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Support a Safer Motorcoach Industry by Amending S.453
Section 3. Regulations Required Within 1 Year. 
(a) CONCURRENCE OF RESEARCH AND RULEMAKING.-- CONCURRENCE OF RESEARCH AND RULEMAKING.--  Under sections (3), (4),(5) and (12) of this Act the Secretary shall ensure that the research programs are carried out concurrently in order to be able to assess the results, potential countermeasures, costs and benefits concurrently. When considering each of the rulemaking provisions, the Secretary may initiate a single rulemaking proceeding covering all aspect or may combine the rulemakings as the Secretary deems appropriate.  If undertaking separate rulemaking proceedings, the Secretary shall consider whether each other aspect of rulemaking may contribute to addressing the safety need determined to require rulemaking, shall consider the benefits obtained through the safety belt rulemaking and shall avoid duplicative benefits, costs and countermeasures.
(b) RETROFIT STANDARDS FOR IN USE MOTORCOACHES. – Retrofit Requirements for Existing Motorcoaches – The Secretary may, by regulation, provide for the application of  equipment established under subsection (a) or (b)(2) to motorcoaches manufactured before the date on which the requirement applies to new motorcoaches under paragraph (1), based on an assessment of the technical feasibility, benefits and cost of retrofitting the older motorcoaches and a finding that the standard can be met through a federal motor vehicle safety standard applicable to the equipment and a federal motor carrier safety regulation applicable to the motorcoach.  As part of its assessment, the Secretary must find that the equipment can be certified by the equipment manufacturer as meeting the requisite performance requirements, and is readily attachable subsequent to initial manufacture by the operator and enforceable through visible roadside inspection.  The Secretary shall complete an assessment with respect to safety belt retrofits not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act and anti-ejection countermeasure retrofits not later than 2 years after the date of the enactment of this act.
(3)Any final rule issued under paragraph (2) above shall provide lead time and a phase in schedule under which no more than 50% of a motorcoach operators fleet in the model year six years following publication of the Final Rule must be required to comply with the new requirements, and 100% of a motorcoach operators fleet in the model year twelve years following publication of the Final Rule must comply with the retrofit requirements.  In establishing the phase in schedule, the Secretary shall give consideration to design and construction adaptations required by each aspect of rulemaking being required under subparagraph (2) above
(e)  If the Secretary determines that the deadline for a final rule under this section cannot be met, the Secretary shall -- (1) notify the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representatives and explain why that deadline cannot be met; and (2) establish a new deadline.
Section 4 Standards for Improved Fire Safety
Sec. 4(b)(2) …United States Code, the Secretary may terminate the rulemaking and shall submit a report….
PER-BUS ESTIMATED COSTS FOR A NEW BUS OF VEHICLE MANDATES IN S. 453

TOTAL ESTIMATED PER-BUS MANDATE COST
$60,000 – $70,000

TOTAL ESTIMATED MANDATE COST FOR A 30 BUS FLEET

$1,800,000 -- $2,100,000

ITEMIZED COSTS OF S. 453 VEHICLE MANDATES:
1. Three point seatbelts at every seat, Section 3(a)

$15,000.00 (including enhanced compartmentalization; retrofit would be more than double because new seats, strengthened floors required)

2. Advanced window glazing in each window, Section 3(b)(2)

$7,000.00 (Tempered multi-layer)

3. Installation of improved firefighting equipment, Sections 4(a)(1), 4(a)(2), 5(a)(1)

$6,000.00 (Kiddie fire detection and suppression system)

4. Improved compartmentalization (including enhanced seat designs), Sections 5(a)(3), 5(b)

Included in cost estimate for 3 point belt. Seat back raised 4 inches and foam added


5. Enhanced stability technology, including electronic stability control,
roll stability control, and torque vectoring, Section 3(b)(3)

$3,000 (retrofit cost would be triple)

6. Improved roof strength and crush resistance that substantially improves resistance to deformation and intrusion, Section 3(b)(1)

$8,000-$10,000 (structural reinforcements to roof bows and vertical supports)

7. Enhanced fire hardening or fire resistance of motorcoach exteriors to prevent fire and smoke inhalation injuries to passengers, Sections 4(a)(1), 

$ 13,000 

This includes flame hardening of exterior body panels, both composition and geometry; hazardous location electrical fixture and connection hardening; hardening and relocating exhaust outlets from engine and supplemental heater to mitigate flame propagation 

8. Improved emergency evacuation designs -- emergency exit window, door and roof hatch, Sections 4(a)(5)(A), 4(a)(5) (B), 

9. Enhanced motorcoach interiors to improve resistance of interiors and
components to burning, inhalation of toxic smoke and permit sufficient time for the safe evacuation of passengers, Sections 4(a)(2), 

$11,000  

The main cost here is to go over and above FMVSS 302 standards to a “Flame Block” material as the covering which is 3X the cost of the seat material.  Incremental costs to do all seats would be $4,000.00. To “Flame Retard” the balance of the interior would be another $7,000.00, for a total of $11,000.00.
10. Enhanced interior impact protections, Sections 5(a)(3), 5(b)

$3,000 (sidewall paneling only; seat costs covered in #1 above)


(End)


