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Step inside the Billy Graham Library and see history come to life. 
Venture into a 1949 L.A. tent meeting that caught the world 
by surprise. Watch as the light of God’s love pierced the Iron 
Curtain. As you explore state-of-the-art exhibits that have 
drawn more than half a million visitors since 2007, you’ll witness 
the extraordinary ways God used an ordinary farm boy.

Come just as you are.

Charlotte North Carolina
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events to Watch

E
vents to Watch are a new part of the top 100 events in north America 
for Group travel in 2013 publication. A panel of ABA-member bus and 
tour operators created this new section in the publication to highlight 
events and festivals that were not selected as a top 100 event but were 

great examples of new motorcoach-friendly events and show great potential to 
become future top 100 events. 

Top 100 program  
Information

A
BA’s top 100 events in north America is an 
annual compendium of the best events for 
group travel in the united states and canada. 
each spring, a committee of ABA-member 

motorcoach and tour operators selects the top 100 
events for the subsequent year. Winners are chosen from 
hundreds of celebrations, festivals, fairs, commemora-
tive events, and more that have been nominated by ABA 
members. From among the winners, ABA names the top 
event for both the united states and canada. All current 
ABA members of all membership categories may submit 
nominations for the top 100 events in north America. 
nominations are solicited via e-mail from those eligible 
to nominate. the nomination process begins in February 
and ends in may. official state/Provincial tourism of-
fices may submit seven nominations. ABA members may 
submit three nominations. there is no cost to nominate events for ABA members. 
non-ABA members may submit one nomination for a nominal fee. 

How to plan Itineraries 
for Top 100 events Using 
GroupConnect

G
roupconnect is your online planning tool for top 100 events. From 
departure to return you can build itineraries utilizing ABA and 
omcA travel industry members for all your tour components in one 
place.   We make it easy to request and receive quotes and research 

destinations for all top 100 events destinations. For more information contact 
Groupconnect today at (866) 644-1664 or info@groupconnect.com.

These events receive 
separate recognition 
because they have been 
consistently selected as 
a Top 100 Event in North 
America and they continu-
ally attract group and mo-
torcoach business. These 
are the best of the best 
group events and offer 
broad appeal, including  
international audiences. 
The committee reviews 
and votes annually to 
elevate events to this pres-
tigious status or to remove 
events that no longer meet 
this level of distinction.  
Once an event has ac-
quired this status, they no 
longer have to be nominat-
ed with other annual Top 
100 Event nominations. 
However, if the Top 100  
Selection Committee de-
cides to remove an event’s 
AE status, that event will 
be reconsidered in the 
pool of all Top 100 Event 
nominations for that year. 
This status allows us to 
publish these annually rec-
ognized events, while also 
offering 100 other events 
for creating itineraries.

Annual 
Events

Top 100
Information

Icon Key
 Designated Motorcoach Parking    

 Offers Group Incentives   

 Anniversary Year

  Food    



hersheypark® | hershey’s® chocolate world® | 2 hotels  | 2 museums | gardens  |  4 golF courses | spa  |  theatre | zoo 

So Many Things To See & Do
With our Group Tours Office, you can plan, customize, 

and book your favorite group tour experiences.

Getting the best of Hershey has never been easier!
Visit HersheyGroups.com for Sample Itineraries and Group Packages.

1-877-323-6903  |  HersheyGroups.com
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T
his 10-day period will officially mark the 150th anniversary of the 
Battle of Gettysburg—a moment in history that will be honored 
throughout 2013. Activities will include re-enactments, 
living history, special battle walks, and ranger 

programs, tours, musical performances, the opening of 
the Seminary Ridge Museum, lectures, and an official 
Gettysburg National Military Park ceremony on the 
battlefield with luminaries in the Soldiers’ National 
Cemetery. Communities surrounding Gettysburg, 
including Hunterstown, Cashtown, Hanover, and 
Union Mills, Md., will commemorate the battles that 
took place as part of the Gettysburg Campaign during 
the tragic three days in July 1863.

  

Gettysburg 150:  
Reflections of History
Pennsylvania events commemorate battle

Gettysburg, Pa.
June 28-July 7, 2013
nearby attractions:   
•  Gettysburg National  

Military Park
•  GNMP Museum  

& Visitor’s Center
•  David Wills House

contact:
Jenny McConnell
(717) 334-6274 
jenny@gettysburg.travel
www.gettysburg 
civilwar150.com
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C
algary Stampede is the most authentic, memorable western experi-
ence your clients could ever pack into a single vacation. they’ll 
become a cowboy or cowgirl during the 10-day city-wide celebra-
tion, witnessing the world’s top rodeo, thrilling chuckwagon races, 

Grandstand Stage Show, music headliners, indian Village, agriculture, and 
so much more. it is the western spirit, the people and 
their stories that make the Calgary Stampede  
a unique visitor destination. the Calgary  
Stampede will celebrate its 100 years of  
heritage and values as well as ushering  
in a legacy for another 100 years to come, 
with the nation and the world.   
    

Calgary stampede
Celebrate a milestone for the Greatest Show on earth
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Calgary, Alberta
July 6-15, 2013

nearby attractions:  
• Calgary Zoo
• Canada Olympic Park
• Heritage Park

contact: 
Lindsay Jardine
(403) 261-0366 
ljardine@calgarystampede.
com
www.cs.calgary 
stampede.com/events
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The East
From Maine to Florida, the East Coast's most  
spectacular group-friendly events feature bright 
lights and mouth-watering delights.

 Anniversary Year     

  Offers Group  
Incentives   

  Designated  
Motorcoach Parking  

 Food

Bourne scallop Festival
Bourne, Mass.

September 20-22, 2013

 contact: Regina Fitzpatrick 

(508) 759-6000 

member@capecodchamber.org

www.bournescallopfest.com

non-stop entertainment, juried 
arts and crafts, midway of rides, 
and enjoy our famous fried  
scallop and herb-roasted 
chicken dinner plus a food  
court.   
nearby attractions: Hyline 

Canal Cruise, Cape Cod Railroad, 

Heritage Museum & Gardens

New England

 Bright nights  
at Forest park
Springfield, Mass.

Nov. 27, 2013-Jan. 1, 2014

 contact: Judy Matt

(413) 733-3800

jmatt@spiritofspringfield.org-

www.brightnights.org

Bright nights at Forest Park is 
one of the country’s premier holi-
day lighting experiences, boast-
ing a three-mile route through 
magnificent lighting displays, 
including seuss Land, Winter 
Woods, toy Land, and more. Visi-
tors can stop at the Bright nights 
Gift stop for refreshments, sou-
venirs, and a photo with santa. 
the Barney carriage House can 
be made available to groups and 
hosts entertainment like Dinner 
with Dickens and Home for the 
Holidays.  
nearby attractions: 
Springfield Museums, Yankee 

Candle, Kringle Candle

Burlington Discover 
Jazz Festival
Burlington, Vt.

May 31-June 9, 2013

 contact: Leigh Chandler

(802) 863-7992

info@discoverjazz.com

www.discoverjazz.com

For 30 years, a celebration of live 
music has flourished during the 
annual Burlington Discover Jazz 
Festival. in 1983, the festival gave 
Vermont’s jazz community its 
due recognition—a celebration 
combining local talent with jazz 
legends from every corner of the 
globe. music resonates across 
downtown Burlington—from 
the Flynn center to the church 
street marketplace stages. this 
10-day event has become a tradi-
tion, a chance for the community 
to revel in jazz’s spectrum of 
different forms.  
nearby attractions: Spirit  

of Ethan Allen, Echo Lake Aquar-

ium & Science Center, Shelburne 

Museum

Cranberry  
Harvest Celebration
Wareham, Mass.

Oct. 12-13, 2013

 contact: Kim Houdlette

(508) 322-4000 

khoudlette@admakepeace.com

www.cranberryharvest.org

For nine years, the cape cod 
cranberry Growers’ Associa-
tion has teamed up with the AD 
makepeace company, the 
world’s largest cranberry grower, 
to present the annual cranberry 
Harvest celebration. the cele-
bration is a way to showcase this 
unique industry and its impact 
on our economy and the culture 
in southeastern massachusetts. 
the event features pony rides, a 
bouncy house, train rides, and 
other great children’s activities. 

  
nearby attractions: Plimoth 

Plantation, Mayflower II, King 

Richard’s Faire

Hampton Beach  
seafood Festival
Hampton, NH

September 6-8, 2013

 contact: Ginni McNamara

(603) 926-8718 

ginni@hamptonchamber.com

www.hamptonbeach 

seafoodfestival.com

there are 60 food booths serv-
ing a variety of seafood and 80 
local crafters as well as sidewalk 
sales and continuous entertain-
ment. there are two stages 
featuring more than 15 bands; 
Pat Whitley culinary chef  dem-
onstrations; Kiddie Land with 
the best in children’s entertain-
ment; spectacular fireworks; and 
the Annual Lobster roll eating 
contest. thrilling skydiving 
demonstrations are also at  
new england’s biggest beach 
party. 
nearby attractions: Water 

Country, Whale Watches  

Hampton Harbor, Portsmouth 

History & Shopping
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Haunted Happenings
Salem, Mass.

Oct. 1-31, 2013

 contact: Kate Fox

info@hauntedhappenings.org

www.hauntedhappenings.org

no place in the world celebrates 
Halloween with such fun and 
magic as salem, mass. As the  
fall landscape unfolds its color-
ful palette, and the fun and 
excitement of Halloween fills  
the streets of salem. 
nearby attractions: Salem 

Witch Museum,  Peabody  

Essex Museum, Witch Dungeon 

Museum

Kennebunkport’s 
Christmas prelude
Kennebunkport, Maine

Dec. 6-15, 2013

 contact: Sheila Matthews-Bull

(207) 967-5457 

sheila@rhumblineresort.com

www.christmasprelude.com

since 1981, volunteers from 
Kennebunkport’s business com-
munity have celebrated the spirit 
and joy of the christmas season. 
Kennebunkport’s first christmas 
Prelude schedule included only 
a few activities but now features 
four tree-lighting ceremonies, 
over a dozen craft and Fine Arts 
Fairs, venues serving a variety of 
seafood, parades, and many per-
forming arts programs celebrat-
ing the season. santa arrives by 
lobster boat escorted by two very 
special “lobster elves.”    
nearby attractions: Brick Store 

Museum & Seashore Trolley 

Museum, Kittery Outlets or Free-

port (L.L. Bean), Lighthouses & 

Coastal Scenery

Lake Champlain  
Maritime Festival
Burlington, Vt.

Aug. 8-11, 2013

 contact:  Jerry Rafoul

(802) 482-3313

jerry@rafoulassociates.com

www.lcmfestival.com

the Lake champlain maritime 
Festival offers exciting events and 
activities in a spectacular setting: 
Burlington Vermont’s Waterfront 
on the shores of Lake champlain. 
During this celebration, the 
waterfront comes alive as visitors 
stroll the shores experiencing 
hundreds of exhibits, activities 
and musical performances. 
there’s something for everyone, 
including a vintage boat show, 
Jim carter Airshow, remote-
controlled airplanes, wine & food 
tasting; free concert series, Pirate 
5k run, and much more. 
nearby attractions: Shelburne 

Museum, Church Street Market-

place, Spirit of Ethan Allen III 

Lake Champlain Cruises

Cranberry Harvest Celebration

Jack o' Lantern  
spectacular
Providence, RI

Oct. 4-Nov. 3, 2013

 contact: Janet Mariani

(401) 785-3510

jmariani@rwpzoo.org

www.rwpzoo.org 

the acclaimed Jack-o-Lantern 
spectacular with 5,000 pump-
kins on display is held at the 
roger Williams Park Zoo.  
experience the glow of thou-
sands of pumpkins, set in a 
magical display of artistry  
during this night-time spec-
tacular and feast your eyes on 
hundreds of artfully carved 
jack-o-lanterns depicting 
people, places and scenes from 
popular culture to old-time 
favorites and everything in 
between—all with painstaking 
detail and amazing intricacy. 

 
nearby attractions: 
Providence Ghost Tour, Culinary 

Tour, Scialo Bakery Tour
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The East new England

new Hampshire  
Highland Games  
& Festival
Lincoln, NH

Sept. 20-22, 2013

 contact: Lois Meredith

(603) 229-1975 

lois@nhscot.org

www.nhscot.org

the new Hampshire Highland 
Games offers fun for all age 
groups providing world-class 
musical performances on 
multiple stages, competitions 
in highland dance, piping, and 
drumming, fiddle, harp, sheep 
dogs and heavy scottish athlet-
ics, great food, and shopping. 
Visit the clan Village and attend 
seminars in whisky tasting, his-
tory and genealogy. three great 
days at one of the largest and 
most diverse scottish festivals in 
the northeast.  
nearby attractions: Cannon 

Mountain, Loon Mountain Resort, 

The Flume

new Hampshire  
Maple Weekend
Statewide

March 23-24, 2013

 contact: Robyn Pearl

(603) 225-3757 

nhmpa@aol.com

www.nhmapleproducers.com

in February, new Hampshire 
maple producers tap sugar ma-
ples by drilling a hole in the trunk 
and inserting a spout, giving 
way to one of the most sweetest 
events of the year. Join in the 18th 
Annual new Hampshire maple 
Weekend. more than 100 sugar 
houses are open to demonstrate 
and discuss the centuries old 
craft of maple sugaring. see the 
process of how maple syrup is 
made from tree to table. some lo-
cations offer pancake breakfasts, 
petting farms, and entertain-
ment. All will offer a good time 
and good conversation.  

newport Flower show
Newport, RI

June 21-23, 2013

 contact: Dan Fryer

(401) 847-2251 

groups@newportmansions.org

www.newportmansions.org/

events/newport-flower-show

Join us for new england’s 
premier outdoor flower show, 
held at rosecliff, one of new-
port’s most beautiful historic 
mansions. Judged floral ex-
hibits, horticulture, gardening 
lectures, floral workshops and 
demonstrations fill the 3 day 
weekend. Don’t miss unique 
shopping opportunities in the 
Gardeners’ marketplace and 
oceanside Boutiques. enjoy  
live music and lunch in an 
outdoor cafe overlooking the 
ocean.  
nearby attractions: The Elms, 

The Breakers, Green Animals 

Topiary Garden

north American Wife 
Carrying Championship
Newry, Maine

Oct. 12, 2013

 contact: Caroline Ochtera

(207) 824-3000 

cochtera@sundayriver.com

www.sundayriver.com

 
it’s the most fun form of extreme 
couple’s therapy that exists 
and it takes place at sunday 
river resort’s 2013 north 
American Wife carrying cham-
pionship. Watch as teams from 
across north America compete 
head-to-head for fame, fortune, 
and a chance to compete at 
the World championships in 
Finland.  Part of a weekend-long 
Fall Festival complete with a 
wine tent, live music, and craft 
fair, the north American Wife 
carrying championship is set 
amidst maine’s most scenic 
mountain playground.   
nearby attractions: Scenic 

Gondola Rides, Zipline Tours, 

Geocaching

North American Wife Carrying Championship

Lobster Days at  
Mystic seaport
Mystic, Conn.

May 25-27, 2013

contact: Sarah Spencer

(860) 572-5309 

sarah.spencer@mysticseaport.org

www.mysticseaport.org

crack your first lobster claw of 
the season at mystic seaport’s 
butter-dribbling, shell-sucking, 
quintessentially new england 
Lobster Days during memorial 
Day Weekend. Lobsters in the 
rough are served by the rotary 
club of mystic. Lobster platters 
are served picnic-style under 
mystic seaport’s open-air Boat 
shed where diners can watch 
boats cruising on the mystic 
river and enjoy music of the sea.  
Proceeds from Lobster Days go to 
support rotary’s community or-
ganizations and projects.  
nearby attractions: Mystic 

Aquarium, Mohegan Sun Casino, 

Foxwoods Resort Casino
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Atlantic City Airshow 
“Thunder over the 
Boardwalk”
Atlantic City, NJ

Aug. 17, 2013

 contact: Heather Colache

(609) 449-7151 

hcolache@accva.com

www.atlanticcityairshow.com

 
one of the largest airshows in 
the country, the Atlantic city 
Airshow takes place over the 
beach and ocean, visible for 
miles around. it attracts more 
than 700,000 spectators to 
view a full day of airborne spec-
tacles such as aircraft from all 
branches of the military flying 
in formation as well as daredevil 
stunt pilots. Pre-show events 
include a salute to the military 
Parade, and immediately after 
the airshow there are free con-
certs on the famous Atlantic city 
Boardwalk. 
nearby attractions: Salute to 

the Military Parade, Post-airshow 

Concerts

Mid-Atlantic

Adirondack  
Balloon Festival
Glens Falls, NY

September 19-22, 2013 
 contact: Mark Donahue

(518) 222-4593 

www.adirondackballoonfest.org 

the Adirondack Balloon Festival 
is a four-day, free event and the 
oldest and largest balloon event 
on the east coast. set against 
the backdrop of the Adirondack 
mountains, the Adirondak 
Balloon Festival displays 90+ 
balloons during a multitude 
of launches throughout the 
weekend and offers additional 
activities such as fireworks, 
bands, food, craft vendors, kids 
activities, and a Balloon Block 
Party.    
nearby attractions: Lake Cruis-

es, Scenic Train Ride on Saratoga 

North Creek Railway, Six Flags 

Great Escape & Splashwater 

Kingdom

Atlantic City Airshow “Thunder Over the Boardwalk”

Albany Tulip Festival
Albany, NY

May 10-12, 2013

  contact: Sue Cleary

(518) 434-2032 

clears@ci.albany.ny.us

www.albanyevents.org/events 

Albany, new York’s capital city, 
celebrates spring with 100,000 
tulips of 140 different varieties. 
events are held in Albany’s 
Washington Park, a 90-acre site 
inspired by Frederick olmstead, 
designer of manhattan’s central 
Park. the festival begins with 
the traditional scrubbing of 
state street by girls in Dutch 
costumes, a mayoral proclama-
tion, and tulip Queen Luncheon. 
saturday there is the coronation 
of the tulip Queen with music 
and pageantry.  

   
nearby attractions: Boat Cruise 

Dutch Apple Cruise Lines, Ten 

Broeck Mansion,  Albany Aqua 

Duck Dutch History Tour, Dis-

cover of Albany

Chautauqua Institution 
2013 summer Festival
Chautauqua, NY

June 22-Aug. 25, 2013

contact: Laurie Paterniti-Stanton

(716) 357-6262 

lpaterniti@ciweb.org

www.ciweb.org  

chautauqua institution is a festi-
val for the mind, body, and spirit. 
A leader in the concept of learn-
ing vacations, chautauqua has a 
nine-week summer season which 
incorporates the arts, education, 
religion, and recreation to create 
an unparalleled vacation experi-
ence. take in a daily lecture, 
enjoy an evening of symphony or 
popular entertainment, attend 
the opera, theater, or simply 
spend a day visiting a gallery, 
shopping ,and dining. summer at 
chautauqua plays host to some 
170,000 visitors annually.  

  
nearby attractions: Wineries, 

Chau Belle/Summerwind Cruises, 

Lucy Desi Museum
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The East Mid-Atlantic

Dedication Day 

Dover Days 
Festival
Dover, Del.

May 3-5, 2013

 contact: Cindy Small

(302) 734-1736 

csmall@visitdover.com

www.doverdaysfestival.com

 
springtime is beautiful in down-
town Dover, Del., and Dover Days 
offers so many ways to enjoy 
it—in a weekend jam-packed with 
fun for the entire family. the fes-
tival is celebrating its 80th year 
and is one of the longest running 
festivals in the state. the annual 
celebration is a time to remem-
ber the capital city’s heritage, 
community spirit, colonial and 
Victorian traditions mixed with 
modern twists such as a car show, 
plein air festival and fireworks. 
Dover Days Festival attracts 
more than 300 arts and crafts 
exhibitors.    
nearby attractions: Fordham 

Brewery, First State Heritage Park, 

Air Mobility Command Museum

Gaylord national’s ICE!
National Harbor, Md.

Nov. 15, 2013-Jan. 5, 2014

 contact: Megan Potts

(301) 965-4000 

mpotts@gaylordhotels.com

www.christmasonthepotomac.com

 
every holiday season, visitors 
can experience ice! at the Gay-
lord national resort—a winter 
wonderland created entirely of 
2 million pounds of ice that is 
unlike anything you’ve ever seen.  
Hand-sculpted by a team of in-
ternational artisans, ice! is kept 
at a constant temperature of nine 
degrees Fahrenheit.  As visitors 
walk through this indoor won-
derland, they will marvel at 10 
different, life-size holiday scenes 
featuring incredible detail and 
vivid colors. everyone can slide 
down thrilling, two-story ice 
slides made of crystal-clear ice.   

  
nearby attractions: Washington 

DC, National Harbor, Old Town 

Alexandria

Dedication Day 
Gettysburg, Pa.

Nov. 19, 2013

 contact: Jenny McConnell

(717) 338-1053 

jenny@gettysburg.travel

www.gettysburg.travel/150

 
since 1938, a commemoration 
takes place at soldiers’ national 
cemetery on the anniversary of 
the Gettysburg Address, near the 
very ground where Lincoln deliv-
ered those memorable words in 
1863. A wreath laying ceremony 
is held at the soldiers’ national 
monument to recognize the lives 
that were sacrificed for all wars. 
this is followed by the program 
consisting of a Lincoln portrayer 
delivering the Gettysburg Ad-
dress, musical presentations by 
the local high school ceremonial 
brass band, civil War color guard, 
and a keynote speaker.  
nearby attractions: Gettysburg 

National Military Park, David  

Wills House, GNMP Museum & 

Visitor’s Center

Discover  
presque Isle Days
Erie, Pa.

July 26-28, 2013

 contact: Steve McDermott

(814) 833-6050 

steve@discoverpi.com

www.discoverpi.com

 
Discover Presque isle on the 
shores of Lake erie is a three day 
fun filled weekend put on by the 
non-profit organization, Presque 
isle Partnership. their mission 
is to enhance the Presque isle 
visitors’ experience through new 
programs on the park, while pro-
tecting the natural environment. 
there is something for everyone 
from the Art show, Bonfire, 
children’s Festival, country 98 
Dig off, Hearty Food, Kayaking 
Demonstrations, music on the 
Beach, and sand sculpture  
competition.   
nearby attractions: Presque 

Isle Downs & Casino, Lake Erie 

Wine Country Trail, Erie Maritime 

Museum & U.S. Brig Niagara

Finger Lakes  
Wine Festival
Watkins Glen, NY

July 12-14, 2013

  contact: Mike Evranian

(607) 535-2486 

mevranian@theglen.com

www.flwinefest.com 

 
the Finger Lakes Wine 

Festival offers the largest 
showcase of new York state 

wines with over 90 winer-
ies paired with regional 
artisans, music, culinary 
classes, and breweries all 
in one beautiful location.  

 
nearby attractions: 
Watkins Glen State Park, 

Corning Museum of Glass, 

Finger Lakes
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Rhubarb Festival
Intercourse, Pa.

May 17-18, 2013

contact:  Lisa Arrell 

(717) 768-2706  

larrell@kitchenkettle.com 

www.kitchenkettle.com/events/

rhubarb-festival.asp

 
it’s the largest and oldest rhu-
barb event in the u.s. Kitchen 
Kettle Village’s 30th Annual 
rhubarb Festival celebrates 
America’s harbinger of spring 
with food, music, games, and 
family fun—beginning with a 
“Best rhubarb Dessert in Lan-
caster county” baking contest, 
and offering the world’s only rhu-
barb race car Derby, Food dem-
os, even a rollicking rhubarb 
stroll. Guests can enjoy a menu 
of rhubarb-inspired foods, baked 
goods, and three Kitchen Kettle 
rhubarb Jams made especially at 
festival time.    
nearby attractions: Sight & 

Sound Theatre, Strasburg Rail 

Road, American Music Theatre

passport DC
Washington, DC

May 1-31, 2013

contact: Pat Wheeler

(202) 661-7581 

info@culturaltourismdc.org

www.culturaltourismdc.org/

things-do-see/passport-dc

Passport Dc, a month-long 
celebration of international 
culture, takes visitors on a global 
journey through Washington, Dc. 
Visitors can explore open houses 
at more than 70 embassies, street 
festivals, and special perfor-
mances. the first two saturdays 
of the month feature the Around 
the World embassy tour and the 
short cut to europe: european 
union embassies’ open House. 
short cut to europe highlights 
the embassies of the european 
union member countries and 
showcases their distinctive 
cultures. 
nearby attractions: Ethnic 

Restaurants, Diverse Museums, 

International Performing Arts

Quick Chek  
new Jersey Festival  
of Ballooning
Fairfield, NJ

July 26-28, 2013

 contact:  Howard Freeman

(973) 882-5464 

hfreeman@balloonfestival.com

www.balloonfestival.com

 
named one of the top 100 
events in north America five 
times by the ABA, the Quick 
chek new Jersey Festival of 
Ballooning is the largest sum-
mertime hot air balloon and 
music festival in north America. 
Held annually the last weekend 
of July, the three-day event is one 
of the most photographed in the 
country. the festival features 
the spectacle of 100 hot air bal-
loons taking to the skies over the 
scenic countryside, live concerts, 
fireworks, and more.   
nearby attractions: Historic 

Morristown, Premium Outlet 

Village at Flemington, U.S. Golf 

Museum & Arnold Palmer Center

sea Witch Halloween  
& Fiddler’s Festival
Rehoboth Beach, Del.

Oct. 25-27, 2013

contact: Carol Everhart

(302) 227-2233 

carol@beach-fun.com

www.beach-fun.com

mummies of all ages are invited 
to wrap up and join in the festivi-
ties. the fun begins on Friday 
with the choo choo express 
and family movie in Grove Park. 
on saturday, watch the popular 
costume parade followed by 
spooktacular activities including 
a hayride, beach games, broom 
tossing contest, trick or treating 
with the merchants, and much 
more. on sunday, watch out for 
the four-legged monsters parad-
ing down the Boardwalk in the 
costumed dog parade. Get scared 
silly!   
nearby attractions: 
Rehoboth Beach & Historic Board-

walk, Tanger Outlet Centers, Indian 

River Life Saving Station Museum

War of 1812 — 
Encampment  
The Capture of  
Fort niagara
Youngstown, NY

Aug. 31-September 1, 2013

  contact: Robert Emerson

(716) 745-7611 

remerson@oldfortniagara.org

www.oldfortniagara.org 

 
History comes alive as you expe-
rience the capture of the oldest 
fort on the Great Lakes at the old 
Fort niagara, a national His-
toric Landmark and new York 
state Historic site. more than 
250 re-enactors come together 
to re-create the British attack on 
the fort, including a rare night 
battle. see the 200-year-old flag 
that flew over the fort in the War 
of 1812.    
nearby attractions: Whirlpool 

Jet Boats, Niagara Falls, Niagara 

Wine Trail

Passport DC
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World Championship 
punkin Chunkin
Nassau, Del.

Nov. 1-3, 2013

contact: Frank Shade

(302) 645-1846 

1punkinchunker@gmail.com

www.punkinchunkin.com

the World Famous Punkin 
chunkin is a thrilling three- 
day pumpkin hurling event  
held in the town of Bridgeville, 
Del. since 1986, sussex county,  
Del., has been home to the 
annual Punkin chunkin—an 
outdoor celebration where 
high-tech engineers and average 
Joe’s transport their enormous 
homemade contraptions with 
one goal—hurling a 10-pound 
pumpkin as far as possible to 
claim the coveted title.  

  
nearby attractions: Dogfish 

Head Brewery, Tanger Outlet 

Centers, Nassau Valley Vineyards 

Winery

East Central

A Country Christmas
Nashville, Tenn.

Nov. 15, 2013-Jan. 1, 2014

contact: Tina Abellanosa

(615) 458-2800 

tabellanosa@gaylordhotels.com

www.gaylordhotels.com

this nashville tradition is back 
with live music, carriage rides, 
craft shows, photos with santa,  
a christmas Dinner show, radio 
city christmas spectacular & 
ice! among nearly 2 million 
spectacular christmas lights. 
it’s everything christmas and 
holiday wonderment at Gaylord 
opryland resort & convention 
center.   
nearby attractions: Grand  

Ole Opry, General Jackson  

Showboat, Country Music  

Hall of Fame

Chattanooga’s  
Riverbend  
Music Festival
Chattanooga, Tenn.

June 7-15, 2013

contact: Shelda Spencer Rees

(423) 424-4431 

ssrees@chattanoogacvb.com

www.riverbendfestival.com

the riverbend Festival is an 
internationally award-winning 
nine-day music festival! Located 
in the heart of chattanooga, 
there is no better way to enjoy 
your summer. riverbend takes 
place on the waterfront along the 
tennessee river. Boasting six 
stages with more than 100 bands 
featuring world-class entertain-
ment ranging from blues, classic 
rock, country, christian, urban, 
and bluegrass. riverbend draws 
more than 600,000 patrons an-
nually.    
nearby attractions: Tennessee 

Aquarium & Imax 3D Theater, On 

Historic Lookout Mountain - Rock 

City Gardens, Ruby Falls

Christmas at the  
Galt House Hotel
Louisville, Ky.

Nov. 16, 2013-Jan. 5, 2014

contact: Karen Schneider

(502) 589-5200 

ktschneider@galthotel.com

www.christmasatthegalthouse.com

christmas at the Galt House 
Hotel is a multi-faceted holiday 
extravaganza highlighting the 
sights and sounds of the season. 
this is a full holiday experi-
ence showcasing the nationally 
recognized and award winning 
KaLightoscope attraction with 
beautiful chinese luminaries 
ranging from two to 25 feet. Also 
featured, a holiday dinner show 
specifically created for the tour 
industry that’s guaranteed to 
ignite feelings that are happy, 
merry and bright.    
nearby attractions: Mega  

Cavern/Lights Under Louisville, 

Holiday Dinner Show/Derby  

Dinner Playhouse, Kentucky 

Derby Museum

The East Mid-Atlantic

Christmas at the Galt House Hotel
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Christmas Town,  
a Busch Gardens  
Celebration
Williamsburg, Va.

Nov. 29-Dec. 31, 2013

contact: Jill Pongonis

(757) 253-3361 

jill.pongonis@buschgardens.com

www.buschgardens.com/va

experience Busch Gardens in a 
whole new light during christ-
mas town: A Busch Gardens 
celebration. Holiday traditions, 
dazzling shows and one-of-a-
kind gift ideas will make every-
one say, “now this is christmas.” 
Gaze at more than six million 
twinkling lights while enjoying 
Busch Gardens’ signature pep-
permint fudge hot chocolate. A 
complete christmas town expe-
rience includes a visit to santa’s 
workshop and the parks’ 50-foot 
tall, light-animated christmas 
tree.  
nearby attractions: Colonial 

Williamsburg, Premium Outlets, 

Jamestown

Colonial Williamsburg’s 
Grand Illumination
Williamsburg, Va.

Dec. 1, 2013

contact:  Renee Clark

(757) 220-7534 

groupsales@cwf.org

www.colonialwilliamsburg.com

colonial Williamsburg’s 
christmas season officially 
begins with Grand illumina-
tion, a spectacular evening 
where candles twinkle in the 
windows of historic area homes 
and buildings, fatwood crackles 
in street-side cressets, and the 
heavens explode with fireworks. 
thousands of guests turn out—
families, friends, and strangers 
crowd the streets—to “ooh” and 
“ahh” and launch themselves on 
the Yuletide. 
nearby attractions: Busch  

Gardens Christmastown,  

Jamestown Settlement, Yorktown 

Victory Center

Gatlinburg’s  
Fantasy of Lights 
Christmas parade
Gatlinburg, Tenn.

Dec. 6, 2013

contact: Jim Davis

(865) 436-4178 

info@gatlinburg.com

www.gatlinburg.com

Gatlinburg’s 38th annual Fantasy 
of Lights christmas Parade trav-
els through downtown Gatlin-
burg to the cheers of a crowd of 
more than 80,000 spectators. 
the excitement includes more 
than 100 parade entries, march-
ing bands, and giant helium 
balloons. Jamming sidewalks 
and balconies along the parade 
route, a large crowd will be able 
to soak up the illuminating glow 
of Gatlinburg Winter magic, 
the city of Gatlinburg’s popular 
holiday lights program.
nearby attractions: Christ in 

the Smokies Museum & Gardens, 

Ober Gatlinburg Ski Resort, 

Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies

Historic virginia  
Garden Week
Richmond, Va.

April 20-27, 2013

contact: Karen Miller

(804) 644-7776 

gdnweek@verizon.net

www.vagardenweek.org

For one week in April, visitors are 
welcomed to nearly 200 of Vir-
ginia’s most picturesque gardens 
and private homes showcased in 
approximately 30 tours during 
“America’s Largest open House.” 
HGW in Virginia provides visi-
tors a unique opportunity to see 
unforgettable gardens at the 
peak of spring, as well as beauti-
ful houses featuring stunning 
flower arrangements. sponsored 
by the Garden club of Virginia, 
proceeds from HGW enhance the 
landscape of our state.    
nearby attractions: Mt. Vernon, 

Monticello, Executive Mansion in 

Richmond

Kentucky Bourbon 
Festival Inc.
Bardstown, Ky.

September 17-22, 2013

contact: Linda Harrison

(502) 348-3623 

info@kybourbonfestival.com

www.kybourbonfestival.com

the Kentucky Bourbon Festival 
is a six day festival celebrating 
the history, art and passion of 
making Kentucky Bourbon. the 
festival started in 1992 with one 
event and has grown to over 35 
events. events include the World 
championship Barrel relay, the 
Great Kentucky Bourbon tast-
ing and Gala, live music, south-
ern cooking and a huge dose of 
southern hospitality. Attendance 
for 2011 included attendees from 
38 states and 14 countries. 
nearby attractions: Kentucky 

Bourbon Trail, Oscar Getz  

Museum of Whiskey History,  

My Old Kentucky Home

norfolk Harborfest 
presented by AT&T
Norfolk, Va.

June 7-10, 2013

contact: Erin Filarecki

(757) 622-7348 

efilarecki@visitnorfolktoday.com

www.festevents.org

For several fun memorable 
days, the Downtown norfolk 
Waterfront transforms into an 
exciting playground for people of 
all ages. the historic waterfront 
festival offers a weekend packed 
with exciting activities on land 
and sea! Harborfest® includes 
tall ships and the Parade of sail, 
the largest fireworks show on the 
east coast, local, regional, and 
national entertainment, group 
activities, unique and unusual 
performances, water activities, 
and much more. 
nearby attractions: Naval Sta-

tion Norfolk, American Rover & 

Victory Rover, Spirit of Norfolk

Historic Virginia Garden Week
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secret City Festival
Oak Ridge, Tenn.

June 14-15, 2013

contact: Debbie Bootie

(865) 482-7821

debi@oakridgevisitor.com

www.secretcityfestival.com

not only was the secret city a 
secret during WWii, this great 
fun filled festival is still a BiG se-
cret. With WWii re-enactments, 
music, crafts, and food stands, 
there is something to do and see 
all weekend long. there are no 
admission fees except for the 
special evening concerts. the 
Lavender Festival happens in the 
same town only a few miles away 
and is another must see. this 
would make a great mystery trip 
combined with a full experience 
of the secret city excursion din-
ner train ride through where the 
atomic bomb was made.   
nearby attractions: Excursion 

Train Ride Thru Secret City, 

American Museum of Sciene & 

Energy, Museum of Appalachia

southern Lights
Lexington, Ky.

Nov. 22-Dec. 31, 2013

contact: Chris Nentwick

(859) 259-4225 

groupsales@kyhorsepark.com

www.kyhorsepark.com

Horses are not the only thing on 
display at the Kentucky Horse 
Park from late november-
December. For the past 19 years, 
miles of never-before-seen 
light displays and traditional 
favorites adorn the grounds of 
the park. After the light tour, 
visitors must check out the 
festivities including a petting 
zoo, music performances, pony 
rides, miniature doll house 
display, mini-train express, 
model trains, and kids even have 
an opportunity and visit with 
santa claus and take a photo.  

  
nearby attractions: Kentucky 

Horse Park, Old Friends  

Thoroughbred Retirement  

Center, Keeneland Race Course

The East Mid-Atlantic

virginia  
Highlands Festival
Abingdon, Va.

Aug. 2-11, 2013

contact: Becky Caldwell

(276) 623-5266 

vhf@eva.org

www.vahighlandsfestival.org

For 65 years, the 10-day Virginia 
Highlands Festival has taken 
place in historic downtown 
Abingdon, Va. and celebrates 
all that southwest Virginia has 
to offer. Groups can enjoy arts 
and crafts, photography, and a 
wide variety of lectures, talks, 
receptions, exhibits, and work-
shops. music lovers can enjoy an 
assortment of concerts including 
celtic, bluegrass, gospel, and 
classical. the festival includes 
cooking classes, performing arts, 
and a farmers market, outdoor 
recreation that includes hiking, 
biking, and fishing.    
nearby attractions: Barter 

Theatre, William King Museum, 

Virginia Creeper Trail

South East

Dickens Christmas 
show and Festivals
Myrtle Beach, SC

Nov. 14-17, 2013

  contact: Kimberly Dahlin

(843) 448-9483 

dickensshow@sc.rr.com

www.dickenschristmasshow.com  

 
the national Award Winning 
Dickens christmas show and 
Festivals has become an annual 
tradition. this victorian-themed 
Gift & craft show is the cor-
nerstone of a number of holiday 
events ranging from Punch & 
Judy shows to Historic Holiday 
tours, Holiday teas, A sherlock 
Holmes murder mystery Din-
ner, various christmas shows, 
shadrack’s Winter Wonderland 
of Lights, holiday shopping, and 
more.    
nearby attractions: Dickens 

Holiday Teas, Christmas at Pirates 

Voyage, Sherlock Holmes Murder 

Mystery Dinner

oglebay's Winter  
Festival of Lights
Wheeling, WV

Nov. 8, 2013-Jan. 5, 2014

 contact: David Flatley

(304) 243-4000 

dflatley@oglebay-resort.com

www.oglebay-resort.com  
 

the Winter Festival of Lights 
delights visitors of all ages. this 
annual light show is one of the na-
tion's largest, covering more than 
300 acres over a six-mile drive 
through the resort. the Winter 
Festival of Lights was listed as 
one of the 10 Best christmas 
Light Displays in the u.s. by AoL 
travel. the show was named as a 
top 100 event by eventcrazy.com  
and was recently listed as one of 
the top 200 events in the country 
by Discover America. the festival 
was also featured on travel 
channel's extreme christmas 
celebrations.   
nearby attractions: Wheeling 

Island Casino, Capital Theatre, 

Wheeling CVB

Dickens Christmas Show and Festivals
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Macon  
International Cherry 
Blossom Festival
Macon, Ga.

March 15-24, 2013

contact: Richard Brewer

(478) 751-7429 

rbrewer@cherryblossom.com

www.cherryblossom.com

each march, macon becomes a 
pink paradise of delight as more 
than 300,000 Yoshino cherry 
trees burst into bloom. For 10 
days, festival-lovers are treated 
to one of the most extravagant 
displays of springtime color in 
the nation as they visit the town 
referred to by congressional 
record as the cherry Blossom 
capital of the World.   
nearby attractions: Georgia 

Sports Hall of Fame, Tubman 

African American Museum,  

Hay House

Festival of Flowers
Greenwood, SC

June 1-23, 2013

  contact: Lindsay Burns

(864) 953-2464 

lindsay.burns@cityof 

greenwoodsc.com

www.scfestivalofflowers.org  
 

the south carolina Festival of 
Flowers offers a wide array of 
exciting and fun events for the 
whole family for approximately 
three weeks during June with 
the main weekend being the 
fourth weekend of June. Park 
seed company, famous for its 
trial Gardens, will be open for 
Flower Day. A number of private 
home garden tours are avail-
able during the main festival 
weekend. A variety of musical 
performances, concerts, cultural 
and sporting events, children’s 
activities.  
nearby attractions: Emerald 

Triangle Cultural District, Park 

Seed Company, Benjamin Mays 

Historic Site

national Black  
Theatre Festival
Winston-Salem, NC

July 29-Aug. 3, 2013

contact: Geraldine Patton

(336) 723-2266 

nbtf@bellsouth.net

www.nbtf.org

the national Black theatre 
Festival® is an international cel-
ebration and reunion of spirit.  
nBtF is recognized as one of 
the most historic and culturally 
significant events in the history 
of black theatre and American 
theatre in general. theatre 
enthusiasts enjoy more than 100 
performances of professional 
black theatre companies from 
across the country, the carib-
bean and Africa. the variety of 
theatrical performances includes 
drama, comedies, musicals, and 
multi-media presentations.    
nearby attractions: Old Salem 

Museums & Garden, Reynolda 

House Museum of American Art, 

Diggs Gallery

ponce de León’s  
Discovery of La Florida
St. Augustine, Fla.

Jan. 1-Nov. 30, 2013

contact: Barbara Golden

(904) 209-4425

bgolden@floridashistoriccoast.com

www.floridashistoriccoast.com

Long associated with Don 
Ponce de León’s momentous 
voyage of 1513, st. Augustine, 
Fla. will serve as a center of 
studies and celebrations of the 
500th anniversary of Ponce de 
León’s discovery of La Florida. 
celebrations, symposiums, and 
programs take place in st. Au-
gustine, including a public forum 
series that provides insight into 
his life and a re-enactment of 
Ponce de León’s first landing on 
the north American continent.  

   
nearby attractions: Ponce de 

León’s Fountain of Youth Ar-

cheological Park, Castillo de San 

Marcos National Monument, St. 

Augustine Lighthouse & Museum

Ponce de Leon’s Discovery of La Florida
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Daytona 500

CMA Music Festival
Nashville, Tenn.

June 6-9, 2012

contact:  Chris Harrington 

(615) 770-7814 

www.cmafest.com

the cmA music Festival is 
nashville’s signature music 
event, consisting of four days  
and more than 100 hours of  
live music, autograph signings  
by country music’s biggest 
names and up-and-comers, and 
celebrity events. throughout a 
rich 40-year history, the festival 
has never lost sight of its roots 
or its reason for existing: the 
unique and special bond that 
exists between the stars and 
their fans.

Boston  
Harborfest 2013
Boston, Mass.

July 2-7, 2013

 contact: Fiona Campbell 

(617) 227-1528 

festival@bostonharborfest.com 

www.bostonharborfest.com

the 32nd Boston Harborfest, is a 
six-day and night-long Fourth of 
July Festival that showcases the 
colonial and maritime heritage 
of the cradle of the American 
revolution: the historic city 
of Boston. the award-winning 
festival strives to honor and 
remember the past, celebrate the 
present, and educate the future 
with reenactments, concerts, 
and historical tours. the week 
includes the Boston chowderfest 
and the July 4th Boston Pops 
concert and Fireworks.

Christmas at Biltmore® 
Asheville, NC

Nov. 2, 2012-Jan. 1, 2013

 contact: Group Sales/Leslie 

Brewer 

(866) 851-4661 

groupsales@biltmore.com 

www.biltmore.com

Be inspired by Biltmore’s grand 
holiday celebration during our 
daytime christmas at Biltmore® 
celebration. miles of ribbon and 
lights, sparkling ornaments, 
fragrant evergreen swags, and 
dozens of traditional christmas 
trees decorate Biltmore House 
and the entire estate during the 
november and December holiday 
season. A candlelight christmas 
evening experience will be the 
highlight of your journey. imag-
ine the wonder of America’s larg-
est home® after dark, illuminated 
by sparkling candles and flicker-
ing firelight with musicians and 
choirs entertaining our guests in 
the Winter Garden. 

Daytona 500
Daytona Beach, Fla.

Feb. 24, 2013

contact: Shannon Nydam 

(386) 681-5052 

snydam@daytona 

internationalspeedway.com 

www.daytonainternational 

speedway.com

Daytona international speed-
way is home to the Daytona 500, 
“the Great American race,” 
nAscAr’s most prestigious 
race and season opener to the 
nAscAr sprint cup series sea-
son. Held every February, many 
nAscAr greats have captured 
the Harley J. earl trophy such 
as Dale earnhardt and 2011’s 
rookie winner treavor Bayne. 
Whether you are an avid race 
fan or a rookie to the sport, the 
Daytona 500 is the place to be 
for nonstop action and memo-
ries that will last a lifetime. 
Be a part of history here at the 
Daytona 500.

Kentucky Derby Festi-
val & Kentucky Derby
Louisville, Ky.

April 20-May 4, 2013

contact: Dineene Bradley 

(800) 626-5646 

dbradley@gotolouisville.com 

www.kentuckyderby.com 

www.gotolouisville.com

the Kentucky Derby Festival is 
a whirlwind of 70 events starting 
with thunder over Louisville, 
the opening ceremonies of the 
two-week festival. With an esti-
mated average attendance of half 
a million people, it is the largest 
annual event in the region, the 
largest annual pyrotechnics 
display in north America and 
one of the top five air shows in 
the country. other highlights 
include a half and full marathon 
and live bed racing! the event 
that started it all, the Pegasus 
Parade marches down Broadway 
the thursday before the Derby. 

The East 
Annual Events

Boston Harborfest 2013
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Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day parade
New York, NY

Nov. 28, 2013

contact: Ray Zagorski 

(212) 484-1237 

rzagorski@nycgo.com 

www.nycgo.com

this annual tradition often 
signals the beginning of the 
christmas holiday season. 
the tom turkey float leads 
the parade of more than 200 
different elements, with santa 
claus in his sleigh as the grand 
finale. in between are giant 
balloons, marching bands, and 
floats. Performers and march-
ers include celebrities, clowns, 
and costumed characters. on 
thanksgiving eve, visitors can 
watch the parade’s signature 
giant character and novelty 
balloons come to life as they are 
inflated with helium.

national Cherry  
Blossom Festival
Washington, DC

March 23-April 14, 2013

contact: Diana Mayhew 

(202) 661-7596 

diana@downtowndc.org 

www.nationalcherry 

blossomfestival.org

the national cherry Blossom 
Festival is Washington, Dc’s and 
the nation’s greatest springtime 
celebration. the festival includes 
spectacular weekends and daily 
events featuring diverse and 
creative programming promoting 
traditional and contemporary 
arts and culture, natural beauty, 
and community spirit. each year, 
the festival commemorates the 
anniversary of the gift of the 
cherry blossom trees and the 
enduring friendship between the 
united states and Japan. events 
are primarily free and open to the 
public, and more than 1 million 
people each year take part in this 
annual rite of spring.

national Independence 
Day Celebration
Washington, DC

July 4, 2013

 contact: Morgan Maravich 

(800) 422-8644 

morgan.maravich 

@destinationdc.com 

www.washington.org 

the nation’s capital celebrates 
the 4th of July with a birthday 
party that starts with a parade of 
more than 100 marching units. 
in the afternoon, the national 
mall is the place to be, with 
concerts at historic sites. After 
sunset, on the west side of the 
capitol building, the national 
symphony orchestra, along 
with guest stars and soloists, 
performs patriotic songs that set 
the stage for the grand finale—
the fireworks display over the 
Washington monument. When 
in town for the July 4th festivi-
ties, visitors can also enjoy the 
smithsonian’s free Folklife Fes-
tival also on the national mall.

Boston Harborfest 2013

MummersFest  
& Fancy Brigade  
Finale: philadelphia  
Mummers parade
Philadelphia, Pa.

Jan. 1, 2013

contact: Jim Julia

(302) 893 4937

james.julia@exeloncorp.com; 

tourgroups@fancybrigade.com

www.fancybrigade.com

While the mummers parade 
has been held in Philadelphia 
on new Year’s Day since 1901, 
the Philadelphia mummers 
Brigade Association decided in 
1997 to move their show indoors. 
no weather concerns means a 
guaranteed event and reserved 
comfortable seating. our venue, 
the Pennsylvania convention 
center in historic Downtown 
Philadelphia, offers the best 
place to see the Philadelphia 
mummers. come and see why 
the Fancy Brigade Division is 
called “Philadelphia’s best-kept 
secret.” 

The East
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pigeon Forge  
Winterfest
Pigeon Forge, Tenn.

Nov. 5, 2013-Feb. 28, 2014

contact: Joy McNealy 

(865) 453-8574 

jmcnealy@mypigeonforge.com 

www.mypigeonforge.com

our festival features more than 
five million lights on display 
throughout the city. our trolley 
tour of Lights, an event trade-
mark, allows you to enjoy our 
holiday lights with guides for a 
tour you’ll never forget. Wilder-
ness Wildlife Week in January 
is the ultimate smoky mountain 
experience; it’s a series of activi-
ties designed to connect visitors 
with the great outdoors. Get 
close to nature with more than 
50 guided walks/hikes, lectures, 
seminars, and hands-on work-
shops. Forget the winter dol-
drums, let Winterfest embrace 
your holidays with our multiple 
events and themed celebration.

The Big E
West Springfield, Mass.

September 13-29, 2013

 contact: Jessica Castro 

(800) 334-2443 

groupsales@thebige.com 

www.thebige.com

more than one million guests 
enjoy top-name entertainment, 
Big e cream puffs, mardi Gras 
Parade, the Big e super circus, 
and Horse show, the Avenue 
of states, storrowton Village 
museum, and competitions 
during the annual Big e festival.  
Located at the crossroads of new 
england on 175 acres in West 
springfield, the Big e attracts 
groups from across the country 
and beyond. more than 800 
motorcoaches visit the Big e 
each year.

virginia International 
Tattoo
Norfolk, Va.

April 25-28, 2013

 contact: Dianna Starkey 

(757) 282-2819 

dstarkey@vafest.org 

www.vafest.org

the tattoo is a mass perfor-
mance by military bands, color 
guards and drill teams, drum 
corps, bagpipers, and dancers 
from around the world. With 
powerful display of lighting, 
music, and patriotism, norfolk’s 
scope Arena comes alive for 
an extraordinary show, the 
largest tattoo of its kind in the 
u.s. Presented by the Virginia 
Arts Festival, the tattoo thrills 
audiences each spring with three 
unforgettable performances. 
“in the u.s. we have a pride in 
our military and in our national 
identity, and when you see this 
event you see that enormous 
pride, “ explains producer/direc-
tor scott Jackson. 

Pigeon Forge Winterfest

philadelphia  
International  
Flower show
Philadelphia, Pa.

March 3-10, 2013

contact: Nick Pytel 

(215) 988-8814 

npytel@pennhort.org 

www.theflowershow.com

the 2013 Philadelphia interna-
tional Flower show will present 
“islands of Aloha.”  For the 
first time in PHs history the 
Flower show will feature the 
flora, culture, and cuisine of the 
extraordinary Hawaiian islands. 
Guests will be welcomed to the 
Hawaiian islands through a gi-
ant wave of orchids arching over 
the entrance. native and tropical 
plants will rise around cascades 
of towering waterfalls. All six big 
islands will be represented in 
showcase gardens that highlight 
each unique culture through 
flowers, plants, stories, enter-
tainment and art. 
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Great Lakes

Arts & Crafts Festival
Nappanee, Ind.

Aug. 1-4, 2013

contact: Jenni Wysong

(574) 773-4188 

amishacres@amishacres.com

www.amishacres.com

more than 300 vendors from 
across the country will ply 
their trade and sell their wares 
around the historic farm’s pond. 
Farm wagon rides, marionettes 
and magic shows, family-style 
threshers Dinner in the 
century-old barn restaurant, 
and guided house and farm tours 
intertwine the festival and farm 
attractions. Free entertain-
ment on four stages is planned 
throughout the four days along 
with festive food concoctions. 

  
nearby attractions: The Round 

Barn Theatre, Amish Acres 

Historic Farm & Heritage Resort, 

Quilt Gardens Tour

Central
Whether it's reveling in history and culture or  
celebrating the holidays in style, plenty of incredible 
events await in the heart of the United States.

 Anniversary Year     

  Offers Group  
Incentives   

  Designated  
Motorcoach  
Parking  

 Food

Christmas at the  
House on the Rock
Spring Green, Wis.

Nov. 8, 2013-Jan. 1, 2014

 contact: Matt Schneider, CTIS

(608) 935-3639 

groupsales@thehouse 

ontherock.com

www.thehouseontherock.com

During the holidays, the House on 
the rock is transformed with the 
splendor and joy of the christmas 
season. As you stroll through the 
christmas experience, you’ll 
be greeted by more than 6,000 
collectible santas of all sizes 
and types—large, small, fancy 
and homespun along with all the 
other sights and sounds of the 
holiday season. Visitors will still 
enjoy the other popular sights 
that make the House on the rock 
so unique, such as the World’s 
Largest carousel and the gravity 
defying infinity room.   
nearby attractions: American 

Players Theater, Cave of the 

Mounds

Dublin Irish Festival
Dublin, Ohio

Aug. 2-4, 2013

 contact: Mary Szymkowiak

(614) 792-7666 

marys@irishisanattitude.com

www.dublinirishfestival.org

irish attitude is all you need 
to experience the Dublin irish 
Festival! For 26 years, the first 
weekend in Aug. has been re-
served for what is now one of the 
world’s largest irish celebrations. 
With 7 stages, 65 acts and 500+ 
performers, there’s something 
for everyone. Festival gates open 
at 4 p.m. Friday on 29 acres in 
coffman Park. Guests enjoy non-
stop music, dance, a marketplace 
with imported goods, genealogy, 
culture, a 10th century irish vil-
lage, celtic canines, storytelling 
and an endless selection of food 
and beverages.    
nearby attractions: Columbus 

Zoo & Aquarium, Ohio Amish 

Country, National U.S. Air Force 

Museum

Frankenmuth  
oktoberfest
Frankenmuth, Mich.

September 19-22, 2013

contact: Pam Mosner

(989) 652-3378 

ramprod@airadv.net

www.frankenmuthfestivals.com

A German festival with a large 
wooden dance floor.  entertain-
ment brought directly from 
Germany.  Good food, drinks, 
and souvenirs.  Located in the 
Harvey Kern Pavilion in Heri-
tage Park on Weiss street. 

   
nearby attractions: Zehnder’s 

of Frankenmuith

national  
Cherry Festival
Traverse City, Mich.

July 6-13, 2013

 contact: Trevor Tkach

(231) 947-4230 

trevor@cherryfestival.org

www.cherryfestival.org

remember the sights, sounds 
and smells of a summer celebra-
tion in your hometown when 
you were a kid? Happy days 
return to traverse city’s beau-
tiful Lake michigan shores each 
summer with more than 100 
events, including free air shows 
over the bay, colorful parades, 
wine and culinary galas, music 
shows, sporting events, march-
ing bands, rides, pie-eating 
contests, classic car show, arts 
and craft fair, orchard tours 
and loads of luscious cherries 
prepared every way you can 
imagine.    
nearby attractions: Sleeping 

Bear Dunes, Winery Tours,  

Lighthouses
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The Heartland

Branson veterans 
Homecoming
Branson, Mo.

Nov. 5-11, 2013

 contact: Lynn Berry

(417) 334-4084

lberry@bransoncvb.com

www.explorebranson.com/

veterans

every year in november, Bran-
son, mo. celebrates its tradition 
of honoring veterans who 
have served the united states 
with the largest homecoming 
celebration in the nation. With 
more than 40 special events 
leading up to the Veterans Day 
parade, thousands of veterans, 
active-duty personnel, and their 
families are welcomed by a com-
munity grateful for their service.  

  
nearby attractions: Veterans 

Memorial Museum

Quilt Gardens along 
the Heritage Trail
Elkhart, Ind.

May 30-Oct. 1, 2013

 contact: Sonya Nash

(574) 262-8161 

sonya@amishcountry.org

www.quiltgardens.com

one million  blooms of flowers 
come to life each year in the form 
of 19 giant quilt gardens and are 
featured with 18 giant hand-
painted quilt murals. Located 
along the scenic Heritage trail in 
Amish country of northern ind., 
100 miles east of chicago, this 
one-of-a-kind national event is 
free and fantastic. combine Quilt 
Gardens with backroads Amish 
discoveries, hands-on programs, 
barn quilts, quilting bees, garden 
centers, quilt shops, and more. 
round out itineraries with Amish 
farm tours, buggy rides, and  
step-on guides.    
nearby attractions: Shipshewana 

Flea Market, Das Dutchman  

Essenhaus, Amish Acres

shipshewana’s  
Midwest Largest  
outdoor Flea Market
Shipshewana, Ind.

May 6-Oct. 30, 2013

 contact: Michael Christner

(260) 768-4129 

michael@tradingplaceamerica.com

www.shipshewanafleamarket.com

shipshewana is home to the 
midwest’s Largest Flea market. 
Beginning the first tuesday 
and Wednesday of may every 
week until the last tuesday and 
Wednesday of october, you can 
find hundreds of items from 
beautiful flowers and fresh 
produce, locally crafted items, 
and handcrafted furniture at the 
shipshewana Flea market. this 
small community comes alive 
with travelers from all over to 
visit this “do not miss” Hoosier 
tradition.    
nearby attractions: Blue Gate 

Restaurant/Theater, Backroads 

Tour, Hostetler’s Hudson Car 

Museum

The Feast of  
the Hunters’ Moon
West Lafayette, Ind.

Oct. 5-6, 2013

 contact: Leslie Martin Conwell

(765) 476-8411 

feastinfo@tippecanoehistory.org

www.tippecanoehistory.org

the Feast of the Hunters’ moon 
is held on the grounds of the 
Historic Fort ouiatenon Park, 
a primitive country setting on 
south river road just four miles 
southwest of West Lafayette, 
ind. it is a re-creation of the an-
nual fall gathering of the French 
and native Americans which 
took place at Fort ouiatenon, 
a fur trading outpost in the 
mid-1700s and is held annu-
ally in early fall. thousands of 
participants re-enact this event 
creating a feast for your senses.   

 
nearby attractions: Tippecanoe 

Battlefield & Museum, Proph-

etstown State Park & Historic 

Prophetstown, Wolf Park

Corn palace Festival
Mitchell, SD

Aug. 21-25, 2013

 contact: Mark Schilling

(605) 995-8427 

mschilling@cornpalace.com

www.cornpalacefestival.com

one of south Dakota’s longest 
running annual events, the corn 
Palace Festival celebrates the 
redecoration of the corn Palace. 
the festival features family en-
tertainment, carnival rides, open 
class exhibits, food and specialty 
vendors, indoor concerts with 
national entertainment and free 
stage entertainment. Performers 
that have played in the corn Pal-
ace include John Phillip sousa, 
Lawrence Welk, Bob Hope, Dia-
mond rio, oakridge Boys, Wayne 
newton, Willie nelson, martina 
mcBride, Kenny chesney and 
many others.    
nearby attractions: Prehistoric 

Indian Village, Hansen Wheel 

& Wagon, Dakota Discovery 

Museum

Branson Veterans Homecoming



Central The Heartland

Custer state  
park Buffalo  
Roundup Arts Festival
Custer, SD

Sept. 28-30, 2013

contact: Wade Lampert

(605) 255-4541 

wlampert@custerresorts.com

www.custerresorts.com

enjoy three days of entertain-
ment along with numerous arts 
and crafts booths near the state 
Game Lodge. start with a hearty 
pancake breakfast and then 
visit artisans and craftsmen 
from throughout the midwest as 
they exhibit and sell their wares 
ranging from native American 
to Western and south Dakota-
made products. Listen to cowboy 
poets yarn tall tales, share the 
beauty of native American 
dancers, or enjoy some of the top 
musicians in the area.    
nearby attractions: Mount 

Rushmore Memorial, Crazy Horse 

Memorial, Custer State Park, 

Badlands National Park

Dodge City Days
Dodge City, Kan.

July 26-Aug. 4, 2013

contact: Sandie Masden

(620) 225-8186 

sandiem@dodgecity.org

www.dodgecitydays.com

experience western heritage 
come to life, at the annual Dodge 
city Days. this 10-day festival 
hosts over 50 events including a 
kick-off concert, parades, Kansas 
city Barbeque society sanctioned 
contest, classic car and arts & 
crafts show, and much more. 
embrace our western culture at 
the Dodge city roundup Arena 
where we host a top ten PrcA 
rodeo. then, at high noon, head 
on over to the Boot Hill museum 
to watch the gunfight, or see miss 
Kitty and her can can dancers 
at the Long Branch saloon. With 
so many activities, come “Get the 
Heck into Dodge!”     
nearby attractions: Boot Hill 

Museum, Boot Hill Casino &  

Resort, Historic Trolley Tours

Kansas state Fair 
Hutchinson, Kan.

Sept. 6-15, 2013

contact: Valerie Harper

(620) 662-3391 

valerieh@hutchchamber.com

www.kansasstatefair.com

the Kansas state Fair never gets 
old. the world-class midway, 
blue-ribbon animals and family-
friendly activities make it pure 
Americana, an event not to be 
missed. Party with your pals and 
hear the hottest performers at the 
u.s. cellular Grandstand. tour 
the many agricultural and educa-
tional displays. Win prizes. Brave 
heart pounding carnival rides 
or leisurely enjoy the train, boat, 
and Ye old mill journeys. Don’t 
miss the enormous vegetables, 
odd artifacts, homemade crafts 
and the infamous butter sculp-
ture... for there is truly something 
for everyone.    
nearby attractions: Kansas  

Cosmosphere, Kansas Under-

ground Salt Museum, Fox Theater

Medora Musical
Medora, ND

June 7-Sept. 7, 2013

contact: TR Medora Foundation

(701) 623-4444 

groupsales@medora.com

www.medora.com/musical

the medora musical is a profes-
sionally produced, high-energy, 
Western-style revue, which takes 
place in the 2,852-seat Burning 
Hills Amphitheatre situated in 
the north Dakota Badlands. the 
show is dedicated to the legacy 
of America’s 26th President, 
theodore roosevelt and the time 
he spent in north Dakota. each 
show pays tribute to American 
patriotism and the old-west way 
of life. Audiences are treated to 
an array of songs and dance rou-
tines performed by the Burning 
Hills singers and accompanied 
by the coal Diggers.    
nearby attractions: Theodore 

Roosevelt National Park, Chateau 

de Morse State Historic Site, 

Pitchfork Steak Fondue

national Centennial 
Celebration of the  
Lincoln Highway
Kearney, Neb.

June 30-July 1, 2013

contact: Ronnie O’Brien

(877) 511-2724

robrien@archway.org

www.archway.org

the Lincoln Highway, America’s 
first coast-to-coast highway 
connected new York to san 
Francisco, spanning 3,380 miles 
through 13 states. Help celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of this 
famed highway in summer 2013. 
twin tours of antique, classic, 
and contemporary cars will 
leave san Francisco and new 
York city on June 22, 2013 and 
travel cross country on original 
sections of the Lincoln Highway.  

   
nearby attractions: Archway 

Monument, Classic Car  

Collection, Merryman Performing 

Arts Center

National Centennial Celebration of the Lincoln Highway

NEEDS FOLIO
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north platte Rail Fest
North Platte, Neb.

Sept. 20-22, 2013

contact: David Harrold

(308) 534-3648 

railfest@nque.com

www.nprailfest.com

north Platte is the home of union 
Pacific’s Bailey Yard, the world’s 
largest railroad classification 
yard. rail Fest is a celebration 
of the union Pacific railroad to 
our community and our nation. 
the celebration includes tours 
of the yard, railroad equipment 
exhibits, locomotive simulators, 
and union Pacific Family Days. 
unique to north Platte’s history 
is the north Platte canteen, 
which extended hometown 
hospitality to 6.5 million service 
men and women during World 
War ii.    
nearby attractions: Golden 

Spike Tower & Visitor Center, 

Cody Park Railroad Display, 

Canteen Exhibit at the Lincoln 

County Historical Museum

The South

50th Anniversary  
of Alabama Civil 
Rights Movement 
(1963 & 1965)
Birmingham/Montgomery, Ala.

Jan. 1, 2013–Dec. 2015

contact: Rosemary Judkins

(334) 242-4493 

rosemary.judkins@tourism.

alabama.gov

www.alabama.travel

Join us as we commemorate the 
50th Anniversary of the civil 
rights movement in Alabama. 
experience some of the most 
prominent landmarks and 
monuments of the era. From 
Birmingham, montgomery and 
selma follow the footsteps of 
the civil rights pioneers who tri-
umphed in the struggle for civil 
rights.   
nearby attractions: Alabama 

Jazz Hall of Fame, Hank Williams 

Museum, Old Depot Museum

Cruisin’ The Coast
Biloxi, Miss.

Oct. 6-13, 2013

contact: Lisa Burnett

(228) 385-3847 

cruisinthecoast@cableone.net

www.cruisinthecoast.com

Join America’s largest block 
party for a week of bobby socks, 
poodle skirts, and greasers. crui-
sin’ the coast has become one of 
the most popular events for the 
mississippi Gulf coast. cruisin’ 
the coast® began in 1996 as a 
festival to celebrate antique, clas-
sic and hot rod vehicles, nostalgic 
music and related events. car en-
thusiasts nationwide and canada 
drive to the mississippi Gulf 
coast to showcase their rides; 
antiques, classics, and hot rods 
and to cruise the 30-mile stretch 
of beachside highway with stops 
in coastal towns.  
nearby attractions: Biloxi Visi-

tors Center & Lighthouse, Biloxi 

Shrimp Trip & Tailgate Shrimp 

Boil, Old Town Bay St. Louis

French  
Quarter Festival
New Orleans, La.

April 11-14, 2013

contact: Marci Schramm

(504) 522-5730 

marci@fqfi.org

www.fqfi.org/frenchquarterfest

the largest free musical festival 
in the south.  Featuring over 800 
local musicians, more than 65 of 
new orleans’ finest restaurants, 
free special events, and family 
fun with two exciting kid areas 
for 2013. 

national  
shrimp Festival
Gulf Shores, Ala.

Oct. 10-13, 2013

contact: Ann Motes

(251) 968-6091 

events@alagulfcoastchamber.com 

www.nationalshrimpfestival.com

the Annual national shrimp 
Festival is one of the nation’s 
premier outdoor festivals featur-
ing live entertainment and more 
than 300 vendors offering fine 
art, arts & crafts, and a retail 
marketplace along with plenty  
of fresh shrimp and other deli-
cious seafood.  
nearby attractions: Annual 

Mullet Toss, The Hangout Music 

Festival, Annual Hot Air Balloon 

Festival

Riverfest
Little Rock, Ark.

May 24-26, 2013

contact: DeAnna Korte

(501) 255-3378 

director@riverfestarkansas.com

www.riverfestarkansas.com

riverfest means three days of 
fun memorial Day weekend 
on the banks of the Ar river 
in Little rock’s river market 
District. Five stages expanding 
throughout riverfront Park and 
clinton Presidential Library & 
Park, feature local and national 
artists, kid zones, food, and 
special attractions with the 
best known names in music. 
Past headliners included Al 
Green, ZZ top, Huey Lewis and 
the news, chaka Khan, Brad 
Paisley, run Dmc, Hank Wil-
liams Jr., James Brown, stYX, 
Doobie Brothers, and B.B. King.  

  
nearby attractions: Clinton 

Library, Museum of Discovery, 

Heifer International

W. C. Handy Music 
Festival
Florence, Ala.

July 19-27, 2013

contact: Nancy Gonce

(256) 766-9719 

ngonce@bellsouth.net

www.wchandymusicfestival.org

the W. c. Handy music Festival 
is a week-long celebration of the 
musical heritage of northwest 
Alabama, honoring Florence, 
Alabama native, W. c. Handy, 
“Father of the Blues.” more than 
200 events take place during the 
week ranging from mini- 
concerts to headliner concerts; 
from plays to art exhibits. the 
event is located almost equidis-
tant from nashville, memphis, 
and Birmingham; the area 
known as “the shoals,” where 
the majority of the events take 
place.    
nearby attractions: Ivy Green - 

Helen Keller Home, Frank Lloyd 

Wright Home, The W.C. Handy 

Home & Museum

Louisiana Gumbo  
Festival of Chackbay
Thibodaux, La.

Oct. 18-20, 2013

contact: Josh Falgoust

(985) 859-4859 

josh@lagumbofest.com

www.lagumbofest.com

the Louisiana Gumbo Festival 
of chackbay offers the very 
best in cajun food, music, and 
dancing. Although gumbo is 
the headliner for this festival 
you will find much, much more 
including jambalya, alligator 
sauce piqunte, crab cakes with 
crawfish sauce, pastayla... the 
list goes on and on. the best in 
cajun & swamp Pop music will 
keep your toes tapping and the 
carnival mid-way with pay-one-
price rides keeping the children 
entertained. Parade and live 
auction on sunday.    
nearby attractions: Swamp 

Tours, Plantation Tours, Center 

for Traditional Louisiana Boat 

Building
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Holland Tulip Time Festival

Holland Tulip  
Time Festival
Holland, Mich.

May 4-11, 2013

contact:  Sara VanderZee 

(616) 396-4221 

groupsales@tuliptime.com 

www.tuliptime.com

the tulip time Festival began 
in 1929 to celebrate Dutch cul-
ture and heritage while beautify-
ing the community with tulips. 
the festival has something for 
everyone with various shows 
throughout the week including 
local music and theatre, meal 
shows and national touring 
artists. in addition you’ll find 
three parades, six million tulips, 
Dutch Dance performances, 
Dutch marktplaats, fireworks, 
an art and craft fair, wonderful 
downtown shopping, and more.  

Indy 500 Celebration
Indianapolis, Ind.

May 4-26, 2013

contact:  Lisa Wallace 

(317) 262-8260 

lwallace@visitindy.com 

www.500festival.com  

www.visitIndy.com

the indy 500 celebration 
features a two-week/three-
weekend event schedule that 
provides an opening week of 
busy daily track activity, two 
pressure-packed days of quali-
fications and a traditional race 
Week format that includes all of 
the pageantry of “the Greatest 
spectacle in racing.” there will 
be 12 days of on-track action 
during the month of may at the 
indianapolis motor speedway, 
kicking off with the 500 Festival 
mini marathon. the month will 
culminate with the world’s larg-
est single-day sporting event, the 
indianapolis 500 taking place on 
may 26, 2013.  

Mardi Gras
New Orleans, La.

February 12, 2013

contact:  Lisa Holland 

(800) 748-8695  

lholland@neworleanscvb.com 

www.neworleanscvb.com

noted as the city is for jazz, 
cajun, and creole cooking and 
the French Quarter, mardi Gras 
eclipses all as new orleans’ 
most famous centerpiece. it has, 
arguably, the greatest economic 
and cultural impact of any event 
in the city. Fat tuesday this year 
will be February 12, but the fes-
tivities begin weeks in advance. 
A time of revelry, festivity, and 
unabashed indulgence, mardi 
Gras reflects new orleanians’ 
rich heritage and invites ev-
eryone to join in the fun. the fes-
tival embraces the city’s social 
and cultural variety, from the 
mardi Gras indians to the Zulu 
parade and the endymion ball, 
and brings everyone together in 
the spirit of revelry.

saint paul  
Winter Carnival
Saint Paul, Minn.

January 24-February 3, 2013

 contact: Michael Hernandez 

(651) 265-4906 

mhernandez@visitsaintpaul.com 

www.winter-carnival.com

the saint Paul Winter carnival is 
an 11-day winter festival that fos-
ters a sense of community, pride, 
belonging, and connectedness by 
celebrating saint Paul’s history 
and emerging heritage through 
fun and educational experi-
ences. more than 400,000 people 
visit saint Paul for the Winter 
carnival, which creates $3.5-$5 
million in economic activity. the 
saint Paul Festival & Heritage 
Foundation maintains an ongoing 
administration. this year-round 
management provides the volun-
teer support, programming con-
tinuity and fiscal administration 
necessary to assure the continued 
growth and success of the saint 
Paul Winter carnival.

Central
Annual Events

ozark Mountain  
Christmas
Branson, Mo.

Nov. 1, 2012-Jan. 2, 2013

contact:  Lynn Berry 

(877) BRANSON 

lberry@bransoncvb.com 

www.explorebranson.com

this nationally acclaimed holiday 
destination, with its unexpected 
mix of world-class entertain-
ment, lakes area recreation and 
christmas spirit, creates a grand 
finale for the year. this seasonal 
festival features the Branson 
Area Festival of Lights, which il-
luminates the night sky with mil-
lions of lights. silver Dollar city, 
the award-winning theme park, 
has their old time christmas fin-
ery aglow on nearly every tree and 
building. With a five-story tree, 
the Living nativity, and the grand 
production show of “A Dickens’ 
christmas carol,” you will make 
new christmas memories. 
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The Rockies

Buffalo Bill Cody  
stampede Rodeo
Cody, Wyo.

July 1-4, 2013

 contact: Claudia Wade

(307) 587-2297 

pctc@codychamber.org

www.codystampederodeo.com

Following the tradition of Buf-
falo Bill’s cody Wild West show, 
cody hosts one of the country’s 
largest and finest rodeos. since 
1924 the cody stampede has 
been popular for locals as well as 
visitors. the stampede rodeo 
draws cowboys and cowgirls 
from across the country to com-
pete for top dollar prizes. the 
cody/Yellowstone Xtreme Bulls 
event kicks off the stampede on 
June 30 where world champion 
bull riders test their grit.   
nearby attractions: Buffalo  

Bill Historical Center, Heart 

Mountain Interpretive Center, 

Cody Trolley Tour

The West
With events ranging from music festivals  
to livestock celebrations, there's something  
for everyone in the West.

 Anniversary Year     

  Offers Group  
Incentives   

  Designated  
Motorcoach Parking  

 Food

Canyonlands  
By night
Moab, Utah

April 1-Oct. 31, 2013

contact: Rachel Paxman

(435) 259-5261 

rachel@canyonlandsbynight.com

www.canyonlandsbynight.com

in southern utah, exploring 
the beautiful area surrounding 
moab and telling the history of 
the land is more than an interest, 
it’s our passion. We’re delighted 
to see our commitment come 
to life every day, in the smiles, 
discovery, and laughter of our 
guests. Join us as we celebrate 
50 years of wonders in the desert 
and make unforgettable memo-
ries.   
nearby attractions: Tour 

National Parks, Hummer Tours, 

Rafting Adventures

Donkey Derby Days
Cripple Creek, Colo.

June 29-30, 2013

 contact: Pat Martin

(719) 689-3461 

pmartin@cripple-creek.co.us

www.visitcripplecreek.com

Donkey Derby Days is now in 
its 82nd year and tops the list of 
favorite cripple creek events. 
People from all over the world 
descend on our mountain town, 
drawn by a chance to watch 
a race inspired by the town’s 
resident free roaming donkey 
herd. they are thought to be de-
scendants of the orginal donkeys 
from the town’s 1900s gold rush. 
Families can enjoy watching or 
participating in the donkey races. 
this free two-day event is packed 
full of activities such as heritage 
competitions, live entertain-
ment, children’s games, vendors, 
and so much more.   
nearby attractions: Air Force 

Academy, Pikes Peak Cog Rail-

road, Garden of the Gods

Grand Teton Music Festival
Teton Village, Wyo.

July 2-Aug. 17, 2013

 contact: Mike Swanson

(307) 732-9957 

mike@gtmf.org

www.gtmf.org

After a spectacular 50th  
anniversary season in 2011,  
the Grand teton music Festival 
looks towards the future—
maintaining the superb level 
of musicianship from GtmF 
orchestra and bringing the 
world’s finest guest soloists and 
conductors to Jackson Hole. 
internationally acclaimed con-
ductor and GtmF music Direc-
tor Donald runnicles leads the 
Festival orchestra, comprised of 
the best veteran orchestral play-
ers and rising stars in the nation. 

  
nearby attractions: Hiking,  

Biking, Fly Fishing, Rafting

The Southwest

Christmas  
Capital of Texas®

Grapevine, Texas

Nov. 22, 2013-Jan. 5, 2014

 contact: Heather Kisabeth

(817) 410-3185 

hkisabeth@grapevinetexasusa.com

www.grapevinetexasusa.com/

christmas

see Grapevine as the city be-
comes blanketed with millions of 
lights, enormous decorations, an-
imated characters, and a whole 
lot more! Festivities include ice! 
at the Gaylord texan resort; 
christmas on main; north Pole 
express® and the largest lighted 
christmas parade in north 
texas. entertainment features 
holiday musical performances, 
the Grapevine opry’s christmas 
spectacular, family christmas 
movies, and more.    
nearby attractions: ICE! at the 

Gaylord Texan, North Pole Ex-

press, Historic Palace Theatre
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Denton Arts & 
Jazz Festival
Denton, Texas

April 26-28, 2013

 contact: Dana Lodge

(940) 382-7895 

dcvb@discoverdenton.com

www.discoverdenton.com

sensational music, good food, 
beautiful art and activities for 
the whole family—where jazz 
is king. more than 20 acres and 
2,000 musicians, artisans, and 
performers attract 200,000 
visitors each year to the free 
Denton Arts and Jazz Festival. 
Held the last full weekend in 
April at Denton’s Quakertown 
Park, the event features seven 
stages of continuous music, fine 
art, crafts, and food, games, and 
information booths in a beauti-
ful, outdoor setting.   
nearby attractions: North Texas 

Horse Country, Texas Motor 

Speedway, Bureau of Engraving 

& Printing

Western Winter Blast XXIv
Lake Havasu City, Ariz.

Feb. 15-17, 2013

 contact: Sandi Nagel

(928) 208-2093 

markco@npgcable.com

www.havasufof.com

We like to think of it as our 
own private and spectacular 
fireworks show. the annual 
Winter Blast, held each Febru-
ary in Lake Havasu city, Ariz., 
is a fireworks extravangaza. the 
grounds are just outside the 
fallout zone—placing viewers in 
the heart of the show. Welcome 
to the rodeo grounds where 
you’ll find a laid-back, relaxing 
atmosphere. Food and beverages 
are plentiful. new for 2013, sat-
urday will feature a live concert 
in the afternoon and a BBQ 
dinner. the grounds are located 
close to lodging, sightseeing, and 
shopping.    
nearby attractions: London 

Bridge, Colorado River Tour, 

Lighthouse Tour

oklahoma Indian  
summer Festival
Bartlesville, Okla.
Sept. 12-14, 2013

 contact: Jenifer Pechonick

(918) 331-0934 

jeniferp917@aol.com

www.okindiansummer.org

oklahoma indian summer 
festival began more than 20 years 
ago as a way for the chamber of 
commerce to incorporate the 
indian culture into a fall festival 
for Bartlesville. Located at the 
Bartlesville community center, 
the yearly festival now combines 
award-winning American indian 
art, traditions and cultural dem-
onstrations with a family-oriented 
atmosphere. Boasting the state’s 
only intertribal Powwow, other 
festival highlights include: Ameri-
can indian storytelling, guest 
speakers, and western art.    
nearby attractions: Woolaroc 

Wildlife Preserve & History  

Museum, Price Tower Arts  

Center, Tallgrass Prairie Preserve

pork & Brew state  
BBQ Championship
Rio Rancho, NM

July 5-7, 2013

contact: Art Perez

(505) 891-7258 

aperez@ci.rio-rancho.nm.us

www.rioranchonm.org/ 

porkandbrew

come out and enjoy this terrific 
family-friendly event with live 
entertainment, arts and crafts, 
fun jumps, magic show, and, of 
course, plenty of award-winning 
BBQ. the Pork & Brew is hosted 
by the rio rancho cVB and is 
a fully sanctioned Kansas city 
BBQ society event—one of the 
top 10 events on the society 
calendar. With an average atten-
dance of more than 20,000, Pork 
& Brew has become one of the 
largest events in new mexico. 
Winners go on to participate at 
the nationals in Kansas city, 
Kan.      
nearby attractions: Jemez Moun-

tain Trail, Albuquerque, Santa Fe

National Centennial Celebration of the Lincoln Highway
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The West The southwest

san Antonio  
stock show & Rodeo
San Antonio, Texas

Feb. 7-24, 2013

 contact: Patti Martin

(210) 225-5851 

patti@sarodeo.com

www.sarodeo.com

think you should have been a 
cowboy? Here’s your chance! 
the three-week san Antonio 
stock show & rodeo has been 
awarded “Large indoor rodeo 
of the Year” for the last seven 
consecutive years by the Profes-
sional rodeo cowboys Associa-
tion. the event is attended by 
more than a million visitors and 
features world-class professional 
rodeo, livestock shows, horse 
shows, western art, carnival, 
shopping, and live entertain-
ment, including star-studded 
country, rock ‘n’ roll and Latin 
artists during all 20 PrcA rodeo 
performances.   
nearby attractions: Alamo,  River 

Walk, Spanish Colonial Missions

“TEXAs” Musical Drama
Canyon, Texas

June-Aug.

 contact: Kris Miller

(806) 655-2181

krisjm@hardrockers.com

www.texas-show.com

A lone horseman, carrying the 
flag of the great state of texas 
appears atop a 600-foot cliff, 
signaling the beginning of the 
most spectacular outdoor musi-
cal drama in the world. With a 
burst of fireworks and a moving 
swell of the music, the horseman 
gallops away. suddenly, a cast 
of more than 60 actors, singers, 
and dancers takes the stage to 
kick off the show that millions of 
fans from all around the world 
have come to see. only a state as 
big as texas could host a show as 
big as teXAs!   
nearby attractions: Panhandle 

Plains Historical Museum,  

American Quarter Horse  

Museum, Palo Duro Canyon  

State Park

Texas Rose Festival
Tyler, Texas

Oct. 17-19, 2013

contact: Susan Travis

(903) 592-6978 

stravis@tylertexas.com

www.texasrosefestival.com

since its beginning in 1933, 
the texas rose Festival has 
represented the spirit that brings 
tyler together as a community. 
rich in heritage and tradition, 
the Festival offers enchanting 
ceremonial events —the Queen’s 
coronation, the rose show, 
Queen’s tea and rose Parade, all 
against a backdrop of brilliant 
roses. Along with these events 
there’s an Arts & crafts Fair, 
a Harvest Festival and Grape 
stomp at Kiepersol Winery, 
Palette of roses Art show, hor-
ticulture workshops, and more.  

   
nearby attractions: Goodman-

LeGrand Home & Museum, Tyler 

Municipal Rose Garden &  

Museum, Kiepersol Winery

Washington’s  
Birthday Celebration
Laredo, Texas

Jan. 24-Feb. 24, 2013

 contact: Lisa Morales

(956) 722-0589 

lmorales@wbcalaredo.org

www.wbcalaredo.org

celebrating its 116th anniversary, 
the Washington’s Birthday cele-
bration, is the largest celebration 
of its kind in the u.s. with half a 
million people in attendance each 
year. Founded in 1898 to com-
memorate the birth of the Found-
ing Father of the united states, it 
now boasts 27 events in 32 days. 
this celebration with something 
for everyone features extravagant 
pageantry, two parades, a wine 
and tequila tasting, food, an air 
show, a carnival, a mardi Gras 
party, live music, the Jalapeño 
Festival, and more.   
nearby attractions: WBCA 

Jalapeño Festival, SMW Colonial 

Pageant & Ball, Anheuser-Busch 

Washington’s Birthday Parade

Texas Rose Festival
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Will Rogers Days
Claremore, Okla.

Nov. 1-4, 2013

 contact: Steve Gragert

(918) 343 8118 

skgragert@willrogers.com

www.willrogers.com/events

Will rogers Days marks the 
birth of Will rogers, november 
4, 1879, on an oologah indian 
territory ranch. Activities and 
celebrations have been held each 
year since the museum opened 
in 1938, three years after his 
death in an Alaskan plane crash. 
Activities include children’s 
Day at the museum, night at the 
museum, birthday party at the 
ranch, antique and classic car 
show, indian Women’s Pocahon-
tas club tribute, and a parade. 

 
nearby attractions: Gilcrease 

Museum, Tulsa, Philbrook  

Museum, Historic Route 66

The West

Cocktails & Cannons
Ely, Nev.

June 21-22, 2013

 contact: Ed Spear

(775) 289-3720 

coyoteed@mwpower.net

www.elynevada.net/events

What could be better than a 
relaxing evening at cave Lake? A 
fun-filled weekend, with bathtub 
races, BBQ, and fireworks. start 
the weekend off Friday at 6 p.m. 
at the copper Queen ramada 
and vote for your favorite bathtub 
boat, pick up souvenirs, or just 
meet up with friends and enjoy 
the music and food. saturday 
offers a fun-filled day of fishing, 
swimming, and bathtub racing. 
tub inspections and vendors will 
be open at 11 a.m. this year, the 
rubber Ducky races will be back 
by popular demand.    
nearby attractions: Nevada 

Northern Railway, Great Basin Na-

tional Park, Renaissance Village

oregon  
shakespeare Festival
Ashland, Ore.

Feb. 15-Nov. 3, 2013

 contact: Box Office

(541) 482-4331  

boxoffice@osfashland.org

www.osfashland.org

established in 1935, the tony 
Award-winning oregon shake-
speare Festival is among the 
oldest and largest professional 
regional repertory theatre com-
panies in the united states. osF 
presents an eight-month season 
of 11 plays—four by shakespeare 
and seven by classic and contem-
porary playwrights—in rotating 
repertory in three theatres. 
osF also offers Backstage tours, 
lectures, park talks, pre- and 
post-show discussions, and a free 
Green show of diverse perfor-
mances before the evening shows 
during the summer.   
nearby attractions: Crater Lake 

National Park, Rafting & Fishing, 

Wineries

palm springs  
International Film Festival
Palm Springs, Calif.

Jan. 3-14, 2013

 contact: Kitty Goff

(760) 322-2930 

info@psfilmfest.org

www.psfilmfest.org

  
the Palm springs international 
Film Festival (PsiFF) is one of 
the largest film festivals in north 
America, welcoming 130,000 
attendees each year for its lineup 
of international features and 
documentaries. the festival is 
also known for its annual Black 
tie Awards Gala, honoring the 
best achievements of the year by 
talents who have included Ben 
Affleck, cate Blanchett, George 
clooney, Leonardo Dicaprio, 
clint eastwood, sean Penn,  
Brad Pitt, natalie Portman, and 
Kate Winslet.  
nearby attractions: Palm 

Springs Art Museum, Palm 

Springs Aerial Tramway, Palm 

Springs Air Museum

Oregon Shakespeare Festival
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Cheyenne Frontier Days
Cheyenne, Wyo.

July 19-28, 2013

 contact: Nicole Gamst 

(307) 778-7200 

nicole@cfdrodeo.com 

www.cfdrodeo.com

since 1897, cheyenne has cel-
ebrated its old West roots with 
this eye-popping festival. cen-
tral to this Western celebration 
is the world’s largest outdoor 
rodeo. complementing the 
daily rodeo action are behind-
the-chutes tours, trick riding, 
and a wild-horse race. A native 
American Village, an old West 
town called “Wild Horse Gulch,” 
a chuck wagon cook-off, pancake 
breakfasts, and an art show car-
ry the frontier theme. rounding 
out the program are a carnival 
midway, an air show, top-name 
entertainment, professional 
bull riding shows, and several 
parades that include antique car-
riages and automobiles.

Albuquerque  
International  
Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM

Oct. 5-13, 2013

contact: Kelly Ryan 

(800) 733-9918 

trade@itsatrip.org 

www.itsatrip.org 

For nine days in october, the 
new mexico skies are painted 
as hundreds of balloons lift off 
from Albuquerque’s Balloon 
Fiesta Park. nothing rivals the 
power of the mass Ascensions 
on crisp early mornings as these 
graceful giants leave the ground 
to take their place in the azure 
desert sky. For ballooning fans 
worldwide, the Albuquerque 
international Balloon Fiesta is a 
pilgrimage. there is something 
for everyone to enjoy… whimsi-
cal special shapes filled with 
equal parts hot air and wonder, 
and Balloon Glows that create 
a magical night landscape for 
spectators to wander. 

Iditarod Trail  
sled Dog Race
Anchorage, Alaska (start) and 

Willow, Alaska (restart)

March 2-17, 2013

contact: Erin McLarnon 

(907) 376-5155 

emclarnon@iditarod.com 

www.iditarod.com

You can’t compare it to any other 
competitive event in the world. 
A race over 1,049 miles of the 
roughest, most beautiful terrain 
mother nature has to offer. she 
throws jagged mountain ranges, 
frozen rivers, dense forests, 
desolate tundra and miles of 
windswept coast at the mushers 
and their dog teams. Add to that 
temperatures far below zero, 
winds that can cause a complete 
loss of visibility, the hazards of 
overflow, long hours of darkness, 
and treacherous climbs and side 
hills, and you have the iditarod. 
A race extraordinaire, a race 
only possible in Alaska.

portland Rose Festival
Portland, Ore.

May 24-June 9, 2013

contact: Carol Ross 

(503) 227-2681 

carolr@rosefestival.org 

www.rosefestival.org

For more than 100 years, the 
Portland rose Festival has 
brought together families and 
individuals from oregon and 
beyond with events and pro-
grams that spotlight the riches 
of the Pacific northwest while 
offering colorful examples of 
many international cultures. 
Attended by more than 2 mil-
lion people, the rose Festival 
was named “Best Festival in 
the World” by the international 
Festivals & events Association 
(iFeA) in 2011 and features  
the Grand Floral Parade as  
its centerpiece on saturday, 
June 8, 2013.

Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race

The West
Annual Events

Fiesta san Antonio
San Antonio, Texas

April 18-28, 2013

 contact: Anne Cannon 

(210) 227-5191 

anne@fiesta-sa.org 

www.fiesta-sa.org

Fiesta san Antonio celebrates 
the Alamo city’s diverse history 
and culture with 100 events 
in more than 11 days. Fiesta 
includes parades, parties, coro-
nations, fashion shows, athletic 
events, art exhibits and much 
more—something for everyone. 
Fiesta is the party with a pur-
pose because every official event 
is produced by a local nonprofit 
or military organization. those 
groups give back to their com-
munity all year long.
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Tournament of Roses
Pasadena, Calif.

Dec. 28, 2012-Jan. 1, 2013

contact: W. Gravely 

(626) 449-4100 

wgravely@rosemail.org 

www.tournamentofroses.com

the Pasadena tournament of 
roses is a volunteer organiza-
tion that annually hosts the 
rose Parade®, rose Bowl Game® 
presented by citi and various 
associated events. the 123rd 
rose Parade, themed Building 
Dreams, Friendships & memo-
ries, will take place saturday, 
Jan. 1, 2013, at 8 a.m. (Pst) 
featuring majestic floral floats, 
high-stepping equestrian units 
and spirited marching bands. 
Following the rose Parade, the 
98th rose Bowl Game presented 
by citi will kick off at 2:10 p.m. 
and feature an exciting match-
up between two of the top  
collegiate football teams in  
the nation.  

Cheyenne Frontier Day

Portland Rose Festival
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Antigonish 
Highland Games
Antigonish, Nova Scotia

July 12-14, 2013

 contact: Melissa MacMaster

(902) 863-4275 

info@antigonishhighlandgames.ca

www.antigonishhighlandgames.ca

the 150th anniversary of the 
Antigonish Highland Games will 
take place in 2013. this must-see 
event showcases authentic scot-
tish culture and is rated among 
the top three in canada. its 
reputation worldwide has been 
built on authenticity, attention to 
detail, and hospitality that makes 
the Antigonish Highland Games 
a must-see event for the thou-
sands of spectators who make 
the annual trek. What makes the 
event so special is that it includes 
the Highland Games and the 
scottish Festival.    
nearby attractions: Festival  

Antigonish, River Side Interna-

tional Speedway, Cape George 

Point Scenic Trail

Canada
From flower blooms to great music, Canada's top events 
bring out the beauty and the arts of a vast nation.

 Anniversary Year     

  Offers Group  
Incentives   

  Designated  
Motorcoach Parking  

 Food

Bard on the Beach 
shakespeare Festival
Vancouver, British Columbia

TBA

 contact: Ava Forsyth

(604) 737-0625 

info@bardonthebeach.org

www.bardonthebeach.org

Bard on the Beach is one of 
canada’s largest not-for-profit, 
professional shakespeare Festi-
vals. Presented on the waterfront 
in Vancouver’s Vanier Park, the 
festival offers shakespeare plays, 
dramas, and special events in two 
performance tents from June-
september. Both tents are lo-
cated in the Bard Village, a lively 
gathering space for Bard theatre 
patrons where they can chat 
with fellow event-goers, take in a 
range of educational events, enjoy 
concession and bar services, and 
browse the Bard boutique. 
nearby attractions: H.R.  

MacMillan Space Centre, Museum 

of Vancouver, Vancouver Mari-

time Museum

Cavendish Beach  
Music Festival
Winsloe, Prince Edward Island

July 5-7, 2013

 contact: Kim Doyle

(902) 892-5647 

info@cavendishbeachmusic.com

www.cavendishbeachmusic.com

the cavendish Beach music 
Festival, welcomes more than 
60,000 visitors each July to 
the coastal community of caven-
dish, Prince edward island. the 
festival features world-class 
country entertainment, camp-
ing, dining and more than 30 
acts. Past performers have 
included country greats trace 
Adkins, toby Keith, Brad Pais-
ley, Johnny reid, Lady Antebel-
lum, Keith urban, taylor swift, 
tim mcGraw, and the legendary 
reba.    
nearby attractions: Green Gables 

Heritage Place, Avonlea - Village 

of Anne of Green Gables, Prince 

Edward Island National Park

GlobalFest 2013
Calgary, Alberta

Aug. 16-24, 2013

 contact: Ken Goosen

(403) 569-9679 

producer@globalfest.ca

www.globalfest.ca

GlobalFest attracts more 
than 100,000 visitors from 
canada and around the world. 
GlobalFest is the umbrella for 
the oneWorld and trico Homes 
international Fireworks Fes-
tivals. the oneWorld Festival 
boasts cultural pavilions, food 
booths, performance stages, an 
international bar and cafe, night 
market, and kids’ activities. 
the trico Homes international 
Fireworks Festival presents five 
pyromusical fireworks displays. 
to celebrate 2013, teams from 
canada, France, switzerland, 
and the united Kingdom have 
been invited to participate.  
nearby attractions: Calgary 

Zoo, Heritage Park, Royal Tyrrell 

Museum of Palaeontology

Ice Magic Festival
Banff, Alberta

Jan. 18-27, 2013

 contact: Diana Gould

(403) 762-0285 

diana@banfflakelouise.com

www.banfflakelouise.com/ 

area-events/festivals/winter/

snowdays/ice-magic-festival

now spanning over two week-
ends, come and experience Lake 
Louise at its winter finest during 
the ice magic Festival. enjoy 
the international ice carving 
competition Weekend hosted 
at the Fairmont chateau Lake 
Louise, where 24 internationally 
recognized ice carvers turn 300-
pound blocks of ice into unforget-
table works of art. this weekend 
also presents numerous ice carv-
ing events and activities taking 
place throughout Lake Louise. 
During the Little chippers 
Weekend, kids can revel in the 
ice Playground and marvel at the 
amazing ice sculptures beneath 
the Victoria Glacier.  
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International des Feux 
Loto-Quebéc-Montréal 
International Fire-
works Competition 
Montréal, Québec

TBA

 contact: Martyne Gagnon

(514) 397-2001 

mgagnon@sftp.com

www.internationaldesfeux 

loto-quebec.com

since 1985, montréal’s inter-
national fireworks competition 
has been the world’s largest 
fireworks contest. since it began, 
more than 77 companies from 25 
countries around the world have 
presented more than 247 fire-
work displays. Le concours in-
ternational d’art pyrotechnique 
de montréal, known for the past 
few years as L’international des 
Feux Loto-Québec presented by 
teLus, is produced at and by  
La ronde, a six Flags Park, 
which was created for expo ’67, 
and is the largest amusement 
park in Québec.    
nearby attractions: La Ronde

niagara Wine Festival
St. Catharines, Ontario

September 20-28, 2013

 contact: Kimberly Hundertmark

(905) 688-0212 

kimberlyh@niagarawine 

festival.com

www.niagarawinefestival.com

our local Harvest celebration 
has evolved into one of canada’s 
oldest and largest wine festivals. 
Join our annual Wine country 
celebration of niagara’s inter-
nationally acclaimed grape and 
wine industry for two weekends 
in september. more than 100,000 
visitors will experience more 
than 100 events in the heart of 
the niagara region. explore the 
wine route during harvest for 
winery tours and tastings, and 
hit montebello Park for concerts 
featuring a showcase of canadian 
entertainers.   
nearby attractions: Discovery 

Pass Tour, Welland Canal, Wineries 

of St. Catharines & Twenty Valley

peace-The Exhibition
Ottawa, Ontario

May 30, 2013-Jan. 5, 2014

 contact: Stephanie Fortin

(819) 776-7086 

stephanie.fortin@civilization.ca

www.warmuseum.ca/event/

peace-the-exhibition

the canadian War museum 
presents Peace: the exhibition. 
For the first time in one place, the 
exhibition is a unique look at how 
canadians have advocated for 
peace throughout the country’s 
history. Artifacts, multimedia, 
and stories combine to weave the 
long, rich, and diverse history 
of peace in canada. From the 
ancient and still standing peace 
of the iroquois confederacy to 
the range of canada’s responses 
to Afghanistan, peace provokes 
passions, prompts canadians to 
make choices, and propels them 
to take action.    
nearby attractions: Canadian 

Museum of Civilization,  

Parliament Hill, Canadian  

Museum of Nature

Québec City  
International Festival 
of Military Bands
Québec City, Québec

Aug. 20-25, 2013

 contact: Mélissa Roux-Laforest

(418) 694-1577 

mlaforest@fimmq.com

www.quebectattoo.net

the best military Bands from 
canada and abroad will come 
together at the Québec city in-
ternational Festival of military 
Bands. some thirty electrifying 
free concerts and events such 
as the Festival Parade and the 
outdoor concerts will dazzle 
the festival goers. the Québec 
city military tattoo is without 
doubt the key event of the 
Festival. each year, the best 
military Bands from around 
the world join the beat and add 
their rhythm and international 
flavour to the festival.   

   
nearby attractions: Expo-

Québec, Orleans Island, Cruises

RCMp sunset Retreat 
Ceremony
Regina, Saskatchewan

July 1-Aug. 13, 2013

 contact: Dan Toppings

(306) 780-6801 

daniel.toppings@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca

Join the world-renowned 
royal canadian mounted Police 
(rcmP) as they participate in 
the dazzling rcmP sunset re-
treat ceremonies, presented by 
the rcmP Academy, Depot Divi-
sion. this colourful event runs 
July 1 and every tuesday evening 
in July and August. experience 
this slice of canadiana, as troops 
dressed in the traditional scarlet 
tunic take part in the 45-minute 
ceremony featuring the firing of 
a cannon, a troop drill display 
and  the lowering of the flag, fol-
lowed by the march Past.  
  
nearby attractions: RCMP 

Heritage Centre, Saskatchewan 

Legislature, Casino Regina

Undressed: 350  
Years of Underwear  
in Fashion
Gatineau, Québec

May 1-Nov. 1, 2013

 contact: Stephanie Fortin

(819) 776-7086 

stephanie.fortin@civilization.ca

www.civilization.ca/exhibitions/

upcoming-exhibitions

the canadian museum of civi-
lization presents the special ex-
hibition, undressed: 350 years of 
underwear in Fashion. Discover 
the naked truth about underwear! 
undressed looks at the history of 
private and intimate clothing by 
exploring underwear’s function 
in decorating and manipulating 
the body. From corsets to court 
mantuas, find out how underwear 
reflects centuries of social 
change. An exhibition from the 
Victoria and Albert museum. 

  
nearby attractions: Lac Leamy 

Casino, National Art Gallery, 

ByWard Market 

GlobalFest 2013
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Canadian  
Tulip Festival
Ottawa – Gatineau Region

May 3-20, 2013

contact: The Canadian Tulip 

Festival Inc. 

(613) 567-5757 

info@tulipfestival.ca 

www.tulipfestival.ca 

www.ottawatourism.ca/traveltrade

 
in 1945, Princess Juliana of the 
netherlands presented ottawa 
with 100,000 tulip bulbs in 
appreciation of canada’s role 
in aiding her country during 
WWii. since 1953, this symbol of 
international friendship and the 
beauty of spring are celebrated 
annually by ottawa and Gatineau 
residents. each may, ottawa 
and canada’s capital region is 
ablaze with more than 3 mil-
lion tulips, including 300,000 
blooms in commissioner’s Park 
alone. the nine-mile tulip route 
winds throughout ottawa and 
Gatineau, highlighting major 
tulip beds and attractions. 

CAA Winter  
Festival of Lights
Niagara Falls, Ontario

Nov. 3, 2012-Jan. 31, 2013

contact: Dino Fazio 

(905) 374-1616

dino@wfol.com

www.wfol.com

 
enjoy the cAA Winter Festival 
of Lights, canada’s foremost 
illumination festival in its  
most famous address—niagara 
Falls —as we capture the magic 
of the holiday season. the cAA 
Winter Festival of Lights in 
niagara Falls, ontario includes 
more than 125 animated light-
ing displays and 3 million tree 
and ground lights which can be 
seen within the niagara Parks 
Winter Wonderland, including 
the world-famous enchant-
ment of Disney® displays and 
the world’s largest illuminated 
canadian-American Flag.

Festival International 
de Jazz de Montréal
Montréal, Québec

June 28-July 7, 2013

contact: Normand Paquette 

(514) 525-7732 

normand.paquette 

@equipespectra.ca 

www.montrealjazzfest.com

 
the gigantic summer music cel-
ebration features 11 days of non-
stop entertainment, from noon 
to midnight, right in the heart 
of downtown montréal. several 
city blocks are closed to traffic, as 
right of way is given exclusively 
to pedestrians, creating a festive 
and secure spot with cafes and 
bistros, an art gallery, street 
performers, and a musical park 
for children. it’s the summer cel-
ebration par excellence for people 
of all ages and origins, a cultural 
breath of fresh air, and a place for 
incredible musical discoveries, 
including jazz, blues, latin-jazz, 
brazilian, cuban, african, reggae, 
contemporary, and electronica.

Folklorama 
Winnipeg, Manitoba

August 4-17, 2013

contact: Murray Greenfield 

(800) 665-0234  

greenfieldm@folklorama.ca 

www.folklorama.ca

 
named the 2009 event of the 
Year by the tourism industry 
Association of canada, Folk-
lorama offers the chance to 
travel the world without leaving 
our city. celebrate the many 
cultures found in manitoba with 
song, dance, food, drink, and 
friendly hospitality at more than 
40 cultural pavilions. As you  
are welcomed by generations  
of people passionate about  
sharing their cultures, you  
will truly experience the warmth 
of the community while enjoying 
the world-class entertainment 
and delicious cultural dishes. 
Groups will receive ViP  
treatment—bypassing lines, 
seating, a cultural tour, and a 
progressive meal. 

Festival International de Jazz de Montréal

Canada 
Annual Events
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Montréal Just For 
Laughs Festival  
presented by  
videotron in  
association  
with Loto-Québec
Montréal, Québec

July-Aug.

contact: Arman Afkhami 

(888) 244-3155 

tourism@hahaha.com 

www.hahaha.com

 
the world’s largest comedy festi-
val features more than 1,700 in-
door and outdoor shows, artists 
from 19 different countries per-
forming in english and French, 
and some surprises. the line-up 
features the biggest names in 
comedy and the brightest new 
talent. the festival showcases 
all forms of comedy, including 
film, theater, and sketch. the 
festival’s magic transforms the 
streets into a giant open-air 
theater with more than 1,200 
free performances through the 
month of July.

Québec Winter Carnival
Québec City, Québec

Feb. 1-17, 2013

contact: Patrick Lemaire 

(866) 4CARNAVAL  

patrick.lemaire@carnaval.qc.ca 

www.carnaval.qc.ca 

www.quebecregion.com

 
For its 59th edition, the Québec 
Winter carnival will offer an 
incomparable winter experience 
to thousands of visitors. the car-
nival offers 17 days of festivities, 
300 shows, and activities, a ma-
jestic ice Palace and two magical 
night Parades. Activities not 
to be missed include the 400-
foot-long ice slide, the canoe 
race, the international snow 
sculptures competition, the 
parade, featuring giant inflatable 
characters, and the outdoor 
stage on the Plains of Abraham 
with shows every Friday and 
saturday night. For $13 cAn, 
get carried away by the festivi-
ties, and discover the numerous 
traditions of the carnival. 

Folkorama

Royal nova scotia  
International Tattoo
Halifax, Nova Scotia

July 1-8, 2013

 contact: Leah Whitehead 

(902) 420-4620 

lwhitehead@nstattoo.ca 

www.nstattoo.ca

 
A different show every year, the 
royal nova scotia international 
tattoo is a national treasure 
featuring more than 2,000 
world-class performers. in this 
two-and-a-half hour show, pre-
pare to be amazed by everything 
from the traditional pipes and 
drums to intense acrobatics. the 
tattoo strikes a unique balance 
featuring military and civilian 
bands, historic reenactments, 
dancers, choirs, military  
displays and competitions, 
drama, and comedy. 

stratford  
shakespeare Festival
Stratford, Ontario

April 1-Nov. 1, 2013

contact: Stratford Shakespeare 

Festival 

(800) 567-1600 

groups@stratford 

shakespearefestival.com 

www.stratford 

shakespearefestival.com

 
Besides works by shakespeare 
and other classical dramatists, 
north America’s largest reper-
tory theatre festival presents 
spectacular productions of 
Broadway-style musicals and 
a wide range of contemporary 
plays, including world premieres. 
the season generally runs from 
April to the end of october, 
with around a dozen titles on 
the playbill each year. on most 
days two different shows can be 
seen at each of the festival’s four 
theatres, thus giving patrons 
plenty to choose from, even on a 
short visit. 
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Events  
to Watch
Keep an eye on these new  
motorcoach-friendly events  
that show great potential  
to be included in future  
Top 100 listings.

 Anniversary Year     

  Offers Group Incentives   

  Designated  Motorcoach Parking  

 Food

International  
Biscuit Festival
Knoxville, Tenn.

May 15-18, 2013

 contact: John Craig

(865) 384-7290 

jwcraig@tds.net

www.biscuitfest.com

the fourth annual international 
Biscuit Festival celebrates the 
heritage of home cooking 
through that most perfect of 
foods: the Biscuit. this year’s 
schedule includes Biscuit Break-
fast, Biscuit Art, Biscuit Bazaar, 
Biscuit Brunch, mr. & mrs. 
Biscuit Pageant, Biscuit Bakeoff, 
and much more. Kicking off the 
festivities is the southern Food 
Writing conference on may 15-17 
followed by the Biscuit Festival 
on may 18, 2013. enjoy a weekend 
of biscuits along with incredible 
music, and lots of biscuits.  
nearby attractions: Knoxville 

Visitor’s Center with Blue Plate 

Special, Women’s Basketball Hall 

of Fame, Knoxville Museum of Art

Balloons over  
Anderson
Anderson, SC

November 3, 2013

contact: Neil Paul

(864) 716-3660 

neil@visitanderson.com

www.balloonsoveranderson.org

enjoy an old-fashion fun-filled 
weekend when more than 25 bal-
loons take to the air at Balloons 
over Anderson. take a hot air 
balloon flight, a tethered balloon 
ride, or stoll through the arts and 
crafts vendors. Have breakfast, 
lunch or dinner while watching 
the beautiful hot air balloons. 
inflatables and activities for kids 
too. enjoy aerial demonstrations 
by the remote control airplane 
club, helicopter rides, and 
parachute teams. evening Glows 
are planned where half of the 
balloons will glow each evening. 
Also features clowns, art, music, 
games and activities, free health 
check-ups, and screenings.   

  

Johnny Cash Music 
Festival
State University, Ark.

October 1, 2013

 contact: Paula Miles

(870) 972-2803 

pmiles@astate.edu

www.johnnycashmusicfest.com

the Johnny cash music Fes-
tival is presented annually by 
Arkansas state university, with 
the participation of the cash 
family, to benefit the Johnny 
cash Boyhood Home Project in 
Dyess, Ark. this project involves 
establishing a museum to honor 
the Johnny cash legacy as well 
as restoring or re-creating his 
boyhood home. Past performers 
include Kris Kristofferson,  
Willie nelson, Dierks Bentley, 
the civil Wars, and George 
Jones.   
nearby attractions:  Crowley’s 

Ridge Nature Center, Fowler  

Performing Arts Center, ASU  

Fine Arts Gallery

saltwater Celtic  
Music Festival
Waterville, Maine

July 12-14, 2013

 contact: Randy Labbe

(207) 877-4029 

labbe@delugent.com

www.saltwaterfest.com

the saltwater celtic music 
Festival is one of the premier 
celtic music festivals in north 
America in Brunswick, maine. 
the event features internation-
ally renowned celtic musicians, 
food vendors and a celtic mer-
chant mart, art and literature 
tents, celtic song and dance 
workshops, and the Frost Gully 
Violins session tent. An on-site 
irish pub pours for those over 21. 
saltwater satellite events occur 
at leading maine venues like 
maine maritime museum and 
celtic-themed pubs.   
nearby attractions: Maine 

Maritime Museum, Coastal Maine 

Botanical Gardens, Freeport 

Outlets, L.L. Bean

To Kill A Mockingbird
Montgomery, Ala.

April 22-May 22, 2013

 contact:: Rosemary Judkins

(334) 242-4493 

rosemary.judkins@tourism.

alabama.gov

www.alabama.travel

the stage production of “to Kill 
A mockingbird” is performed 
bi-annually by an all local ama-
teur cast at the old courthouse 
museum, in monroeville.  it is a 
brief response to Harper Lee’s 
1935 southern story dealing 
with the prejudice and courage, 
and most of all, with love and 
understanding.   
nearby attractions: Alabama 

River Museum, Rikard’s Mill

Whoopie pie Festival
Strasburg, Pa.

September 21, 2013

 contact: Anne Faix

(717) 687-8635

annef@hersheyfarm.com

www.whoopiepiefestival.com

the original Whoopie Pie Festi-
val is held in Lancaster, Pa. Dedi-
cated to a delicious Pennsylvania 
Dutch tradition, the Whoopie 
Pie Festival, features food, 
games, pony rides, and more. 
the festival’s activities include 
a whoopie pie treasure hunt, 
obstacle course, whoopie pie 
long-distance launch, whoopie 
pie yell off, pie-eating contest, 
and a pie-making station. take 
a picture with a whoopie pie 
weighing more than 200 pounds. 
enjoy more than 100 varieties, 
including mint, chocolate chip, 
peanut butter, and more.   
nearby attractions:  The Amish 

Village, Rockvale Outlets, Dutch 

Wonderland, American Music 

Theatre, Sight & Sound Theatre



  Ozark Mountain Christmas 

Branson, Mo. 
11/1/2012-1/2/2013

  Christmas at Biltmore® 

Asheville, NC 
11/2/2012-1/1/2013

  CAA Winter  

Festival of Lights 

Niagara Falls, Ontario 
11/3/2012-1/31/2013

   Tournament of Roses 

Pasadena, Calif. 
12/28/2012-1/1/2013

  MummersFest  

& FancyBrigade  

Finale: Philadelphia  

Mummers Parade 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
1/1/2013

  500th Anniversary  

of Ponce de León’s  

Discovery of La Florida 

St. Augustine, Fla. 
1/1/2013-11/30/2013

  Events Commemorating  

the 50th Anniversaries  

of Alabama Civil Rights  

Movement (1963 & 1965) 

Birmingham/Montgomery, Ala. 
1/1/2013-12/2015

  Palm Springs  

International Film Festival 

Palm Springs, Calif. 
1/3/2013-1/14/2013

  Ice Magic Festival 

Banff, Alberta  
1/18/2013-1/27/2013

   Saint Paul Winter Carnival 

Saint Paul, Minn. 
1/24/2013-2/3/2013

  Washington’s  
Birthday Celebration 
Laredo, Texas 
1/24/2013-2/24/2013

   Québec Winter Carnival 
Québec City, Québec 
2/1/2013-2/17/2013

  San Antonio  
Stock Show & Rodeo 
San Antonio, Texas 
2/7/2013-2/24/2013

   Mardi Gras 
New Orleans, La. 
2/12/2013

  Western Winter  
Blast XXIV 
Lake Havasu City, Ariz. 
2/15/2013-2/17/2013

  Oregon  
Shakespeare Festival 
Ashland, Ore. 
2/15/2013-11/3/2013

   Daytona 500 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 
2/24/2013

   Iditarod Trail  
Sled Dog Race 
Anchorage, Alaska (start)  
and Willow, Alaska (restart) 
3/2/2013-3/17/2013

   Philadelphia  
International Flower Show 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
3/3/2013-3/10/2013

  Macon International 
Cherry Blossom Festival 
Macon, Ga. 
3/15/2013-3/24/2013

  New Hampshire  
Maple Weekend 
Statewide 
3/23/2013-3/24/2013

  National Cherry  

Blossom Festival 

Washington, DC 
3/23/2013-4/14/2013

  Canyonlands  

By Night 

Moab, Utah 
4/1/2013-10/31/2013

   Stratford  

Shakespeare Festival 

Stratford, Ontario 
4/1/2013-11/1/2013

  French Quarter Festival 
New Orleans, La. 
4/11/2013-4/14/2013

   Fiesta San Antonio 

San Antonio, Texas 
4/18/2013-4/28/2013

  Historic Virginia  

Garden Week 

Richmond, Va. 
4/20/2013-4/27/2013

   Kentucky Derby Festival & 

Kentucky Derby 

Louisville, Ky. 
4/20/2013-5/4/2013

  To Kill A Mockingbird 

Montgomery, Ala. 
4/22/2013-5/22/2013

  Virginia  

International Tattoo 

Norfolk, Va. 
4/25/2013-4/28/2013

  Denton Arts &  

Jazz Festival 

Denton, Texas 
4/26/2013-4/28/2013

  Passport DC 

Washington, DC 
5/1/2013-5/31/2013

  Undressed: 350 Years  

of Underwear in Fashion 

Gatineau, Québec 
5/1/2013-11/1/2013

  Dover Days Festival 

Dover, Del. 
5/3/2013-5/5/2013

   Canadian Tulip Festival 

Ottawa – Gatineau Region 
5/3/2013-5/20/2013

   Holland Tulip  

Time Festival 

Holland, Mich. 
5/4/2013-5/11/2013

  Indy 500 Celebration 

Indianapolis, Ind. 
5/4/2013-5/26/2013

  Shipshewana’s  

Midwest Largest  

Outdoor Flea Market 

Shipshewana, Ind. 
5/6/2013-10/30/2013

  Albany Tulip Festival 

Albany, NY 
5/10/2013-5/12/2013

  International  

Biscuit Festival 

Knoxville, Tenn. 
5/15/2013-5/18/2013

  Rhubarb Festival 

Intercourse, Pa. 
5/17/2013-5/18/2013

  Riverfest 

Little Rock, Ark. 
5/24/2013-5/26/2013

  Portland Rose Festival 

Portland, Ore. 
5/24/2013-6/9/2013
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  Lobster Days at 
Mystic Seaport 
Mystic, Conn. 
5/25/2013-5/27/2013

  Quilt Gardens along  
the Heritage Trail 
elkhart, Ind. 
5/30/2013-10/1/2013

  Peace-The Exhibition 
Ottawa, Ontario 
5/30/2013-1/5/2014

  Burlington  
Discover Jazz Festival 
Burlington, Vt. 
5/31/2013-6/9/2013

  “TEXAS” Musical Drama 
Canyon, Texas 
6/2013-8/2013

  Festival of Flowers 
Greenwood, SC 
6/1/2013-6/23/2013

  CMA Music Festival 
Nashville, Tenn. 
6/6/2013-6/9/2013

  Norfolk Harborfest  
presented by AT&T 
Norfolk, Va. 
6/7/2013-6/10/2013

  Chattanooga’s  
Riverbend Music Festival 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
6/7/2013-6/15/2013

  Medora Musical 
Medora, ND 
6/7/2013-9/7/2013

  Secret City Festival 
Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
6/14/2013-6/15/2013

  Cocktails & Cannons 
ely, Nev. 
6/21/2013-6/22/2013

  Newport Flower Show 
Newport, RI 
6/21/2013-6/23/2013

  Chautauqua Institution 

2013 Summer Festival 

Chautauqua, NY 
6/22/2013-8/25/2013

  Festival International  

de Jazz de Montréal 

Montréal, Québec 
6/28/2013-7/7/2013

  Gettysburg 150:  

Reflections of History 

Gettysburg, Pa. 
6/28/2013-7/7/2013

  Donkey Derby Days 

Cripple Creek, Colo. 
6/29/2013-6/30/2013

  National Centennial  

Celebration of the  

Lincoln Highway 

Kearney, Neb. 
6/30/2013-7/1/2013

  Montréal Just For  

Laughs Festival presented 

by Videotron in associa-

tion with Loto-Québec 

Montréal, Québec 
7/2013-8/2013

  Buffalo Bill Cody  

Stampede Rodeo 

Cody, Wyo. 
7/1/2013-7/4/2013

  Royal Nova Scotia  

International Tattoo 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 
7/1/2013-7/8/2013

  RCMP Sunset  

Retreat Ceremony 

Regina, Saskatchewan 
7/1/2013-8/13/2013

  Boston Harborfest 2013 

Boston, Mass. 
7/2/2013-7/7/2013

  Grand Teton Music Festival 

Teton Village, Wyo. 
7/2/2013-8/17/2013

  National Independence  

Day Celebration 

Washington, DC 
7/4/2013

  Cavendish Beach  

Music Festival 

Winsloe, Prince edward Island 
7/5/2013-7/7/2013

  Pork & Brew State  

BBQ Championship 

Rio Rancho, NM 
7/5/2013-7/7/2013

  National Cherry Festival 

Traverse City, Mich. 
7/6/2013-7/13/2013

  Calgary Stampede 

Calgary, Alberta 
7/6/2013-7/15/2013

  Antigonish  

Highland Games 

Antigonish, Nova Scotia 
7/12/2013-7/14/2013

  Finger Lakes Wine Festival 

Watkins Glen, NY 
7/12/2013-7/14/2013

  Saltwater Celtic  

Music Festival 

Waterville, Maine 
7/12/2013-7/14/2013

  W.C. Handy Music Festival 

Florence, Ala. 
7/19/2013-7/27/2013

  Cheyenne Frontier Days 

Cheyenne, Wyo. 
7/19/2013-7/28/2013

  Discover Presque Isle Days 

erie, Pa. 
7/26/2013-7/28/2013

  Quick Chek New Jersey 

Festival of Ballooning 

Fairfield, NJ 
7/26/2013-7/28/2013

  Dodge City Days 

Dodge City, Kan. 
7/26/2013-8/4/2013

  National Black  

Theatre Festival 

Winston-Salem, NC 
7/29/2013-8/3/2013

  Arts & Crafts Festival 

Nappanee, Ind. 
8/1/2013-8/4/2013

  Dublin Irish Festival 

Dublin, Ohio 
8/2/2013-8/4/2013

  Virginia Highlands Festival 

Abingdon, Va. 
8/2/2013-8/11/2013

  Folklorama 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
8/4/2013-8/17/2013

  Lake Champlain  

Maritime Festival 

Burlington, Vt. 
8/8/2013-8/11/2013

  GlobalFest 2013 

Calgary, Alberta 
8/16/2013-8/24/2013

  Atlantic City Airshow  

“Thunder Over  

the Boardwalk” 

Atlantic City, NJ 
8/17/2013

  Québec City International 

Festival of Military Bands 

Québec City, Québec 
8/20/2013-8/25/2013

  Corn Palace Festival 

Mitchell, SD 
8/21/2013-8/25/2013

  War of 1812 Encampment - 

The Capture of Ft. Niagara 

Youngstown, NY 
8/31/2013-9/1/2013
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  Hampton Beach  
Seafood Festival 
Hampton, NH 
9/6/2013-9/8/2013

  Kansas State Fair 
Hutchinson, Kan. 
9/6/2013-9/15/2013

  Oklahoma Indian  
Summer Festival 
Bartlesville, Okla. 
9/12/2013-9/14/2013

  The Big E 
West Springfield, Mass. 
9/13/2013-9/29/2013

  Kentucky Bourbon  
Festival Inc. 
Bardstown, Ky. 
9/17/2013-9/22/2013

  Adirondack 
Balloon Festival 
Glens Falls, NY 
9/19/2013-9/22/2013

  Frankenmuth Oktoberfest 
Frankenmuth, Mich. 
9/19/2013-9/22/2013

  Bourne Scallop Festival 
Bourne, Mass. 
9/20/2013-9/22/2013

  New Hampshire Highland 
Games & Festival 
Lincoln, NH 
9/20/2013-9/22/2013

  North Platte Rail Fest 
North Platte, Neb. 
9/20/2013-9/22/2013

  Niagara Wine Festival 
St. Catharines, Ontario 
9/20/2013-9/28/2013

  Whoopie Pie Festival 
Strasburg, Pa. 
9/21/2013

  Custer State Park Buffalo 
Roundup Arts Festival  
Custer, SD 
9/28/2013-9/30/2013

  Johnny Cash  
Music Festival 
State University, Ark. 
10/1/2013

  Haunted Happenings 
Salem, Mass. 
10/1/2013-10/31/2013

  Jack O’ Lantern  
Spectacular 
Providence, R.I. 
10/4/2013-11/3/2013

  The Feast of the  
Hunters’ Moon 
West Lafayette, Ind. 
10/5/2013-10/6/2013

  Albuquerque  
International  
Balloon Fiesta 
Albuquerque, NM 
10/5/2013-10/13/2013

  Cruisin’ The Coast 
Biloxi, Miss. 
10/6/2013-10/13/2013

  National Shrimp Festival 
Gulf Shores, Ala. 
10/10/2013-10/13/2013

  North American Wife  
Carrying Championship 
Newry, Maine 
10/12/2013

  Cranberry  
Harvest Celebration 
Wareham, Mass. 
10/12/2013-10/13/2013

  Texas Rose Festival 
Tyler, Texas 
10/17/2013-10/19/2013

  Louisiana Gumbo  
Festival of Chackbay 
Thibodaux, La. 
10/18/2013-10/20/2013

  Sea Witch Halloween  
& Fiddler’s Festival 
Rehoboth Beach, Del. 
10/25/2013-10/27/2013

  World Championship  

Punkin Chunkin 

Nassau, Del. 
11/1/2013-11/3/2013

  Will Rogers Days 

Claremore, Okla. 
11/1/2013-11/4/2013

  Balloons Over Anderson 

Anderson, SC 
11/3/2013

  Branson Veterans  

Homecoming 

Branson, Mo. 
11/5/2013-11/11/2013

  Pigeon Forge Winterfest 

Pigeon Forge, Tenn. 
11/5/2013-2/28/2014

  Christmas at the  

House on the Rock 

Spring Green, Wis. 
11/8/2013-1/1/2014

  Oglebay’s Winter  

Festival of Lights 

Wheeling, W.V. 
11/8/2013-1/5/2014

  The 32nd Annual Dickens 

Christmas Show and  

Festivals 

Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
11/14/2013-11/17/2013

  A Country Christmas 

Nashville, Tenn. 
11/15/2013-1/1/2014

  Gaylord National’s ICE! 

National Harbor, Md. 
11/15/2013-1/5/2014

  Christmas at the Galt 

House Hotel 

Louisville, Ky. 
11/16/2013-1/5/2014

  Dedication Day  

Gettysburg, Pa. 
11/19/2013

  Southern Lights 

Lexington, Ky. 
11/22/2013-12/31/2013

  Christmas  

Capital of Texas® 

Grapevine, Texas 
11/22/2013-1/5/2014

  Bright Nights  

at Forest Park 

Springfield, Mass. 
11/27/2013-1/1/2014

  Macy’s Thanksgiving  

Day Parade 

New York, NY 
11/28/2013

  Christmas Town, a Busch 

Gardens Celebration 

Williamsburg, Va. 
11/29/2013-12/31/2013

  Colonial Williamsburg’s 

Grand Illumination 

Williamsburg, Va. 
12/1/2013

  Gatlinburg’s Fantasy of 

Lights Christmas Parade 

Gatlinburg, Tenn. 
12/6/2013

  Kennebunkport’s  

Christmas Prelude 

Kennebunkport, Maine 
12/6/2013-12/15/2013

  Bard on the Beach  

Shakespeare Festival 

Vancouver, British Columbia 
TBA

  International des Feux 

Loto-Québec-Montréal 

International Fireworks 

Competition 

Montréal, Québec 
TBA
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Selction  
Committee TOP 100  

SELECTION 
COMMITTEE
Darlene Cochran 
Coach America Los An-
geles

Erin Curry, CTIS 
Appian Tours Inc.

Pattie Harrell 
Patti Tours

Chrissie Kelly 
Lowee’s Group  
Tours LLC/ 
Innovative Coach LLC

Sharon Miller 
Sunshine Express Tour

Tim Patrick, CTC 
Mayflower Tours

Alla Perry 
Martz Group,  
Martz Trailways

Mike Picheco 
Flagship Travel Club

Christina  
Rackmyre, CTIS 
The Maine Tour  
Connection

Vicki Shafer, CTIS 
Shafer’s Tour & Charter/
Southern Tier Stages

Lois Stoltzfus, CTIS 
Executive Coach Inc.

Jason Valentine 
Fullington Trailways LLC

Debbie Weinstein 
Heritage Group Planners 
Inc. - New England Tour 
Specialist

Mary Young 
Capitol Bus Lines Inc.

Committee Sponsors

ABA would like to thank Custom Tours, Inc., the 
Vermont Tourism Network, the Vermont De-
partment of Tourism and Marketing, The Essex, 
Vermont’s Culinary Resort, and Premier Coach. 
We would like to thanks the following sponsors: 
Basin Harbor Club, Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream, 
Billings Farm & Museum, Capitol Plaza Hotel & 
Conference Center, Dakin Farm, Golden Eagle 
Resort, Green Mountain Railroad – White River 
Flyer, Hildene, The Lincoln Family Home, Hilton, 
Burlington, Holiday Inn Rutland/Killington, Jack-
son Gore Inn at Okemo Mountain Resort, Lake 
Champlain Maritime Museum, Linchris Hotel Cor-
poration, Best Western Plus Inn & Suites, Comfort 
Inn & Suites, Fairbanks Inn, Hampton Inn and 
Event Center, Holiday Inn Express, Marsh Billings 
Rockefeller National Historic Park, Middlebury 
Inn, UVM Morgan Horse Farm, Morse Farm Maple 
Sugarworks, Northshire Bookstore, Okemo Val-
ley Regional Chamber of Commerce, President 
Calvin Coolidge State Historic Site, Quechee 
Gorge Village, Rock of Ages, Shelburne Museum, 
Shelburne Vineyard, The Shires of Vermont, 
Sugar Tours, Sugarbush Cheese & Maple Farm, 
Sugarbush Resort/Timbers Restaurant, Vermont 
Country Store, Vermont Farm Tours, Waterbury 
Tourism Council, Waybury Inn.

American Bus  
Association

The American Bus Association is 
the North American trade organi-
zation representing the intercity 
bus industry. Its members include 
bus companies that offer tours, 
charters, and scheduled service; 
travel members representing vir-
tually every segment of the travel 
and tourism industry; and as-
sociate members who supply the 
industry with goods and services.

Group Leaders  
of America

In partnership with 
ABA, Group Leaders 
of America promotes ABA's Top 
100 Events. These promotions  
result in leads for the winning 
members and events, which  
are distributed to the nomi-
nating member and the win-
ning event/festival contacts. 




