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Fiesta San Antonio, Canada’s Naval Centennial Lead 2010 ABA Top 100 Events

ABA has released the 2010 Top 100
Events in North America list, naming the
Fiesta San Antonio April 15-25 the Top
U.S.Event for 2010, and the Canadian
Naval Centennial June 2010 in Victoria,
B.C.,and in Halifax, N.S., in July, with
events also slated in other cities, the Top
Canadian Event.

The 28th annual ABA Top 100 Events
In North America is a key guide for
professional travel planners and the
genera| publlcThe list hlghllghts the The Cana.dian Navy has.been planning for its 2010

. . o Centennial for almost five years.
top fairs, festivals, parades, exhibits,
theater, and shows across North
America. While the Top 100 Events are
not ranked, ABA does highlight both
the Top U.S. and Top Canadian Events
for each year.

“With the vibrant history of San
Antonio and the natural draw of a fiesta
on such a grand scale, as well as the
nautical traditions to be celebrated in
the Canadian Naval Centennial
anniversary events, coupled with the
motorcoach—friendly aspects of bOth, More than 3.5 million people attend Fiesta San Antonio
these two are great examples of the sveryyear
wonderful group travel destinations North America has to offer,” said ABA
President & CEO Peter J. Pantuso, CTIS.”These events, along with the other 2010
Top 100 winners, have a commitment to motorcoach and group tours, which can
mean significantly larger crowds and more tourism spending for each
destination.”

Studies from the ABA Foundation indicate a single motorcoach group of 55
travelers spending just one night at a destination can infuse that local economy
with up to $11,660 in tourism dollars spent on lodging, meals, admissions, fees,
shopping, souvenirs, services, and local taxes. And, of course, events drawing large
groups can create jobs.

The Top 100 list is chosen from more than 500 events nominated by state and
provincial tourism officials, CVBs and DMOs from across North America. A 17-
member Selection Committee of tour operators bases its selections on the
events’ broad appeal, their accessibility to large groups arriving by motorcoach,
and a variety of other criteria. This year’s Committee meetings took place in host
destination Ely, Nevada. The full 2010 Top 100 winners list is on
www.buses.org/top100.






















In the States

Continued

[-95 in Virginia at
mile marker 163
will shut down
lanes completely
on the nights of
September 21-22.

|
Did You Know?

Florida's Northwest Coast includes
15 dune lakes so rare that they are
only found in the Beaches of South
Walton and remote portions of
Africa and Australia.
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Sept. 22, the replacement of overhead
signs between Route 1 and Lorton Road
(mile marker 163) will on both nights
shut down travel on |-95 completely.On
both nights, two of three lanes will close
at 10:30 p.m.,and all lanes will be
stopped for up to 30 minutes after
midnight and again between 1 a.m.and
2 a.m. Expect 45 minute delays.

In mid-October, a traffic shift for
bridge widening on southbound [-95
at Newington will cause one or more
lanes to close between 9:30 p.m.-5 a.m.
Expect 20-minute delays. In addition,
motorcoach drivers and all other
motorists can expect single-lane
closures on I-95 North and South
weekdays throughout the fall. For
information, log on to
www.vamegaprojects.com.

New York City Taxes Hotel
“Room Remarketers”

New York City on Sept. 1 began
imposing a new 5.875 percent tax on
any party who books or facilitates
the booking of hotel rooms through
the Internet “or any other means
whatsoever.” Such booking agents are
referred to as “room remarketers.”
The room remarketer tax, enacted in
late June as an amendment to New
York's Hotel Occupancy Tax, requires

that anyone who resells a New York
hotel room remit a tax based on the
full amount paid by the customer,
including any service fees or charges.
A“remarketer”is defined to mean “any
person, excluding the [hotel] operator,
having any right, access, ability, or
authority, through an Internet
transaction or any other means
whatsoever, to offer, reserve, book,
arrange for, remarket, distribute, broker,
resell, or facilitate the transfer of rooms.

The tax applies to the difference
between amounts received for booking
a hotel room and amounts paid to the
hotel operator for the room. It includes
“any service and/or booking fees that
are a condition of occupancy.”

n

DC Issues Bus Guidelines
For Sept. 12 March

The Washington, DC government has
issued bus guidelines for the Sept. 12
“March On Washington” by the Tea Party
Movement to protest higher taxes.
The demonstrators will convene
at 9 a.m. at Freedom Plaza to hear
speakers and music. At 11:30 a.m.,
the march will start from Freedom
Plaza (at the intersection of 14th
Street & Pennsylvania Ave. NW), and
participants will head to the West
Lawn of the U.S. Capitol.

PBA Works to Resolve Coach
School Use Issue

The Pennsylvania Bus Association (PBA)
recently resolved an issue that could
have had a huge financial hit for its
motorcoach members.

Under Pennsylvania’s Vehicle Code,
motorcoaches are permitted to be used
for“Special School Related Events,” but
not to and from school.This law (Act 10)
was passed in May 1993.PBA has
documentation dated 1996 and 2001
from the State Police and PennDOT
indicating that “Special School Related
Events” shall be defined by the school
district, not those two departments.




The State Police
Commissioner has
agreed that it is not
their role to
interpret “Special
School Related

Events.”

|
Did You Know?

The winding and crooked
“switchbacks” design of San
Francisco’s Lombard Street was the
result of needing to reduce the hill's
natural 27 percent grade, which was
too steep for most vehicles.
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In May, PBA received a call from a
PBA motorcoach member stating that
a State Police sergeant had been
interpreting “Special School Related
Events” as only field trips and
championship trips, and not scheduled
sporting events, such as baseball,
football, etc.

“Clearly, this made no sense, so we
began a three-month effort to get to
the bottom of it,” PBA's Elaine Ferrell
said.”A meeting with our attorney
found no PennDOT legal opinion on
‘Special School Related Event.”

State House leadership contacted
PennDOT’s lobbyist, who indicated
PennDOT does not have an opinion
on the issue, adding that such
decisions are left to the discretion
of school districts.

“But a State Trooper attended the
June Pennsylvania School Bus
Association convention, and again
stated the policy limiting use of
motorcoaches for Special School-
Related Events,” Ferrell added.”l
heard from three motorcoach
members attending who have
school buses within hours of
the presentation.”

In July, PBA reached out to the State
Senator who chairs the Law and
Justice Committee, and who has one

of the largest bus operators in the
state within his district. As a result, on
August 10 PennDQOT, the State Police,
the Public Utilities Commission, the
State Senator,and PBA member
operators met to resolve how to
correctly interpret the “Special School
Related Events”issue, because school
was starting and contracts were
being delayed.

The State Police Commissioner has
agreed that it is not their role to
interpret “Special School Related
Events,” and that it is the responsibility
of the school district to do so.PBA has
been told they will be receiving an
official letter to that effect.

“Our next step is to get a legislative
fix on this phrase of words that comes
back to haunt us about every seven
years,” Ferrell concluded.”ABA’s Norm
Littler was a tremendous asset when
he guided me toward NHTSA’s
Guidelines for Pupil Transportation,
which was passed in December 1992.
It is there that we finally saw where
the term ‘Special School Related
Events’ originated from. It was
adopted from NHTSA.”

San Francisco Bans Bus
Parking to View Curvy Street

San Francisco city officials are asking
tour buses not to park anywhere on
Mason Street near the bottom of
Lombard Street, and are emphasizing
that they will have an aggressive
enforcement program of ticketing
violators. Any out-of-town buses
attempting to give its passengers

a view of Lombard Street (the most
curvy street in the city, with eight
sharp turns, or switchbacks) should
park in the white zone in front of
1075 Columbus (Bimbo’s 365 Club),
and have its passengers walk the
two blocks to the bottom of
Lombard Street. Local area residents
are attempting to make the area
off-limits to buses, citing quality-of-
life issues.



The ABA

Foundation seeds
the industry’s

future.

Did You Know?

The first refrigerator mini-bar
debuted in hotels in the early 1960s.
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FOUNDATION FOCUS
Keep the Industry Moving Forward
With a Charitable Donation

Keep our industry moving forward
by supporting the George T. Snyder,
Jr.Scholarship Fund with a $35
donation and promote industry
research.

The ABA Foundation serves ABA
members and the entire motorcoach,
tour and travel industry by nurturing
tomorrow’s industry leaders and
showing how the industry binds
the nation together.

The Foundation provides 19
separate scholarships to encourage
the next generation of industry
leaders, and it offers experiential
learning opportunities through
two internship programs. Since its
inception in 1997, the ABAF
scholarship program has awarded
nearly $400,000 in academic
assistance to more than 150
students pursuing careers in the
hospitality field.

The Foundation also sponsors
groundbreaking research detailing

the positive impact motorcoach travel

!

has on the environment, how bus tour
groups infuse destinations with
tourism dollars that bolster local
economies across the country, and
how to market more effectively to
Baby Boomers. By the end of 2009,
the Foundation will release a study
on the economic impacts of group
travel state-by-state for the entire
country, showing that every state
is a bus state.

As part of your membership dues,
we ask that all ABA companies
contribute $35 to the ABA Foundation
so that we may continue our
charitable and research efforts on
behalf of the motorcoach, travel, and
tour industry. The donation has
already been added into the final
amount of your dues invoice.

Please tell your accounting staff to
include the $35 investment in the
Foundation’s critical programs as part
of your dues payment.

For more information on our
research and scholarship programs, as
well as additional opportunities to
contribute please contact the ABA
Foundation staff at (800) 283-2877 or
via e-mail dhoff@buses.org.

Chicago’s On The Scene Makes
Exclusive Inc. Magazine Rankings

Chicago’s On The Scene destination
management company has made
Inc. magazine’s exclusive list ranking
the top 500 privately held growth
companies in America, followed by
the top 5,000 growth companies.
The magazine ranks the companies
by sales growth as well as by their
relative ranking in their particular
industry.

On The Scene, operated by John
Stachnik, Jr.and Jay Weidner, was
ranked at 3,268 for 2009 in terms
of the fastest-growing privately
held companies. In addition, they
were ranked as having the 21st
fastest growth among travel-
related companies.


http://www.onthescenechicago.com/
www.inc.com/inc5000/2009/index.html

