®

AMERICAN BUS ASSOCIATION

In This Issue:

The Insider Q&A:
Butch Beckwith

2

Product Pavilion Registration
Now Underway

4

MdI Slated To Again Sponsor
“Going For The Green”

6

Did You Know?

Roger Saul of NHTSA is slated to
speak to the Bus Industry Safety
Council (BISC) meeting July 15 at 2
pm at the NTSB Training Facility in
Ashburn, VA. Get more information
on the July 14-15 conference or
download the registration form.

Individual Highlights:

Marketplace Pace 4

(anadian Currents 5
Member Services 5

Foundation Focus 6
Travel Tracks 7

New Members 8

The Most Accurate News Source For The Motorcoach, Tour And Travel Industry

Toronto Creates Motorcoach-Only Parking Spaces Downtown

In a move that could potentially serve
as a model for big cities across North
America looking for innovative ways to
fight congestion, Toronto officials have
created 86 free on-street parking spaces
located in the heart of the city’s
downtown tourism region reserved
exclusively for motorcoaches.

These reserved spots allow

LOADING
motorcoaches to load and unload

passengers throughout the day. Cars and AREA

trucks that park illegally within these
spaces are subject to ticketing by law ‘ )

enforcement.

MOTORCOACH

Throughout Toronto, bus operators will
also find Motorcoach Loading Zones, Pay and Display on-street parking, and
private lots that can be utilized by buses.The Motorcoach Loading zones are
available 24 hours a day to enable quick pick-ups and drop-offs, while Pay and
Display parking allows buses to purchase parking permits from machines along
the sidewalk. The private off-street parking lots enable bus operators to make
reservations in advance.

“Up until a few years ago, the city had done little in the way of trying to
accommodate motorcoaches in the downtown area,” Dave Carroll, Director of
Safety & Maintenance for the Ontario Motor Coach Association, told the Insider.”In
fact, there was an image created of Toronto being a motorcoach unfriendly
community. Such was Toronto’s image that we even heard that drivers for some
tour bus companies in the USA felt they drew the short straw if they were
dispatched to Toronto, citing the cat and mouse games necessary to avoid getting
parking tickets. Obviously, this is an image the city can't afford to have.”

The congestion mitigation function motorcoaches provide to urban cores was
persuasive in convincing Toronto officials to adopt the unprecedented policy.

“These progressive steps that have eased the pressure for coach companies and
their drivers, and help reduce the need to drive around and around wasting fuel
and contributing to congestion. These measures have helped to make Toronto a
more attractive group tour destination,” Carroll added.

“What Toronto has done to recognize the role of motorcoaches in fighting
gridlock and removing cars from the roads should serve as a model to big cities
across North America,” said ABA President & CEO Peter J. Pantuso. Not only can
one bus reduce congestion by taking up to 55 single-occupant cars off the road,
but it also has the potential to cut CO2 emissions and fuel consumption.”

Motorcoach travel is critical to Toronto’s economy, as Canada’s largest city
welcomes an estimated 20,000 group coach tours per year, translating into an
annual economic benefit of about $175 million.


http://www.buses.org/files/Memo.pdf
http://www.buses.org/files/REGISTRATIONFORM.pdf




Did You Know?

ABA completed shooting
footage July 2 for its new
motorcoach safety video,
designed to help operators
comply with FMCSA require-
ments for pre-trip passenger
safety messages. The video is
now in post-production, and
should be available later this
summer, along with laminated
safety cards. ABA thanks
Prevost, ABC Companies,
Motor Coach Industries and
Setra for their help in providing
coaches and background mate-
rial for this important project.
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TRAVEL INDUSTRY

Best Western Executive Inn Gastonia
Ashwin Shah

360 Best Western Court

Gastonia, NC 28054

PH: (704) 868-2000 FAX: (704) 868-2000
Lodging

Bromley Sun Lodge

James Doria

4216 Route 11

Peru,VT 05152

PH: (802) 824-6941 FAX: (802) 824-6290
www.bromleysunlodge.com

Lodging

Charleston Convention & Visitors Bureau
Ashlee Burgess

200 Civic Center Drive

Charleston, WV 25301

PH: (304) 344-5075 FAX: (304) 344-1241
www.charlestonwv.com

DMO - Convention & Visitors Bureaus

Giant Crab Seafood Restaurant
Brigitte Wilson

9597 N.Kings Highway

Myrtle Beach, SC 29572

PH: (843) 839-2292 FAX: (843) 449-3575

www.giantcrab.com
Food Service

Lake Michigan Carferry

Sara Ewing

P.O.Box 708 / 701 Maritime Drive
Ludington, Ml 49431

PH: (231) 845-0565 FAX: (231) 845-5851
www.ssbadger.com
Floating/Boating/Cruise Line

Petersburg Area Regional Tourism Corporation
David Schute

P.O.Box 1776 / 1964 Wakefield

St., Petersburg, VA 23805

PH: (804) 733-2360 FAX: (804) 733-1276

www.petersburgarea.org
DMO - Convention & Visitors Bureaus

Philadelphia Orchestra Assn./Peter Nero & the
Philadelphia Pops

Bub Scheerer

260 S.Broad St., Floor 16

Philadelphia, PA 19102

PH:(215) 875-7695 FAX: (215) 875-7649

www.phillypops.org
Theater

Pocmont Resort & Conference Center
JoAnne Thomas

P.O.Box 1232 / Bushkill Falls Road
Bushkill, PA 18324

PH:(570) 588-4758 FAX: (570) 588-4730
www.pocmont.com

Lodging

Ramada Inn Hollywood Beach Resort
Melody Dixon

101 N.Ocean Drive

Hollywood, FL 33019

PH: (954) 921-0990 FAX: (954) 927-8156
www.ramadahbr.com

Lodging

Doubletree Hotel Washington D.C.
Richard Springer

1515 Rhode Island Ave. N.W.
Washington, DC 20005

PH:(202) 232-7000 FAX:(202) 332-8436
www.doubletreewashington.com
Lodging

ASSOCIATE INDUSTRY

Fleetcare International

Jim Stephens

2005 16th St.

San Francisco, CA 94103-4818

PH: (415) 558-9878 FAX: (415) 553-3930
www.fleetcareinternational.com
Maintenance & Repair

PENDING BUS/
MOTORCOACH OPERATORS

The following Pending Bus/Motorcoach Operator companies
have submitted applications for membership between June
14 - June 30, 2008:

City Tours (US DOT 895045 MC 389228)
Ruth Wynn
Allentown, Pa.

Fidelity Tours

Jay Bomze

Massillon, Ohio
www.fidelity-tours.com

Southeastern Motor Coach Inc. (619920 MC 296463)
Randy Williams

Birmingham, Ala.

www.southeasternmotorcoach.com

Should members have comments regarding these
applications, please contact abamembership@buses.org.

PBA Elects New Board Members

The Pennsylvania Bus Association elected new
Administrative Board Members to two-year terms at
PBA's General Membership Meeting June 19 in
Atlantic City.

New Bus Operator Board Members include David
Myers, Myers Coach Lines, Export, Pa.; Amy Brooks,
Susquehanna Transit Co., Avis, Pa.; and John Bailey,
Bailey Leasing, York, Pa. Fritz Smith of the Philadelphia
CVB (host city for Marketplace 2011) was elected new
Supplier Board Member.

PBA also re-elected to its Administrative Board Steven
Haddad, Bieber Tourways; James A. JeBran (Chairman),
Trans-Bridge Lines, Inc.; Nelson Floyd (Vice Chairman),
Perkiomen Tours; Scott Henry, Martz Trailways; Wayne
Klein (Secretary), Klein Transportation; Aerial
Fullington Weisman (Treasurer), Fullington Trailways;
and Brad Wolf, Wolf Bus Lines, Inc.
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