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ABA Insider

T
he motorcoach industry supports
minimizing idling as part of its
environmental profile as the greenest travel
mode, ABA Senior Vice President for

Government Affairs & Policy Clyde Hart (right) told
a Metropolitan Washington Council of
Governments (MWCOG) diesel idle reduction
campaign launched July 13 in Washington.

“Our goal in participating in this campaign is to
increase awareness of the idling regulations,
increase access to adequate motorcoach parking
facilities, and to promote idle-reduction as a
positive behavior that helps bus drivers to avoid
fines, save money, cut fuel costs, and reduce engine
wear,” Hart told the audience. “We also welcome the
opportunity to highlight what motorcoaches are currently doing to reduce diesel
emissions and their efforts to provide environmental benefits.”

The event brought together the leading stakeholders in the bus and trucking
sectors, and speakers also included MWCOG, the DC Department of
Transportation, the DC Department of the Environment, the Maryland Department
of the Environment, the American Trucking Associations and ABA.

“Buses and motorcoaches play a critical role in our economy, our daily lives, and
in making transportation environmentally sustainable,” Hart continued. “Each full
motorcoach has the potential of removing up to 55 autos from the highway,
reducing congestion, cutting energy use, and reducing emissions.”

Hart emphasized “how important it is to convey crucial information and
communications on the varied idling rules in the many states and municipalities
that enforce them.” And with ABA serving as the voice of the industry at the event,
Hart also stressed the technological innovations that have made modern diesel
systems ultra-clean, and the need for parking facilities to accommodate tour buses
infusing the region with travel dollars.

“Both the 2007 and  the 2010 series engines in use in many motorcoach fleets
today provide such low emissions and so few particulates, that the air coming out
of the tail pipe is often times cleaner than the ambient air,” Hart said.

Having adequate parking facilities and accommodations that assist in keeping
the buses cool during the summer and the drivers warm during the winter helps
reduce idling. “It is important to remember that most motorcoach idling behavior
is done in the interest of passenger or driver comfort or in the interest of safety, as
a pre-and post- trip safety inspection of the vehicle while running is required by
federal authorities,” he said.

“It is our hope that through the success of this campaign, similar strides can be
made in other jurisdictions and in tourism centers across the nation,” Hart concluded.

Industry Supports Minimizing Motorcoach Idling 

Did You Know?
Become the exclusive sponsor of the
Marketplace 2011 Directory of
Participants! This online publication
is provided to all delegates prior to
and following Marketplace. Have
your company name and ad in full
view every time they refer to the
directory. The sponsorship is $5,500
and includes booth space on the net-
working floor. Call Jana Fields at
(800) 283-2877 x213 or e-mail
jfields@buses.org.
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Niagara Falls, where he took a cruise aboard “The Maid of the Mist,” even
keeping his souvenir logo rain slicker as a memento. From there he crossed the
border into Canada, making his way to the West Edmonton Mall in Alberta. Then
he crossed back into the United States and headed to the Milwaukee Art
Museum, as well as to have a chat on motorcoach tourism and travel with reps
from the Milwaukee CVB. He ended up this leg of his journey at the Legends
Outlet in Kansas City, Kan.

Where will Flat Pete go next? It’s up to you! If you haven’t yet taken Flat Pete for
an experiential tour at your attraction, now’s the time. Print out a color copy of
him, take him to your favorite tourist spot, snap a photo, and post it to ABA’s
Facebook page. It’s a great way to earn no-cost attention for your destination, and
to show ABA operators what you offer for group travelers. 

MEMBER SERVICES: Diebel New Communications Committee Chairman 
Hanover Holidays President Jim Diebel is the new Chairman of
the ABA Communications Committee, taking over for
outgoing Chairman Adam Andrusky of Bieber Transportation
Group, who stepped down earlier this month after accepting a
new job as director of sales for the Crowne Plaza in Reading,
Pa., but will retain his status as a Committee member. 

Diebel, who has served for more than a year as the
committee’s vice chairman, is also an ABA Board of Directors
member. Kim Plaskett, director of marketing for Greyhound
Lines, has been selected as the group’s new vice chair. 

MARKETPLACE PACE: Watch Marketplace Opening Ceremony Time-Lapse Videos
A production time-lapse video of the set-up for the Opening Ceremonies in the
Potomac Ballroom during the Capital Region Marketplace 2010 at the Gaylord
National Resort & Convention Center floor has been posted on YouTube. ABA has
also posted a production time-lapse video of the Charlotte 2009 Convention
Center Hall C set-up of that year’s Branson lunch. Watch in only six minutes each
what took crews up to three days to prepare!

MARKETPLACE PACE: Times Profiles Soldier Story Told by Orlando at ‘10 Show
Soldier Brendan Marrocco, who lost all four limbs in combat, and whose story Tony
Orlando told at Marketplace 2010, was profiled in The New York Times. Marrocco
was one of the soldiers about whom the Yellow Ribbon Fund provided an update
toward the conclusion of the Capital Region Marketplace at the Gaylord National. 

IN THE STATES: Connecticut Passes Belt Bill for School Buses
Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell signed a bill that will encourage school districts
to purchase school buses equipped with three-point, lap-and-shoulder seat belts

Jim Diebel
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Turning the engine off is 

one of the easiest steps 

for drivers to take to help 

improve air quality. 

This simple act will help 

drivers and companies 

avoid costly fines, save 

money and curb fuel use.  

For more information, visit 
TurnYourEngineOff.org.

John Kowalski, Bieber Transportation Group, Kutztown, Pa.; and Jay Newswanger,
R&J Transportation, Pottsville, Pa. Re-elected administrative board members
included James A. JeBran, Trans-Bridge Lines, Inc.; Nelson Floyd, Perkiomen Tours;
Scott Henry, Martz Trailways; Wayne Klein, Klein Transportation; Aerial Fullington
Weisman, Fullington Trailways; John Bailey, Bailey Coach; Amy Brooks,
Susquehanna Trailways; and David Myers, Myers Coach Lines. PBA officers
include Chairman James A. JeBran, Trans-Bridge Lines, Inc.; Vice Chairman Nelson
Floyd, Perkiomen Tours; Treasurer Aerial Fullington Weisman, Fullington
Trailways; and Secretary Patrick Cole, Cole Transportation.

IN THE STATES: Maine, U.S. DOT Agree on Amtrak Expansion
The Department of Transportation reached an agreement with Maine to begin
work on a project that will expand in the state. The grant agreement includes both
state money and $35 million provided by last year’s economic stimulus package,
which featured a total of $8 billion for high-speed passenger rail, though most of
that money was set aside for smaller speed upgrades to existing routes. The money
will be used to lengthen and improve infrastructure on Amtrak’s Downeaster route,
which currently runs five trains a day from Boston, Mass. to Portland, Maine. 

TRAVEL TRACKS: Gaylord Opryland Grand Re-Opening Slated For Nov. 15
The restoration of Nashville’s Gaylord Opryland is well underway and on
schedule as the property—host of ABA Marketplace in 2006 and 1997—works
toward its planned re-opening on November 15. All of the clean-up and
remediation work from May’s floods is completed, and re-construction has begun.
As part of the restoration, Gaylord Opryland is redesigning the Cascades Lobby,
Cascades American Café Restaurant, and the Cascades Terrace Bar, as well as
Volare and Jack Daniel’s Restaurants. The property is also introducing a new
Mexican restaurant concept. In addition, it is redesigning its Magnolia
guestrooms, and renovating its presidential suites. 

“Already, almost all of downtown is as good as new—including the world-
famous Wildhorse Saloon, home of Nashville’s largest dance floor and an
important part of the Gaylord Entertainment family,” Gaylord Opryland Resort &
Convention Center SVP & GM Pete Weien wrote in an open letter to clients. “The
General Jackson Showboat is already cruising the Cumberland River again! And
the Grand Ole Opry House will celebrate its re-opening the first week of October.”
For more information, visit the property’s website. 

EXECUTIVE EXCURSIONS: ABC Picks Pereira; ABA Taps Brewer
ABC Companies has announced the appointment of Rachel
Pereira (left) as ABC Parts Mid-Atlantic Territory Manager
covering New York City Transit, Long Island, New Jersey,
Delaware, Maryland, DC, Virginia, and Philadelphia... 
Ali Brewer has joined ABA’s staff as its new Database
Coordinator. She can be reached at abrewer@buses.org
or (800) 283-2877 x234.

http://www.gaylordhotels.com/gaylord-opryland/index.html?source=www.gaylordopryland.com
http://www.turnyourengineoff.org/
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New Members—Print and Add to 
Your 2010 ABA Motorcoach Marketer
TRAVEL INDUSTRY
A Neil Diamond Tribute 

Diana Lynn, CEO

P.O. Box 1006

Branson, MO 65615

PH: (417) 464-8497 Fax: (417) 332-0144

diana@neildiamondtribute.com

www.neildiamond-tribute.com

Theater

Best Western Ft. Myers Inn & Suites 

Matthew Vieira, Asst. General Mgr.

4400 Ford St. Ext.

Ft. Myers, FL 33916

PH: (239) 278-3949 Fax: (239) 278-3670

agm@bwftmyers.com

www.bwfortmyers.com

Lodging

Best Western Inn & Suites at the Commons 

Edwin Cox, General Mgr.

50 Commons Dr.

Cooperstown, NY 13326

PH: (607) 547-7100 Fax: (607) 547-7082

bwgroups@yahoo.com

www.bwcooperstown.com

Lodging

Chesapeake Beach Resort & Spa 

Craig Peddicord, Dir. of Sales

4165 Mears Ave.

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732

PH: (410) 257-5596 Fax: (410) 257-5220

sales@cbresortspa.com

www.cbresortspa.com

Lodging

Comfort Inn Newburgh 

Tammy Purdy, General Mgr.

5 Lakeside Rd.

Newburgh, NY 12550

PH: (845) 567-0567 Fax: (845) 567-0761

tpurdy@newburghcomfortinn.com

www.newburghcomfortinn.com

Lodging

Condon Food Company 

Richard Coleman, Dir. of Oprs.

66 State St.

Charleston, SC 29401

PH: (843) 557-4033 Fax: (843) 720- 2102

richard@cfcofcharleston.com

www.cfcofcharleston.com

Food Service, Management Group

Frontier Duty Free Association 

Laurie Karson, Exec. Dir.

116 - 600 Lisgar St.

Ottoaw, ON K2P 0C2

PH: (613) 233-1946 Fax: (613) 238-3878

lkarson@fdfa.ca

www.dutyfreecanada.com

Shopping

Harlow’s Casino Resort & Hotel 

Shannon Giffin, Sales Coord.

4280 Harlow’s Blvd.

Greenville, MS 38701

PH: (662) 335-9797 Fax: (662) 390-4949

sgiffin@harlowscasino.com

www.harlowscasino.com

Casino, Food Service, Lodging

Museum of the City of New York 

Marah Newman, Grp. Tour Coord.

1220 Fifth Ave.

New York, NY 10029

PH: (212) 534-1672 Fax: (212) 423-0758

msnewman@mcny.org

www.mcny.org

Museum

Sheraton Springfield Monarch Place Hotel 

Daniel Walsh, General Mgr.

1 Monarch Pl.

Springfield, MA 01144

PH: (413) 263-2077 Fax: (413) 732-7560

rgoyette@sheratonspringfield.com

www.Sheraton.com/Springfield

Lodging

SpringHill Suites by Marriott Pigeon Forge 

Misty Hull, Dir. of Sales

120 Christmas Tree Ln.

Pigeon Forge, TN 37868

PH: (865) 453-4514 Fax: (865) 286-9200

misty.hull@marriott.com

www.marriott.com/tyssp

Lodging

TrueNorth Tours Inc. 

Charmel Bowden, VP

13300 Bothell-Everett Hwy.

Mill Creek, WA 98012

PH: (866) 342-9910 Fax: (866) 788-9782

info@traveltruenorth.com

www.traveltruenorth.com

Tour Planner

QUALIFIED OPERATORS
The following Motorcoach & Tour Operators have submitted

application(s) for membership between April 7, 2010 through

April 19, 2010 and have met all membership requirements.

They are currently in the mandatory 30-day period for

member comments.

Cavallo Bus Lines Inc. Main Office

(DOT #124361)  

Anthony George, General Mgr.

Gillespie, IL

www.cavallobuslines.com

Quest USA TOURS & Charters LLC

(DOT #1955858)

Joyce Woods, Owner

Christiansburg, VA

www.questusatours.com

Did You Know?
Proofs are due August 6 for 
ABA’s 2011 Motorcoach Marketer.
For more information, e-mail 
ABA Senior Director for Member
Services Vicki Osman at 
vosman@buses.org.
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