
 
 

 
 

AMERICAN BUS ASSOCIATION 
TOP 100 COMMITTEE MEETING/FAM TOUR 
Preferred Dates:  Week of June 5-11, 2011  

 
Pattern 1: Sunday-Wednesday      OR     Pattern 2: Monday-Thursday 

 

Total Participants: 20 
Guest Rooms: 15-20 per night 
Meeting Space: please see below 
     

FUNCTION SET-UP Pattern 1/Pattern 2 TIME 
Welcome Reception/Dinner Rounds of 8 Sunday/Monday 6:30pm-9:00pm 
    
Committee Breakfast Rounds of 8 Monday/Tuesday 8:00am-8:30am 
    
Committee 
Meeting/Refreshments 

Hollow-Square for 20  Monday/Tuesday 8:30am-1:00pm 

    
Breakout Meeting Hollow-Square for 10  Monday/Tuesday 8:30am-1:00pm 
    
Committee Luncheon Rounds of 8 Monday/Tuesday  1:00pm-2:00pm 
    
Committee Breakfast Rounds of 8 Tuesday/Wednesday  8:00am-8:30am 
    
Committee 
Meeting/Refreshments 

Hollow-Square for 20  Tuesday/Wednesday  8:30am-12:00pm 

    
Breakout Meeting Hollow-Square for 10  Tuesday/Wednesday 8:30am-12:00pm 
    
Committee Luncheon Rounds of 8 Tuesday/Wednesday 12:00pm-1:00pm 
    
Committee Breakfast Rounds of 8 Wednesday/Thursday  8:00am-8:30am 
    
Committee 
Meeting/Refreshments 

Hollow-Square for 20  Wednesday/Thursday  8:30am-12:00pm 

    
Breakout Meeting Hollow-Square for 10 Wednesday/Thursday 8:30am-12:00pm 
    
Committee Luncheon Rounds of 8 Wednesday/Thursday  12:00pm-1:00pm 

 
Hotel Needs  
 45-60 Complimentary Room Nights Total 
 Complimentary Hot Breakfast Each Morning 
 Complimentary Coffee Breaks for Meetings 
 Complimentary Lunch at Hotel Each Day or Lunch served on FAM Each Day 
 Complimentary Meeting and Meal Function Space 
 Complimentary Wireless Internet in the Meeting Room 
 Complimentary LCD Projector and Screen for Meeting Room 
 Complimentary Laptop with Excel for Meeting Room 
 
CVB Needs  

Complimentary Welcome Reception/Dinner on Sunday or Monday evening  
Complimentary Dinner for the group on each evening 
Complimentary Lunch and FAM Tour for 2 days 



 
 
 

TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL HOSTING OF TOP 100 
 

 
·  Daily name badges on lanyards with itinerary on back side. 
·  Listing of all sponsors/FAM activity hosts with personal contact 

information, including names and addresses.  (The committee likes to 
write hand-written notes after the meeting). 

·  Slide show of photos taken throughout meeting and FAM to remind 
members of the great travel products on your destination (CD for each 
member to take home). 

·  Airport pick-up – a nice welcoming touch. 
·  Treats/promotional pieces in rooms at night to serve as a 

reminder/souvenir of the day’s activities. 
·  Provide boxes/shipping services for committee members at the end of the 

meeting so they can ship their meeting/FAM memorabilia home without 
worrying about space in their luggage. 

 
Below are the meeting agendas and sponsor lists for the 2011, 2010 and 2009 
Top 100 Selection Committee meetings.  These samples showcase how the 
three hosts created their own experience and worked with their partners for a 
complete package. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee Meetings and Familiarization Tour Itinerary  
 
Sunday, June 6, 2010 
 
3:30-5:00pm  Welcome reception in lobby 
 
5:00pm Meet in hotel lobby for transportation to Six Flags New England. 

Experience the number one coaster on the planet - Bizarro as well 
as over 100 other rides, shows and attractions.      

    
Monday June 7, 2010 
 
7:30am - 8:30am Breakfast at the Sheraton Springfield Monarch Place Hotel 

Longford Room- 3rd floor 
 
8:30am - 1:00pm Committee Meetings & Refreshments- Executive Board Room- 3rd 
floor 

�  Overview of Top 100 Program 
�  IKE Review 
�  Judging Overview 
�  Pre-Judging Results 
�  Round One: Team Discussion 
�  Round One Presentations 

 
1:00pm  Meet in lobby to depart for daily FAM events 
 
1:45pm Arrive at the Deerfield Inn for lunch located within the grounds of 

Historic Deerfield where we will tour a living history museum set 
in a 330-year old New England village.  

 
2:45pm Tour of Magic Wings Butterfly Conservatory, an Indoor 

conservatory filled with live butterflies from all over the world 
 
3:45pm Yankee Candle Village, One of New England's most popular 

destinations! Experience unique shopping, entertainment and 
dining experience 

 
6:00pm Sail down the Connecticut River on the Lady Bea while enjoying 

cocktails, entertainment and hors d'oeuvres 
 
8:00pm Dinner at Delaney House, a former private residence of the 

Kennedy family, now an elegant restaurant with a chic interior and 
an international menu that takes your dining experience to a new 
level. 

 



 
Tuesday, June 8, 2010 
 
7:30am - 8:30am Breakfast at the Sheraton Springfield Monarch Place Hotel  

Longford Room- 3rd floor 
 
8:30am – 12:00pm Committee Meetings & Refreshments- Executive Board Room- 3rd 

floor 
�  Round One Presentations 
�  Round Two Discussion 
�  Final List of 104 

 
12:00pm Meet in lobby to depart for lunch and daily FAM events - Driving 

Tour of Forest Park/ Bright Nights. This ABA Top 100 winner is 
New England's single most popular holiday destination and largest 
holiday lighting display. Enjoy a little bit of Holiday spirit while 
dinning in the Carriage House within the park 

  
1:45pm Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame- featuring 

countless exhibits, memorabilia and interactive areas. Guests can 
become sportscasters in the media wing, shoot hoops on the full-
size regulation basketball court or play one-on-one in virtual hoop 
against some of today's best players  

 
2:45pm  Explore the Springfield Museums & the Dr. Seuss National 

Memorial Sculpture Garden. A private tour of the new Museum 
of Springfield History and a chance to have your pictures taken 
with Horton!  

 
4:15pm Springfield Armory National Historic Site, Discover 174 years 

of history at our nation's first Armory, commissioned by George 
Washington. The site of Shays' Rebellion (1787), Springfield 
Amory houses the world's largest collection of historic American 
military weapons and fascinating exhibits on innovative firearms 
technology. 

 
5:15pm Enjoy a tasting at Table and Vine, New England's premier fine 

wine, spirits, beer and specialty foods merchant. 
 
6:15pm Tour of Eastern States Exposition, Home of The Big E (an ABA 

Internationally Known Event) , where guests from throughout the 
Northeast flock each September to enjoy top-name entertainment, 
Big E Cream Puffs, The Big E Super Circus, the Avenue of States, 
Storrowton Village Museum, a Mardi Gras Parade, animals, rides, 
shopping and foods from around the world.  

 
7:00pm Cocktails and dinner at the Storrowton Tavern, located on the 

grounds of the Eastern States Exposition 
 
Wednesday, June 9, 2010 
 
7:30am - 8:30am Breakfast at the Sheraton Springfield Monarch Place Hotel 

The 25th floor of the Monarch Building 
 



 
8:30am - 12:00pm Committee Meetings & Refreshments- Executive Board Room- 3rd 

floor 
�  Top US Event 
�  Top Canadian Event 
�  Next Steps 
 

12:00 - 1:00pm Berkshire Collaborative Lobsterbake  
   Pool deck- 4th floor 
 
1:00pm  Committee Member departures 
   Bus leaves from Sheraton to Bradley International Airport 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





 
 

MEETING AGENDA AND FAM ITINERARY  
 
Sunday, June 7:            
Various Times Arrive in Las Vegas for committee meeting.  If arriving 

before noon at the airport on Sunday, Ed will meet you at 
baggage claim.  After noon on Sunday, please make your 
own arrangement to get to the hotel. 

11:30 AM Leave Riviera Hotel for Lake Mead Cruise – Meet in Hotel 
Lobby  

12:00 PM  Leave Airport for Lake Mead Cruise – Meet in Baggage 
Claim 

                                                Dinner on Your Own. 
5:30 PM   Meet in Riviera Hotel lobby. 
6:00 PM                                 Reception at Mandalay Bay – MIX 
8:00 PM Performance of Las Vegas' newest show The Lion King.   

The evening will be sponsored by Disney Theatrical Group, 
Mandalay Bay, and LVCVA 

 
Monday, June 8:           
    Breakfast on your own 
8:30 AM                                Leave Las Vegas for trip to Ely. Check out and meet in  

lobby  
Daily FAM Events:  

11:00 AM                              Tour and Lunch at Cathedral Gorge State Park 
1:00 PM                                 Leave for Ely 
3:00 PM                                 Arrive in Ely check in to Hotels  
6:30 PM                                 Start bus pick up for Cave Lake State Park      
7:00 PM                                 Cocktails and Cannons 
8:00 PM                                 Dinner by the Copper Queen Hotel & Casino 
9:00 PM    Fireworks 
 
Tuesday, June 9:           

Breakfast in Meeting Room 
8:30 AM-12:00 PM  Judging Meeting 

�  Overview of Top 100 Program 
�  Judging Overview 
�  Pre-Judging Results 
�  Round One: Team Discussion 
�  Round One Presentations 

12:30 PM   Depart for Daily FAM Events:  
    La Fiesta 
1:30 PM                                  Depart for Ward Charcoal Ovens State Park 
2:30 PM                                  Depart for Great Basin National Park 
    Lehman Caves 
6:00 PM                                 Cocktails and Dinner at the Border Inn 
 



Wednesday, June 10:          
Breakfast in Meeting Room 

8:30 AM-12:00 PM  Judging Meeting 
�  Round One Presentations 
�  Round Two Discussion 
�  Final List of 102 

12:30 PM    Depart for Daily FAM Events:  
    Lunch at the Jailhouse Café 
1:45 PM                                  Board bus for McGill Drugstore Museum & Ely 
                                               Mural Tours                                                       
3:00 PM                                  Return to Hotels for quick refresh                                   
3:45 PM                                  Board bus for Nevada Northern Railway Museum  
                                              & Train Ride 
6:00 PM                                  Arrive at Renaissance Village for Cocktails  
     & Hors d'oeuvres. 
7:30 PM                                  Dinner at the Historic Postal Palace 
                                                                                            
Thursday, June 11:            

Breakfast in Meeting Room 
8:30 AM-11:30 AM   Judging Meeting 

�  Top US Event 
�  Top Canadian Event 
�  Next Steps 

12:00 PM    Leave for Las Vegas 
6:30 PM                                 Reception/Dinner/Show at Diablo’s at Monte Carlo, on the         
                                                patio that overlooks the strip.  Meet in hotel lobby. 
 
Friday, June 12:           
Various Times   Depart Las Vegas 
TBD                                        Lake Mead Cruise available for those unable to attend on  

Sunday.  Ginny will take care of all of these arrangements 
in Ely. 

Accommodations           
June 7: Las Vegas, NV - Riviera Hotel and Casino 
June 8-10: Ely, NV 
June 11: Las Vegas, NV - Riviera Hotel and Casino 
 
Judging Meeting Location          
Bristlecone Convention Center 
150 Sixth Street 
Ely, NV 89301 
 
Dress Code______________________________________________________________ 
Dress code for the meeting and FAM events is casual. 

 



2010 Top 100 Committee Sponsors 
Our Thanks to Our Hosts and Partners 

Ed Spear 
White Pine County Tourism and Recreation Board  
Phone: (775) 289-3720 
Email: coyoteed@mwpower.net 
 
Meg Rhoades 
White Pine County Tourism and Recreation Board  
Email: ccassist@mwpower.net 
 
Transportation Partners  

 
 
Triple J Tours 
www.triplejtours.com 
 
Celebrity Coaches 
www.celebritylasvegas.com 
 
Coach America  
www.coachamerica.com 
 
 
Housing Hosts in Ely  

 
Historic Hotel Nevada & Gambling Hall 
501 Aultman St 
888-406-3055 
 

 
Prospector Hotel & Casino 
1501 East Aultman 
800-750-0557 

 
Ramada Inn/Copper Queen Casino 
805 Great Basin Blvd 
800-851-9526 
 
 

 
 

 
Jailhouse Motel & Casino 
211 Fifth Street 
800-841-5430 
 
FAM Partners  
Silver State Restaurant  
1204 Aultman 
775-289-8866 
 
Big Apple Restaurant 
2160 Aultman St 
775-289-6888 
 
The Border Inn 
High Way 6 & 50 
Baker NV 
775-234-7300 
 
The Nevada Northern Railway 
www.NNRY.com  
866-40-steam 
 
Renaissance Village 
elyrenaissance.com 
 
Cave Lake State Park 
www.parks.nv.gov/cl.htm 
 
Great Basin National Park Lehman Caves 
www.nps.gov/grba/ 
775-234-7331 
 
Nevada Partners  
Las Vegas CVA  
Phone: (702) 892-0711 
Email: jmeyer@lvcva.com 
 
Nevada Commission on Tourism 
www.travelnevada.com 
 
The Riviera Hotel in Las Vegas 
www.rivierahotel.com/ 
 
Disney Theatrical Group 
disneyonbroadway.com 
 
Lake Mead Cruises 
www.lakemeadcruises.com 
 
Mandalay Bay 
www.mandalaybay.com 
 
Monte Carlo 
www.montecarlo.com 
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