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Guide to Hiring Bus Companies for Student Extracurricular Activities

Using a list of prequalified bus companies for transporting students to and from extracurricular activities is the
simplest way to assure uniformity throughout a State, county, or school.

A. If no list of prequalified bus companies is available, request the bus company’s USDOT number
and log on to www.safersys.org for information, including:

the bus company’s current USDOT safety rating, if issued, and the date of the company’s last
compliance review (on-site inspection by motor carrier safety authorities);

whether the company is authorized to transport passengers for hire;
whether the company has current insurance in force;

the company’s record of regulatory violations and roadside out-of-service violations, with a
comparison to national averages; and

the company’s highway crash history.
B. Whether or not you are working from a list of prequalified bus companies, ask the following
questions:
Does the driver have a current commercial driver's license (CDL) with a passenger endorsement?
Does the driver possess a valid medical certificate?

Does the company have a driver drug and alcohol testing program that complies with U.S. DOT
regulations?

Will your trip be completed within the legal limit of 10 driving hours? If not, will there be a second
driver or overnight rest stop scheduled to legally complete the trip?

Does the company have its buses inspected annually? By whom?
Does the company have the required $5 million of public liability insurance?

Does the company subcontract with others for equipment and/or drivers? If so, what is the name of
the second bus company and its USDOT number?

Does the company have notification procedures for roadside emergencies and breakdowns? Is the
driver equipped with a wireless communications device?

The best defense against a life-endangering incident is a well-qualified, healthy, and rested driver. Take the
time to check out the company and driver you hire. For more information on ensuring a safe trip, visit
www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safetyprogs/bus.htm. Your students, and their parents, will greatly appreciate it.
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Joseph M. Clapp is the Administrator of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA). FMCSA
is one of 12 operating administrations within the U. S. Department of Transportation and is one of the
newest agencies created by Congress in more than 30 years. The agency is solely dedicated to improving
truck and bus safety on the nation’s highways.

Mr. Clapp retired in 1995 as Chairman of Roadway Services, Inc., Akron, Ohio, then
a $5 billion firm engaged in the transportation and logistics business through its sub-
sidiaries Roadway Express, Roadway Package System (RPS), Viking Freight, Spartan
Express, Coles Express, Roberts Express, Roadway Logistics Systems (ROLS), and
Roadway Global Air. These companies employed more than 60,000 people at over
1,000 facilities worldwide.

Mr. Clapp began his career in transportation in 1959 with Ryder Tank Lines where
he was director of safety and personnel. In 1967 he joined Roadway Express.

3 In 1975 he was appointed Vice President and assigned to the Washington, D.C.
office of the company. In 1979 he was named Vice President-Commerce of Roadway Express at its Akron,
Ohio, headquarters. Mr. Clapp became Senior Vice President of the parent company, Roadway Services, in
1982. In 1985 he was named Vice Chairman-Corporate Services, and Vice President and President in 1986.
He became Chief Executive Officer and Chairman in1987.

He has served as the Chairman of the Transportation Research Board of the National Academy of Sciences
and was a 1987 recipient of its W.N. Carey Distinguished Service Award. He has served on the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) Research Coordinating Committee and the FHWA National Motor Carrier
Advisory Committee. He is a former chairman of the Regular Common Carrier Conference and the American
Trucking Associations Foundation. He was a member of the Business Roundtable, and the Business Advisory
Council of the Northwestern University Transportation Center. He is a three-time recipient of the Wall Street
Transcript CEO Gold Award for the trucking industry.

Currently, Mr. Clapp is a director of the Eno Transportation Foundation, the Law Enforcement Foundation,
and the Distribution Committee of the Gar Foundation. He is a member of numerous community organiza-
tions in the Akron area.

Mr. Clapp is a 1958 graduate of the University of North Carolina where he was a member of Alpha Kappa
Psi, Phi Eta Sigma, and Phi Beta Kappa. He served in the Air National Guard and the Air Force Reserve.
He and his wife, Helen, have two daughters, Kathryn Dickerson and Amy Beatty.

President George W. Bush appointed him as the first Administrator of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration on October 4, 2001.
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