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Thank you, Chairman Mica and members of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee for holding this discussion on the transportation reauthorization bill and its necessity to continuing the nation’s economic growth.  

I am a member of the private over-the-road bus and motorcoach industry that connects this nation.
 The Private over-the road bus and motorcoach industry provides 762 million passenger trips annually.

In addition to scheduled service, the industry provides charter and tour, commuter, rural transportation and airport shuttle services.  The industry does this with little or no federal subsidies and with little recognition for its contributions to the nation’s transportation system.

There are more private bus companies in Pennsylvania than any other state in the nation.  Examples of those companies in PA are: Megabus, which takes travelers from Philadelphia to New York City or Washington, DC for as little as one dollar.  Another ABA member company takes 10,000 passengers into New York City each week,  that figure translates into taking as many as 10,000 cars off the road each week, each way. These are only a few of the dozens of companies in the Northeast that provide private transportation to and from NYC every day.
Moreover, the motorcoach tour and travel industry provides significant economic benefits to every State.  According to the ABA’s Research Foundation in Pennsylvania alone, the motorcoach industry travel saves 1.5 million gallons of fuel, 2.3 million hours of wasted time. In addition, the motorcoach tourism industry directly supports 20,600 jobs and $1.5 billion in economic activity annually. Every motorcoach that overnights in a destination leaves as much as $12,000 behind in the local economy. Nationally motorcoach traveler and tourist demand creates jobs for 1 million Americans, generates $40 billion in wages, and accounts for $112 billion in total economic impact.
With the budget challenges facing every level of government, now is the time to consider how private industry, working in conjunction with the public sector and local and state governments, can best provide transportation options at lower costs with greater efficiency and a better level of service.

To continue to do what we do best, provide people with low cost, efficient and safe transportation, we bring to your attention legislative priorities that must be included in any transportation reauthorization bill.

· The industry must be included in the planning of transportation facilities at every level.  Because we need little federal monies to support our services, private motorcoach operators are rarely counted, and we are rarely consulted in planning.  We must incorporate motorcoach services in federal and state transportation planning as part of an integrated mass transportation solution.

· Protect the millions of private motorcoach passengers by enacting long-term authorizing legislation providing for over-the-road bus security assistance.   The current Intercity Bus Security Grant Program ($12 million annually) has been proposed for elimination by the Obama Administration even though the federal Transportation Security Administration has recommended such a program in its security review of the motorcoach industry.
· Over 60% of on-board fatalities in motorcoach accidents over the last decade involved unsafe or illegal bus operators.  We have to give the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) additional enforcement tools to keep these bad operators off of our roads and ensure that FMCSA makes their first priority for safe commercial operations, people and not cargo.

· The industry also has a small grant program ($8.8 million annually) to help install wheelchair lifts on motorcoaches in order to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  This funding should be increased to $47 million annually to cover the actual cost of ADA compliance (including maintenance and training) and allow motorcoach operators to service all Americans.

· Provide tax credits for new motorcoach purchases to support rural transportation, job creation and as newer coaches are environmentally “cleaner”, environmental stewardship.

· Increase transportation access for rural Americans by increasing the so-called “5311(f)” program (49 U.S.C. 5311(f)) which allows states the funds to increase connections for rural Americans to reach urban centers.

· Provide private motorcoach industry diesel fuel tax parity with passenger rail and publicly funded mass transportation.  Publicly funded transit buses and passenger rail pay no federal fuel tax yet compete directly with many of our private operators.  Our services are on par (if not better) than many transit agencies, we should be treated equally when it comes to fuel tax rates.
· Allow states to decide whether their Essential Air Service funds would be better used in establishing an “Essential Bus Service” program which would provide more service, at less cost with more options, than relying on EAS alone.  An EBS service would also fill in the gaps in America’s rail and air transportation network.

