The following Motorcoach & Tour Operators have submitted
application(s) for membership between March 11,2009 -
March 24,2009 and have met all membership requirements.
They are currently in the mandatory 30 Day period for
member comments.

Birmingham Tour Services Inc.
Trussville, AL
Don Tribble, Vice President

BTL International Co.LTD
(DOT 1362983 MC 584632)
Niagara Falls, NY

Tony Shen, Owner

Crosby Tours

Brooklyn, NY

Monika Bialokur, President
www.crosbytours.com

Gotham Coach Service
(DOT 1672846 MC 617898)
East Islip, NY

Michael Tollin, President
www.gothamlimoservice.com

Grace Tours LLC

(DOT 1615832 MC 597265)
Savannah, GA

Abraham Postell, Owner/CEO
www.grdce-limo.com

Happy Trails (VIP Express Bus dba )
(DOT 1014453 MC 426790)
Houston, TX

Paul Huang, Managing Member
wWw.vipexpressbus.com

Heavenly Journeys

(DOT 1713328 MC 628502)
Waynesboro, GA

Craig Carter, Owner
heavenlycharters.com

Horizon Motor Coach Inc.
(DOT 726008 MC 332300)
Harlem, GA

Alvin Harris, CEO
www.horizonmotorcoach.com

Mdt, Inc

(DOT 1067730 MC 445341)
Seekonk, MA

Mario Dinis, President
www.mdtbus.com



