














CANADIAN CURRENTS
Canada Withdraws Proposed National Park Business Licensing Fee 

Parks Canada has withdrawn its business license fee proposal from the
required approval process because of the group’s commitment to provide
18 months advance notice of approved fee changes to the tourism industry
and other businesses operating in Canada’s National Parks and National
Historic Sites.

Parks Canada will now review the proposal, conduct consultations with the
tourism industry and business owners, and update the proposal in the
context of the agency’s larger pricing program to ensure the fees are
consistent with current market trends. It will then be submitted to the
Canadian government to be implemented in 2010. Until then, current
approved fees for all business licenses will remain in effect. 

MTR Western Launches Sightline
MTR Western has launched

sightlinetours.com in anticipation of the April
11 opening of operations in Vancouver.
Sightline will feature “a visually stunning fleet
of brand new coaches, impeccably dressed
drivers, and a fresh, innovative and
technologically advanced approach toward
delivering narrated city tours,” said company CEO Darren Berg, an ABA Board
Member. The company plans tours of Whistler, Victoria and Butchart Gardens
the Capilano Suspension Bridge and Grouse Mountain.

“We are extremely honored to host
Lee Greenwood’s return to the Great
Smoky Mountains. Lee has great fans,
and his concerts at the Smith Family
Theater are scheduled so guests can
combine one of his shows with Pigeon
Forge’s many other entertainment
opportunities,” said Charlie Bob Smith,
partner and performer at the Smith
Family Theater.

Greenwood concert dates are April
18 and 25; May 9, 18 and 23; June 20;
July 10, 11, 18 and 24; August 1, 8, 15,
22, 30 and 31; September 5, 11, 12, 21
and 27; October 3, 9, 10, 19, 24, 30 and
31; November 5, 14, 16, 21 and 28; and
December 3, 12 and 29. Ticketing
information is available by calling toll-
free 866-782-9564. Be sure to ask
about the combo package of two
shows for one price. 

Jamboree Once Again 
Wheeling In The Years

Wild, Wonderful West Virginia’s
Wheeling Jamboree will once again
showcase country music talent on
select Saturday nights beginning this
spring after a three-year hiatus.

The Grand Re-Opening is April 12,
2008, starring West Virginia’s own
Kathy Mattea. Lee Greenwood follows
on April 26, with the Oak Ridge Boys
and Nitty Gritty Dirt Band performing
in May.

With a fresh logo and temporary
home at the WesBanco Arena, the
Wheeling Jamboree will continue with
select stage shows and a live radio
broadcast every Saturday night
featuring country and bluegrass
musicians.

Travel Tracks
Continued
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The re-opening of the Wheeling
Jamboree promises to bring country

and bluegrass performers 
back to West Virginia.



The original Jamboree, begun in
1933, was broadcast as a live radio
show on WWVA AM 1170, and reached
into18 states and six Canadian
provinces. With the cooperation and
support from both WWVA and Clear
Channel Radio, the Jamboree will once
again broadcast shows live on
Saturday nights. The Wheeling
Jamboree Board is also in negotiations
with XM Satellite Radio.

“The Jamboree was so much a part
of the life-blood and source of
economic vitality to Wheeling that
many concerned citizens decided that
something should be done to bring
her back,” said Jeff McCamic, secretary-
treasurer of the group’s board. “The
Jamboree was a long-running tradition
for our city, and we have been
overwhelmed by the support we have
received since announcing its return.”
For more information, visit
www.wheelingjamboree.org, or call 
(304) 830-3479.

BOOK BEAT
Cornell Family Business Success 
Story Captured In New Book 

The Cornell family and its prominent
role in shaping the motorcoach
industry is now the subject of a
recently released book, “From Small
Business To Industry Leader – The
Cornell Family Business Story,”
available for purchase online at the
ABC Companies Web site. Dedicated to
the memory and legacy of the late Ron
Cornell, the book’s memoirs and
anecdotes provide behind-the-scenes
perspectives on the growth of the
company and its influence in the bus
industry. 

The book includes vintage photos,
candid interviews with family and
friends, and contextual insights from
ABC Companies staff members. The
reader is taken on a narrative journey
spanning several generations, starting
with “a young boy’s fascination with
buses.” 

The 81-page volume is full-color and
priced at $25 per copy (not including
applicable taxes, shipping and
handling; discounts do not apply). All
profits are being donated to the Bus
and Motorcoach Academy— Clarence
Cornell School of Business.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Now On DVD: “The Big Bus” 

Though clearly showing its age, this
1976 spoof of the techno-thriller films
so popular during the ‘70s is worth a
rental. “The Big Bus” is entertaining for
anyone in the motorcoach, tour or
travel industry, but not because of its
acting or script-writing. Viewers in the
know will find humor in its artistic CDL
license, from the engineering
impossibilities to the outdated signs of
the times (such as onboard cigarette
smoking).

But more fascinating is the
unintended preview of what the future
over-the-road bus would offer in terms
of airline-style amenities, including
luxurious seats and on-board
passenger-service professionals clearly
modeled on airline first-class flight
crews. 

Then there’s the silly plot. The bus,
named “Cyclops,” is supposed to be the
world’s first nuclear-powered bus—a
75-ton behemoth on 32 enormous
wheels. 

As the film depicts the vehicle’s
maiden journey from New York to
Denver with a co-driver who’d never
pass FMCSA, CVSA or any company’s
muster, hilarious suspense is clearly the
intent of this film. But the real value in
watching it is in the depiction of luxury
of motorcoach cross-country travel as
seen through Hollywood’s lens more
than three decades ago.

The film is rated PG, though that
acronym would be more apt if
transposed to GP (Guilty Pleasure). It
stars Stockard Channing and Ned
Beatty, and runs 1-1/2 hours. Area
Blockbusters and Netflix.
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TRAVEL INDUSTRY
Clarion Hotel & Conference Center Sioux City Iowa
David L. Golida, Director of Sales
707 Fourth St.
Sioux City, Iowa  51101
clarionsiouxcity@cox.net
www.choicehotels.com

Comfort Inn South Bay
Kathleen Williams, Vice President of Sales & Marketing
1645 E. Plaza Blvd.
National City, Calif.  91950
kathleen_williams@pacbell.net
www.comfortinn-sb.com

Discover Dallas Tours Inc.
John Koenigs, President
4318 Glenwick Lane
Dallas, Texas 75205
sales@discoverdallastours.com
www.discoverdallastours.com

Econo Lodge of Clinton
Shailesh Patel, General Manager
7851 Malcolm Road
Clinton, Md. 20735
shaileshpatel1001@yahoo.com

Harmony Hospitality
Amy Caretta, Corporate Sales Manager
1511 USA Drive
Norfolk, Va. 23502
amy.caretta@harmonyhospitality.com
www.harmonyhospitality.com

Holiday Inn Buena Park
Jessie DeVito, Sales Manager
7000 Beach Boulevard
Buena Park, Calif.  90620
jessit.devito@hibuenapark.com
www.hibuenapark.com

PittyPat’s Porch Restaurant
Emily Marks, Marketing & PR Mgr.
25 Andrew Young Intrnational Blvd.
Atlanta, Ga.  30303
emamarks@gmail.com
www.pittypatsrestaurant.com

Quality Inn and Suites/Downtown Nashville-TN
Tony Mujral
2401 Brick Church Pike
I-65 & I-24 Exit 87
Nashville, Tenn.  37207
gm.tn337@choicehotels.com
www.choicehotels.com/ires/en-us/hotel/tn337

Statue Cruises, LLC
Rafael Abreu 
1 Audrey Zapp Dr.
Suite 203
Jersey City, N.J.  07305
rabreu@statuecruises.com
www.statuecruises.com

Steuben County Convention & Visitors Bureau
Danielle Roman, Director of Sales & Marketing
1 W. Market St. Suite 301
Corning, N.Y. 14830
droman@corningfingerlakes.com
www.corningfingerlakes.com

Tourism Whistler
Sebastien Dubois, Sales Manager
900 W. Georgia. First Floor Suite 101
Vancouver, BC  V6C 2W6
seb@tourismwhistler.com
www.tourismwhistler.com

Pending Bus Operator Members
The following Pending Bus/Motorcoach Operator companies
have submitted applications for membership between 
Feb. 26 – March 7, 2008:

Bud’s Christian Tours
(DOT 1133175  MC 461136 )
Spartansburg, S.C. 
Barney Bradley, Owner

City Food Tours (fictitious name of ConfectionZone Inc.) 
New York, N.Y. 
Joyce Weinberg, President
www.cityfoodtours.com

Long Valley Coach, L.L.C.
(DOT 1716673 MC 629598)
Long Valley, N.J.
Brian Bartiromo
www.longvalleycoach.com

Pelican Bus LLC
(DOT 1063097 MC 471718)
New Orleans, La.
Paul Rogers, Co-Owner
www.pelicanbus.com

Space Tours Bus Lines
Orlando, Fla.
Maurice Vargus, General Manager

Travel Lynx
(DOT 55-0876560 MC 469665)
Shelby, N.C.
Jenny Boone, Charter & Tour Manager
www.travellynxtours.com

Should members have comments regarding these
applications, please contact abamembership@buses.org.
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the Insider? 

Please e-mail it to 
Eron Shosteck.

Did You Know That...
As an ABA Member, you receive a 56 percent 
discount on qualifying Standard GroundTM, Definite
Delivery and Exhibit Service shipments with Yellow
Transportation. Yellow's wide portfolio of services
includes expedited, cross-border and dedicated 
equipment. To learn more about the solutions Yellow
can offer your business, visit myyellow.com or 
contact Steve Velasquez at (800) 647-3061, Ext. 6551

http://www.myyellow.com
mailto: eshosteck@buses.org
mailto: ppantuso@buses.org
mailto: eshosteck@buses.org
mailto: vosman@buses.org
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mailto: dhoff@buses.org
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mailto: rlewis@buses.org
mailto: jwhitt@buses.org
http://www.buses.org

