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MEMBER ALERT
TO: 
    ABA Members  
FROM:  President & CEO Peter Pantuso
DATE:   December 8, 2010
RE:
   Help Stop Bad Bus Bill; Mica Chairs T& I; Vote Motorcoach Council 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ABA Members Encouraged To Speak Out Against A Bad Bus Bill

As Congress nears the end of its “lame duck” session, everyone in the motorcoach, tour and travel industry should be aware for the potential that S. 554 could still pass if tacked on to another bill. If S. 554 slips through on the back of another bill, science will lose to politics -- and it will force many small, mom-and-pop bus companies to go out of business without a public safety benefit. A bill to ensure government funding into the next year could be the vehicle proponents of S. 554 use to get that bill passed.
Your voice is urgently needed on Capitol Hill. ABA urges all members to contact their Senators using ABA’s customizable letter [http://www.buses.org/Government-Affairs/Get-Involved], and tell them that S. 554 could actually turn back the clock on the industry’s top goal – the safety of its passengers – by forcing the federal government to mandate the bill's provisions in a haphazard, unscientific manner lacking sufficient research or study. We can and must do better – the American traveling public deserves nothing less! S.554 will force your company to curtail service to needy Americans by making it impossible for you to afford to provide that needed mobility – and all without adding to everyone’s common goal of enhancing bus safety. H.R. 1135 is, in contrast to S. 554, a model of science-driven safety. 
Motorcoaches are the safest form of ground transportation, and the industry fully supports making them even safer. ABA hopes the new Congress convening in January will make a key priority H.R. 1135 introduced by Rep Bill Shuster (R-Penn.), as it provides engineers adequate timeframes, and provides methodologies recognized as the most scientific way to research issues such as fire suppression, emergency egress and roof strength standards to incorporate any regulatory changes into motorcoach design. 
Mica New Chairman Of Transportation & Infrastructure Committee

Rep. John L. Mica (R-Fla.) was confirmed by vote of the House Republican Conference today to serve as Chairman of the Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure in the 112th Congress. He succeeds Rep. Jim Oberstar (D-Minn.). 

The Committee has jurisdiction over highways, transit, rail, and emergency management, among other travel modes. ABA applauds Mica for identifying passage of a new six-year Highway Reauthorization bill as a top priority. 

“The Committee must pass stalled major surface transportation” legislation, Mica said. “It is critical that Congress jumpstarts transportation projects to rebuild our nation’s crumbling infrastructure and get people working.”

Mica has served as the Committee’s GOP leader since 2006, and he has been a member of the Committee since first elected to Congress in 1992.

 

Motorcoach Council Needs Your Votes In Pepsi Challenge

The Motorcoach Council is urging everyone in the motorcoach, tour and travel industry to support its campaign to win $250K from the Pepsi “Refresh Everything” project. The goals of the goals of the Council’s campaign are to drive awareness of green transportation options; to construct three large coach sculptures each made of 50 recycled cars; to secure national media attention during construction & installation; to educate the public as to the savings in carbon emissions with coach; and to generate more consumer choices of eco-friendly. To find out more about the campaign and to cast your vote, visit http://www.refresheverything.com/gocoach.  
Please feel free to email me at ppantuso@buses.org or call me at 202-218-7229 with any questions or feedback.[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4.png]
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